30/ 09/ 2000

"Wonman with right qualities can be | eader'’

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Is it possible for a woman to becone the country's
Prinme Mnister?

Thi s was one of the questions posed to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad by a student during a di al ogue sessi on bet ween hi mand
students of the International Islamc University in Gonbak today.

The question was asked by Suhai za Zakaria, a pre-law matricul ati on
st udent .

Suhai za said that wonmen were the pillars of the nation

And Dr Mahathir replied:

"To be the country's main pillar, you nmust be able to support |ots of
heavy things - the floor, the roof and etc...

"As such you have to be strong."

Just like nen, Dr Mahathir said the strength of a wonman | ay on her
know edge, skills and willingness to struggle, work hard and to bear
responsibilities.

"You nust al so know a | ot about good | eadership to nmake a good | eader
so acqui re and accumrul at e as nuch know edge and under st andi ng as you can
not only in universities but throughout your entire lifetine," he said.

I f a woman possesses all these capabilities, Dr Mahathir said, then the
country can have a worman Prinme M nister.

"But not during nmy tinme," he said in jest, and quickly added: "In
future, we hope to identify such a woman, but until then, try your best
and good | uck."

Dr Mahat hir spent al nost two hours to deliver his address and to field
guestions fromstudents

( END)
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