24/ 08/ 2000

Wirld record attenpt on Oct 15 to plant 100,000 trees in a mnute

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A world record breaking feat to plant 100,000 trees
nationwide within a mnute will be attenpted on Cct 15

The event is jointly organised by the Mnistry of Housing and Loca
Governnent and the Tree Pl anti ng G oup- Mal aysi an Nature Soci ety.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to be anong
the partici pants.

The trees will be planted nati onwi de sinultaneously after a signa
broadcast over the radio at 10amon Oct 15. Dr Mahathir is expected to
plant a tree at Tanan Bukit Jalil.

The current world record is 24,159 trees in one week achieved in Sao
Paul o, Brazil.

Housi ng and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said those
who wanted to participate in the event, called "MIlenniumG ft of Trees
to the Nation", could contact their respective local councils to get their
free trees.

He said the National Landscaping Departnent would help the | ocal counci
in any way possible.

There are only 64 categories of trees |listed by the departnment which are
suitable for this programe.

"These trees produce nore oxygen than the others and are al so
beautiful ," Ong said.

"Those interested can only plant their trees at gazetted areas,"” Ong
told a Press conference.

The event is al so expected to break two ot her records.

The first is to break the nmaxi mum nunber of trees planted in one town in
one mnute, which is 10,000 trees to be attenpted in Lahad Datu, and the
nmost nunber of trees in one day.

St ates whi ch have undertaken to plant the trees are: Perak (which has
targeted to plant 12,000 trees), Johor (11,500), Selangor (11,500), Kedah
(8,000), Kelantan (7,000), Kuala Lunmpur (7,000), Pahang (6,000), Penang
(6,000), Negri Sembilan (4,000), Terengganu (4,000), Ml acca (3,000),
Perlis (1,000), Sabah (9,000), Sarawak (9,000) and Labuan (1, 000).

"The objective of the programme is to encourage the public to create a
cl ean and beautiful environnent. It is also ainmed at achieving the ai mof
maki ng Mal aysi a a garden nation by the year 2005," said Ong.

The worl d record breaking feat, which will cost the mnistry RML
mllion, is part of the nation's tree planting canpaign called "G ft of
Trees" | aunched by Dr Mahathir in 1997.

The target during the |aunch was to plant three mllion trees by 2000.

"However, todate, we have planted 2,384,591 trees. Sone of the States
are | aggi ng behind while sone have exceeded their target."

Ong said those who were interested in contributing towards the tree-
pl anti ng canpai gn could do so by donating RMLOO for one tree. They could
al so contribute RML, 000 for an avenue (10 trees), RM2, 500 for a garden
(25 trees), RMb, 000 for a woodl and or RMLO, 000 for a forest.

Contributions can be made to the Mal aysi an Nature Society, JKR 641,

Jal an Kel antan, Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kual a Lunpur or call 03-2879422
or 03-2873306.
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