07 MAR 2000
Wl f ensohn- Poverty
WORLD S POOR TOO WANT OPPORTUNI TY TO GROWN SAYS WORLD BANK CHI EF

KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernama) -- World Bank president James
Wl f ensohn said today pouring nore noney into devel oping countries is not
t he answer towards re-establishing social equilibriumanong the world's
citizens.

"The answer is not just another series of projects, a bit nore noney to
send from devel oped countries to devel oping countries...the answer clearly
i s know edge, partnership and opportunity brought about by this new
(know edge and digital) revolution,” he told the Second d obal Know edge
Conference (GKI1) here via video-conference from Washi ngt on

Wl f ensohn said a recent World Bank study involving 60,000 people in 60
countries showed that people living in poverty were not |ooking for charity
or financial hand-outs.

"What they want is opportunity, know edge, the chance for thensel ves,
for their children, for wonen in the famly. And they want to ensure that
t hey have self-respect and opportunity to grow and nove forward," he said.

The &I, attended by about 1,200 del egates fromall over the world,
wi |l discuss efforts to address the wi dening gap between the information
"haves" and the information "have nots" stenmm ng fromthe gl obal know edge
and digital revolution.

The revolution in those fields, said Wl fensohn, was part of the
gl obal i sati on process and shoul d be seen as an opportunity for everyone.

He said with technol ogi cal advances, it was possible within the space
of the next few years to have satellites capable of delivering w de-band
conmuni cation to villages in every part of the world.

"Many of the conpanies (involved) have indicated to us that for poor
communi ties and schools, connectivity will be free. So one could inmagine in
the years to come, people in villages having access to know edge, advice
and gui dance.

"We at the bank have been seeking to grasp this challenge in a way that
is not theoretical but indeed practical,"” he said.

He said the Wrld Bank and its partners such as the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme (UNDP) were al so | ooking at the prospect of
establishing a "gl obal gateway of know edge”.

The endeavour, he said, would enable the gathering of information on
i ssues relevant to devel opnent from vari ous sources.

Meanwhi |l e, Third World Network director Martin Khor told one of the
&Il sessions that the potential benefits of information and comuni cation
technol ogy (1 CT) could only be achieved if certain conditions were present
in the devel opi ng country concer ned.

They include general conputer literacy, comrunications infrastructure,
access to hardware and software and a plan in both ptivate and public
sectors for making use of ICT

"The capacity of ordinary people and |ocal comunities has to be
devel oped on how to discrimnate between the mass of information avail abl e
on the Internet in order to obtain the kind that is appropriate for the
desired purposes,” the Ml aysi an econoni st sai d.

Khor al so said that while devel oping countries and their firnms could
also try to take advantage of el ectronic conmerce (e-comerce), the nore
likely scenario was that the large firns of the North, already advanced in
this area, were in a better position to gain nuch nore from e-conmerce

"And this would lead to the further margi nalisation of the devel opi ng



economies and their local firnms," he added.

The &K1, which focuses on key issues of access, enpowernent and
governance, is a nenber of the G obal Know edge Partnership fornmed after
t he i naugural conference on Know edge for Devel opment in the Information
Age in Toronto in 1997.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to open the
&Il tonorrow.
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