22/ 01/ 2000

Wong for MCA to accept dissident duo, says Gerakan

PENANG, Fri. - Gerakan said today if MCA accepted the two forner Gerakan
assenbl ynen as its menbers, it would create "instability and destroy the
Bari san Nasional spirit".

Its secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said the MCA accepting them woul d
certainly work against the tradition, normal practice and co-operation
anong conponent parti es.

"The recent election indicated that the people want the BNto forma
strong governnent," said Chia who is also Parlianentary Secretary to the
Ener gy, Communications and Multimedia Mnistry, and Bukit Bendera MP

"As such we should not take the risk of creating any instability within
the BN as the people's wi shes nust be respected," he said, conmenting on
reports that the MCA is prepared to accept the two Gerakan defectors
shoul d they apply to join the party.

Dat uk Keramat State Assenbl yman Li m Boo Chang and Bayan Lepas
assenbl ynan State Assenbl yman Li m Chien Aun quit the party three days
after the recent general election.

They had, however, declared that despite quitting Gerakan, they would
continue to support the BN under the | eadership of Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

"W nust heed the advice given by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi not to heat up the issue of the two assenbl yman,"
sai d Chi a.

He was speaking to reporters at the foothill of the Bala Thandayut hapan
Tenpl e on Jal an Kebun Bunga after |eading a Gerakan del egation with state
executive councillor Datuk Dr Rajapathy to the Thai pusamcel ebrations this
nor ni ng.

The del egation included state executive councillor and state Gerakan
liaison conmittee secretary Dr Teng Hock Nan and Jel ut ong Menber of
Parl i ament Lee Kah Choon.
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