22/ 11/ 2000

W' re not playing godfather, says Dr M

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yest erday sai d t hat Mal aysi a
did not have a "systemof godfather".

Dr Mahathir indirectly dism ssed the claimby certain quarters that
Mal aysi a wanted to be godfather to sonme African countries via snmart
partnership fora such as the Langkaw International D al ogue.

A seni or Zi nbabwea official was reported on Sunday as sayi ng sone
Eur opean countries had accused Mal aysia of wanting to play godfather to
African nations.

Dr Mahat hir said countries of the smart partnershi p novenent took turns
pl aying the leading role in hosting the smart partnership forato help
devel op their econony.

"W are practically the host. So, naturally, the host country plays a
bi gger rol e. Mdzambi que had played the leading role. Simlarly with
Nami bi a and Zi mbabwe.

"Uganda i s begi nning to becone a godfather," said Dr Mahathir in jest.

Uganda i s the host for the fourth Southern Africa I nternational D al ogue
next year.

Mozanbi que Presi dent Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano stressed t hat Western
countries shoul d have nothing to worry about because the LI D and SAI D were
"not agai nst anybody".

The novenent hoped to find ways to make the world a better place, he
said. The West and others could share their views with the novenent.
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