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Year of nunerous achi evenents

Lokman Mansor

AT THE stroke of m dni ght yesterday the world sai d goodbye to 1999, a year
characteri sed by nunerous achi evenents for Ml aysi a as a nati on, and by
the increadi ble feats acconplished by its people.

Taken t oget her, these achi evenents have cl early strengthened the nation
as a whole. Hopefully it will also make us better prepared to face the
chal l enges to conme in the new m || ennium

As a nation, 1999 began with Ml aysia al ready four nonths into tackling
the economic crisis head-on, inits own unique way, after follow ng the
I nternational Mnetary Fund's exanpl e had brought about di sasterous
results.

I n January, conpani es were breathing easier, there was nore noney inthe
systemto finance recovery, factories were operating back slowmy to the
pre-crisis level, exports were increasing, and the Kual a Lunmpur St ock
Exchange Conposite | ndex breached the 600-1evel froma | ow of 262 during
the crisis.

In February, Conmerce Asset Hol di ng Bhd and Bank Bum putra Ml aysi a Bhd
formalised their agreenent for the | argest nerger i n Mal aysi a's banki ng
hi story. Later known as Bum putra Comrerce Bank Bhd, the newentity is
Mal aysi a' s second | argest banki ng group after Maybank.

Thi ngs were | ooking up, and this was even acknow edged by t hose out si de
Mal aysi a. International institutions, foreign analysts, and rating
agenci es who had previously criticisedthe neasures taken by Ml aysi a were
singing a different tune as it becane clear that the neasures were
wor Ki ng.

Sone of the nation's | eading corporations posted i npressive financi al
results in 1999. Maybank and Si ne Darby both recorded pre-tax profit of
RML billion each, Tenaga Nasi onal was back in the bl ack, whil e Petronas
saw record turnover of RMA2 billion.

Prai se for Mal aysi a' s managenent of the econony and its rapid recovery
cane fromvisiting | eaders attendi ng high-profile meetings and conferences
t hroughout the country.

There was the Langkawi International Dialogue in July, where devel opi ng
countries fromthe Africa in particul ar eagerly sought to | earn how
Mal aysi a steered itself out of troubled waters.

There was al so the International Advisory Panel neeting at Cyberjaya, a
who' s who of the world's information technol ogy and nul ti nedi a i ndustry.
They all gave the thunbs up to the Cyberjaya and Miul ti nmedi a Super Corri dor
(MSC) project, which was incredi bly ahead of schedul e despite the crisis.

On August 31, to coincide with the Merdeka anni versary, Ml aysia
officially launched the world's tallest building, the Petronas Twi n
Towers. Together with the Kual a Lunpur City Centre (of which the Twin
Towers are the main feature), Cyberjaya, and newadm nistrative centre in
Putraj aya, the MSC was starting to take shape in 1999.

On June 23, the Cabinet holds its first weekly neeting at Putrajaya, at
the sprawling newPrinme Mnister's Departnent. The buil di ng qui ckly becane
a major attraction for visitingdignitiaries, and was al so opento visits
by the Mal aysi an public.

As further proof that the Ml aysi an econony was regaining its strength,
the country successfully hosted i nternational events which continued to
drawin active participation and crowds fromaround the worl d.

The Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition (Linma) saw



nmor e t han 700 exhi bitors participating. Mal aysi a's | argest book fair was
hel d at the M nes exhibition centre. The annual I T, furniture, and audi o-
video fairs at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre were still packed.

In sports, Mal aysia hosted the Wrld Cup Golf 1999, won by the US which
i ncl uded wor | d nunber one Ti ger Wods. Before that in Qctober, mllions of
viewers fromaround the world were on the edge of their seats watching the
Petronas Mal aysi an Grand Pri x i n Sepang.

The Fornul a One race got nore publicity than it bargai ned for when Team
Ferrari's Eddi e Irvine and M cahel Schurmacher won first and second pl ace
but were later disqualified, giving the win to third-placed M ka Hakki nen,
then chasing his third consecutive world chanpi onshi p. This deci sion was
| ater overturn follow ng an appeal by Ferrari.

The acconpl i shment of Mal aysians in sports reached an ultimate highin
1999 at the South-East Asia Ganes. It was Mal aysia's best performance
ever, winning 57 gold, 45 silver and 42 bronze to cone i n second.

Even nore nenorabl e, of course, were the extraordi nary achi evenents of
ordi nary Mal aysi ans during the year. Li ke Datuk Azhar Mansor, who set sail
fromLangkawi on February 2 to circummavi gate the gl obe on his own. He
woul d return victorious 190 days | ater on August 11.

On hand to greet hi mwere hundreds of Mal aysi ans, including Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who summed up what everyone nust
have felt that night: "lI'mproud to be a Mal aysian."

On April 19, Gerald and Justin Read becone the first Mal aysi ans to wal k
the final degree to the North Pol e. For ei ght days, the brothers wal ked
111 kmin tenperatures as | ow as m nus 30 degrees, over ice of up to six
nmetres thick.

Thi s enterprising and adventurous spirit anong Mal aysi ans conti nued even
to the very | ast day of 1999, with a Mal aysi an teamof parachutists taking
part for the first time inthe MIIenniumJunp 2000 over the South Pol e.

I n Septenber, National Space Science Division director-general Datuk Dr
Mazl an Gt hman i s appointed director of the United Nations Office for Quter
Space Affairs, the first woman froma devel opi ng nati on to be appointed to
t he post.

Mal aysi a was al so in the public eye and anong the top headlines in the
foreign nediain 1999 for developnents in the political arena, in
particul ar the continui ng case of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Early January, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor announced
hi s resignation, assum ng responsiblity for the injuries suffered in
police custody by Anwar. He would | ater adnmt that he was personally
responsi bl e for the injuries.

On April 4, Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan I smai |l | aunched
t he Angkat an Keadil an Nasi onal, which would later lead to the formation of
the Parti Keadil an Nasi onal (Keadil an).

Keadi | an, together with Pas, PRMand the DAP, would | ater forma rare
coalition of opposition parties to ensure a one-to-one fight in the
general el ections.

On April 14, the Kuala Lunpur Hi gh Court sentenced Anwar to a six-year
jail termon each of four counts of corrupt practice. The terms are to run
concurrently. Anwar's trial on sodony charges have al so begun.

After nore than a year of intense specul ation, Dr Mahathir announces the
di ssol ution of Parlianent on Novenber 10, surprising everyone with a | ast
m nut e cancel | ati on of his proposed trip to Johannesburg and Durban for
t he Commonweal t h Heads of Governent neeting.

The Parliament is dissolved in md-session. As a result, the 2000 Budget
tabl ed by Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n on Cct ober 29 has to be
retabl ed when the next Parlianent sits.

Novenber 29 is polling day, the first time polling nati onwide is done in



only one day. By 2.05amon the Novenber 30, Barisan Nasional secured its
two-thirds majority in the 193-seat Dewan Rakyat.

The BN al so wins control in all state | egislative assenblies except
Kel ant an and Terengganu. Pas maintains its hold on Kel antan, westl ed
Terengganu from BN and Umo, and nmade inroads i n Kedah and Pahang. The
opposi tion's nunber in Parlianent grows.

Dr Mahathir's Cabinet for the newmn || enniumsees sone new faces and
pronotions, partly due to the defeat of several mnisters and deputy
mnisters in the elections. The opposition announces its own "shadow'
cabi net .

At a special four-day sitting of Dewan Rakyat begi nni ng Decenber 20, the
opposi tion MPs stage a wal k-out even before they are sworn in as MPs, to
protest what they said was the unconsitutionality of the proceedings.

They would later re-enter Parlianent again to be sworn in. The four day
sessi on passes Expenditure in Accounts to finance the Government for the
first six nmonths of 2000, until the 2000 Budget is retabl ed and passed by
the | egi sl ature.
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