16/ 08/ 2000

Yout h council expresses solidarity with Arafat

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Mal aysi an Yout h Council today expressed support
and solidarity for Pal estinian | eader Yasser Arafat on the decl arati on of
an i ndependent Pal estinian State on Sept 13.

MYC presi dent Sai fuddi n Abdul | ah said the council al so proposed to hold
a Mal aysi an- Pal estini an youth solidarity gathering on that day with the
expected site to be the I nternational Youth Centre here.

He said the council would also send a |l etter of support and solidarity
to Arafat.

Sai fuddin said a simlar |etter had been faxed to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, expressing Mal aysi an youth support for the
Pal esti ni an nmove.

He was speaking to reporters after a nmeeti ng between MYC and t he
Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress at the MYC of fi ce i n Bandar Tun Razak
here.

Pal estini an Arbassador to Mal aysia Ahmad Al -Farra said yesterday Arafat
will make a short working visit to Mal aysia to seek support for the Sept
13 decl aration of an i ndependent Pal estinian State and to brief Dr
Mahat hir on the | at est devel opnents in the M ddl e East peace process where
I srael and Pal estine have yet to achieve a final solutionto their nore
t han 50-year conflict.

"The MYC understands the sufferings and predi canment of the Pal estini ans.
As a body conprising various races, the council's stand on the i ssue is on
humani t ari an grounds and not on religion," Saifuddin said.
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