27/ 04/ 2000

Youth wing wel cones "no to noney politics' pledge

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Ummo Youth wel cones the pl edge by the 15 candi dates
bi dding for senior posts in the May party el ection not to be involved in
nmoney politics.

Umo Yout h acting head Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said today the
pl edge showed that the candi dates were united in efforts to strengthen the
party.

"I believe the stand was taken as a nove to ensure party unity and to
ensure it would be a "famly affair' contest.

"I urge all candi dates and delegates to strictly follow the agreenent
and not get involved in unhealthy activities," said H shammuddi n, who is
al so Youth and Sports M nister.

Al so present were the nmovenent's secretary Zulkifli Alwi and candi dates
for the Umo Youth deputy head's post Datuk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir and
Zein Isma Ismil.

H shammuddi n was commenting on a statenment by Umo president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday that all 15 candidates for the top posts had
signed a pledge to contest in a healthy manner.

The 15 are candidates for the posts of vice-presidents, Wanita chief,
deputy Wanita chi ef and deputy Youth chi ef.

H shammuddi n, who has unofficially won the Youth head's post unoppossed,
al so urged del egates not to see ot her candi dat es.

"If they want nore information on the candi dates, they can contact the
party headquarters and we can provide themwi th all the necessary
details.”

Asked whet her he woul d advi se any candidate to seek a conpromnise in
order to avoid a contest, H shanmmuddin said it was not for himto decide
what ot hers should or should not do.

"I believe that the contest would not affect the novenent's inmage. \Wat
is inmportant is that all candi dates and del egates follow the regul ations.™

In I poh, State Umo chief Datuk Seri Diraja Tajol Rosli Ghazali said the
witten pledge was a good nove to prevent noney politics.

The Menteri Besar said although candi dates were well aware of the need
to refrain fromindulging in such nmatters, the nove could effectively stop
any attenpt to do so.

Taj ol Rosli said that candi dates contesting for the suprene counci
seats were al so expected to nake a simlar pledge during a nmeeting with Dr
Mahat hi r on Fri day.

Inline with Dr Mahathir's decision to postpone all State-level party
conventions until after the general assenbly, he said the neeting of Perak
del egat es schedul ed for Saturday had been cancel | ed.

The neeting to be held here was to di scuss and nake preparations for the
general assenbly next nonth.
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