
‘We must. ensure that yc-1 “3 l-i L4 
countrv remains in peace’ r/ 
KUANTAN Thurs - Calling on 
the people not to take peace for 
branted Prime Minister Datuk Sen 
Dr Mdhathir Mohamad said the 
country will be thrown into chaos if 
law and order were disregarded 

He said because peace was pre 
\alhnb In the country ptoplt tend 
not to \ alue It 

The need to safeguard peace and 
harmony from undesired elements 
15 something that we have to re 
mtmbpr all the time he said 

Cltlnb an example he said 
healthy man would onlv value the 
lmport?nce of looklng after his 
ht 11th when he fell 111 

VVL must ensure the country re 
mams m peace as such a sltudtlon 
will bring d lot of benefits Nothing 
hood tan be derived from a chaotic 
sltudtlon ht said 

Dr Mahathlr was speaking at a 
dinner with leaders of non govern 
mental organlsatlons and heads of 
depdrtment ?t a hotel here to cap 
tus day lonb vlslt to Pahan& 

As we know we are staymb m a 
de\ elopmg country Furthermore 
we art not only multi rdclal but 
also segregated because of different 
rehgon language and culture 

Thank God apart from several 
incidents arlsmg from mlsunder 
standing among the races gener 
ally we have managed to live in 
peace and harmony smce we 
achieved independence 43 years 
%O 

There IS no permanent differ 
ences among the races although 
there was an mcldent m 1969 but we 
later managed to patch it up and 
continue to live in peace and har 
mony in a stable country This is 
something we should appreciate 

Dr Mahathlr said if the various 
races started to fight against each 
other to settle disputes there would 
be no end to it 

If this happens It ~111 no longer 
be safe for the people to walk freely 
m the streets The country would 
no longer be safe and the Govern 
ment cannot perform its duty So it 
15 Important to maintain peace and 
stability 

Dr Mahathlr said there were cer 
tam quarters who felt that they 
could gam from the unrest and 
hence hoped for it to prolonged 

To these people the loss of hves 
In the unrest IS immaterial as long 
as they gain from it 

Dr Mahathlr said the Government 
would take action to stem the 
problem if it continued to prevail 

The people should whole hear 
tedly support the Government s ef 
forts to safeguard peace The main 
task of the Government IS to en 
force law and order The other re 
sponslblhtes like eradlcatmg pov 
erty and building new roads are 
secondary 

The Prime Minister said the 
Government had to be firm and the 
people should support this as they 

would be the ones who would ben 
efit from a peaceful environment 

Dr Mahathlr said while the Gov 
ernment valued the role played by 
non governmental orgamsatlons 
unfortunately there were some 
backed by foreigners out to under 
mine the Government 

These backers even provide fi 
nancial ald to the affected NGOs to 
create unrest in the country by 
portraying that the country had not 
been fair to the people and that 
human rights vlolatlons are ram 
pant 

They do not have good mtentlon 
at all We must remember that the 
country an Independent nation 1s 
our responslblhty I believe the 
foreigners do not care for us or our 
country 

Dr Mahathlr said the foreigners 
were only interested to see the 
country was in chaos so that they 
could say that the country s lead 
ershlp was not competent and could 
not safeguard the peace 

The NGOs have to disassociate 
themselves from the foreigners 
unless they have good intention If 
they try to create unrest relect 
them 

He said the country could attain 
the developed status by the gear 
2020 if everybody was sincere and 
knew how to safeguard peace and 
co operate with each other 

The people will get a lot more 
benefits from this 
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