
Mixed 
feelings 
over new 

I By MUGUNTAN VANAR 

KOTA KINABALU Some are 
happy Some are dlsappomted 
Sabah politicians returned 
home from Kuala Lumpur 
with mixed feelings 

Datuk Serl Dr Mahathlr MO 
hamad decided on the man 
date given to him by Sabah 
Barlsan leaders on Friday by 
naming LDP president Datuk 
Chong Kah Klat as the 12th 
Sabah chief minister 

Chong and his new Cabmet 
of 10 will take the oath of of 
flee after Sabah Umno chief 
Datuk Osu Sukam submits hu 
reslgnatlon letter to the Yang 
dl Pertua Negro m actor 
dance with the Constitution 

Dr Mahathlr kept to his 1994 
elections promise He told the 
Sabah leaders that the two 
year system of rotatmg the 
chief mmlster would contmue 
albeit with a modified format 

Instead of one commumty s 
representative serving one af 
ter another for two years Urn 
no s Muslim representative 
would now serve alternate 
terms in office 

Under the modlfled system 
a Kadazandusun representa 
tlve has to wait four more 
years before getting another 
chance 

Naturally the feehng was 
one of deJection among Kada 
zandusuns at the KK airport 

when Upko presIdeA Tan Sri 
Bernard Dompok caw back 
from Friday s meeting 

Dompok who gave up the 
chief mmlster s office when 
he lost the Moyog seat m the 
1999 elections after serving 
only 10 of his 24 months dl& 
not say how he felt 

Our commumty has no rea 
son to fear that this Govern 
ment will not do good for 
them The BN government is 
very sincere in this 

We have to ensure what is 
due to the Kadazandusun peo 
ple wdl be dehvered o them 

6 said Dompok the Ml rster in 
the Prime Mmlster s Depart 
ment 

PBRS another Kadazandu 
sun and Murut based Barlsan 
party too was not m the mood 
for celebrations despite re 
cently boosting its standing in 
the state assembly with the 
entry of SIX PBS leaders led 
by Datuk Jeffrey Kltmgan the 
brother of opposition PBS 
leader Datuk Joseph Palrm 

It 1s hard for us to explain 
But we believe the Prime Mm 
lster looked at the pohtlcal 
scenario m Sabah and the na 
tlon We must use our heads 
and not be ruled by emotions 
said PBRS chief Tan Sri Jo 
seph Kurup who was still m 
Kuala Lumpur yesterday 

SAPP welcomed the ap 
pomtment of a Chmese repre 



sentatlve but were m subdued 
mood over the dllutlon of the 
original power sharing recipe 

However its president Da 
tuk Yong Teck Lee who was 
the rotated chief mmlster for 
1996 98 period supported the 
decision 

We accept the new con 
cept We will have to wait and 
see how It unfolds on the 
ground said Yong who 
stayed back m Kuala Lumpur 
to attend tomorrow s opening 
of the Parliament session 

Dompok Kurup and Yong 
were all former PBS leaders 

Until they came together 
under the Barlsan team m 
1994 Chong was seen as a 
BerJaya man of Datuk Harris 
Salleh while Chong s people 
saw the three as PBS gradu 
ates 

Chong s LDP had been a 
Barisan partner earlier than 
them After PBS pulled out of 
Bar&m m 1990 LDP joined 
Umno m Barlsan with Part1 
Akar headed bv Datuk Panda 

kar Amm Muha who has said 
that his party had no problems 
with any declslon made by Dr 
Mahathir 

Sabah Umno members who 
were confident that the rota 
tlon would be scrapped now 
say somethmg 1s better than 
nothing 

We did not get all We did 
not lose all said S‘abah Umno 
Information head Datuk 
Karlm Ghan1 

The pohtlcal backel‘s of out 
going Osu held back out 
bursts Etched m th& minds 
till Friday s annouhcement 
was a near certain thought 
that their boss would remam 
in office despite moves by 
some Umno dlvislons to re 
place him after the rotation 
was scrapped 

Chong returned to a rousm> 
welcome at the an-port yester 
day afternoon as his support 
ers were happy that their 
years with a party once brand 
ed as a mosquito had pro 
duced a chief minister 

The lmphcatlons of Dr Ma 
hathlr s new arrangement of 
power sharmg for the Muslim 
bumlputras Chinese and Ka 
dazandusuns would only be 
seen in time 

For the state Umno leaders 
it could be lmmedlate - cur 
rent Umno branch meetmgs 
leading up to dlvlsion elec 
tions 

We anticipate more dlvl 
slon chiefs to be challenged I 
wont be surprised if someone 
takes on Osu m his Papar dlvl 
sion said a senior Umno 
leader 

As for the other Sabah Bar1 
san component leaders they 
have to start explaining to 
their supporters from now till 
the next 2004 state elections 
as to how the new power shar 
mg formula would benefit 
each community 

OtherwIse Sabah would be 
waltrng for another round of 
pendulum swing m which no 
party hab remamed 111 power 
for more than mne years 


	Mixed feelings over new formula (The Star 18/03/2001)

