G-15 meeting

fruitiul, s

2 JUN 2001

STAR

aysorm

PM: Issues raised at meeting acted on

By FARIDAH BEGUM

SUBANG: Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad described his trip to Ja-
karta as fruitful and said most
issues raised during the Group
of 15 (G-15) meeting had been
acted on.

“It was a fruitful meeting
where I have found the Group
members to be more serious
in trying to resolve problems
that developing countries
face,’ he said.

Contrary to reports of esca-
lating violence in the capital
city of Indonesia, Dr Mahathir
said that the spats of violence
were only confined in certain
areas.

“The situation is just like in
Malaysia. We have demonstra-
tions in certain areas. Like-
wise, problems were in cer-
tain places only in Indonesia,’
he added.

Dr Mahathir added that
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez would be heading the
commission that would be re-
sponsible for implementing
decisions made at the meet-
ing.

Venezuela is the host coun-
try to the next G-15 meeting in
2002.

The Prime Minister said he
had the opportunity to con-
vene a meeting of the Group
of Five — a group initiated by
the Group of 77 — which was
given the task of formulating
and drafting a proposal to

make the G-77 a more effec-
tive body.

Dr Mahathir said he also
had several bilateral talks
with Indonesian president Ab-
durrahman Wahid, the Prime
Ministers of Egypt and Jamai-
ca.

He said he had a dialogue
with Malaysians, especially

students who were in Indone-
sia.

“I am pleased and happy to
have met the Malaysians, es-
pecially since some made an
effort to travel more than 20
hours to attend the dialogue.
They had questions for me,
plenty of questions to which I
had answers to,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was
also proud that Petronas had
an office in Jakarta and that
they were in close co-opera-
tion with the Indonesian pe-
troleum company Pertamina.

“The two companies are
working hand in hand explor-
ing for crude oil in Indonesian
waters,‘ he said
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