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STAY ON 
PETALING JAYA There are certam sectors 
of the economy which cannot do wlthout for 
elgn workers the MalaysIan Employers 
Federation said yesterday 

MEF executive du-ector Shamsuddm Bar 
dan said sectors such as plantation and con 
structlon which were unable to attract local 
workers could be badly affected If foreign 
workers were sent back 

According to official figures there were 
726 159 foreign workers m Malaysia m 2000 
Of this about 186 000 were in the plantation 
sector he said 

The question 1s whether locals are ~111 
mg to take up lobs vacated by foreign work 
ers There will be a mismatch between the 
supply of local labour and the requirements 
of employers if a particular sector 1s unable 

to attract locals 
Prime Minister Datuk Sex-1 Dr Mahatl-ur 

Mohamad said on Tuesday that if a slow 
down m the economy resulted m locals bemg 
retrenched and not bemg able to find other 
Jobs then foreigners employed here would 
be sent back 

Dr Mahathlr also said that a few compa 
rues especially m the electromcs sector 
were forced to retrench some of then- work 
ers or shut down their facilities due an antic 
lpated slowdown m the United States econo- 
my 

Shamsuddm said locals need not worry 
about their JObS as they were protected un 
der the Employment Act 
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Under the Act he said when 
the workforce needed to be re 
duced the first step would be 
to send back foreign workers 

Though there had been 
more lay offs lately lngarfic 
ular m the electronics Jector 
Shamsuddm said the figures 
were not alarming 

In Klang MIC president Da 
tuk Serl S Samy Vellu pomted 
out that textile shops hair sa 
lons provlslon shops and gold 
smith outlets had dlfflcultv 
hu-mg locals 

He said the Government 
might thus consider hlrmg 
foreigners in these sectors 

The Works Minister said 
there was no problem m the 
food busmess as between 80% 
and 90% of restaurants and 
food stalls had enough work 
ers 

Samy Vellu who earlier 
opened the Lotus Family Res 
taurant at Jalan Dato Dollah 
praised the management for 
opening Its 15th branch 111 the 
country 

Malaysian Indian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
vice president Datuk Chan 
drakant A Avalam welcomed 
the Prime Munster s state 
ment saying companies 
should give priority to locals 

Chandrakant who 1s also 
chau-man of the chambers 
Malacca branch urged the 
Government to ensure that the 
locals were not vlctimlsed by 
companies 

In Butterworth Federation 
of Malaysian Manufacturers 
(northern chairman) Datuk 
0 K Lee said manufacturers 
would try to hn-e locals who 
had been retrenched else 
where 

However Lee said some 
companies in Penang had fro 
zen their intake 

He also said manufacturers 
should be allowed to keep 
their skllled middle level ex 
patrlates m view of their ex 
pertlse m certam areas 

In lme with government pal 
icy manufacturers would dls 
charge their social response 
blhty to accommodate re 
trenched locals he added 

Human Resources Mmlster 
Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said 
his mmlstry expected between 
5 000 and 6 000 workers of 
factories especially those ex 
porting products to the US to 
be retrenched this year 

The overall situation was 
under control and was not ex 
petted to have adverse effects 
on the country he told report 
ers after chau-mg the muus 
try s post Cabmet meetmg 

He said the mmlstry s week 
ly labour market report gen 
erally showed that manpower 
supply always exceeded de 
mand 

He said Penang had among 
the highest number of re 
trenchments when the multi 
national company Seagate 
decided to stop operations at 
the end of last year resultmg 
m 4 800 workers losmg then- 
Jobs 
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