
By MUGUNTAN VANAR 

KOTA KINABALU Three Sa 
bah businessmen filed a smt 
yesterday 111 a move to stop 
the Yang dl Pertua Negro 
from swearmg in the next 
chief minister under the Bar1 
san Naslonal rotation system 

The three from Kota Belud 
are seeking an inJunction to 
restram Tun Sakaran Dandal 
from appointing Liberal Dem 
ocratlc Party president Datuk 
Chong Kah Klat who IS Kudat 
assemblymen as the next 
chief minister until the dls 
posal of then suit 

On March 16 Chong was 
named by Prime Minister Da 
tuk Serl Dr Mahathlr Moha 
mad as the next chief mmlster 
to replace Datuk Osu Sukam 
of Sabah Umno under the rota 
tlon system 

Chong IS scheduled to take 
his oath of office with hu 10 
member Cabmet at Istana Ne 
gri on Tuesday after Osu sub 
mlts his reslgnatlon letter to 
Sakaran 

The plamtlffs - Kalman 
Buangan Abdul RaJik Arm 
and D Ismail D Jamlang - 
filed their suit at 12 1Opm m 
the High Court through law 
yer Datuk James Ghan1 

They claimed that they were 
not representing any pohtlcal 
party 

Named as first defendant 

was Sakaran 
The state government IS the 

second defendant with rotated 
chief ministers Datuk Yong 
Teck Lee and Tan Sri Bernard 
Dompok as third and fourth 
defendants respectively 

In their suit the three are 
seeking a declaration that the 
Yang di Pertua Negro acted ul 
tra vu-es the Sabah Constltu 
tlon by appomtmg Yong of Sa 
bah Progressive Party and 
Dompok of United Pasok MO 
mogon Kadazandusun Murut 
Orgamsatlon as chief muus 
ters on Dee 28 1996 and May 
28 1998 respectively 

They are seeking a declara 
tlon that all administrative 
acts pollcles and decisions 
made by them durmg their re 
spective terms of offlce as 
chief mlmster were illegal and 
null and void 

In their supportmg affida 
vlt the three said that Yong 
and Dompok were appamted 
as chief ministers m line with 
the purported rotation system 
announced by Dr Mahathlr 
sometlme during the 1994 
state elections 

They said they believed that 
the rotation system was not 
provided form the Sabah Con 
stitution 

The three said the state Con 
stltution also did not provide 
for the two year term of the 
chief mmlster and that the 

chief mmlster must be from 
one of the three races - Mus 
hm non Muslim or Chinese 

The appointment of the 
chief minister made under 
this purported rotation system 
was not proper and lawful 
they clalmed 

Clause 3 of Article 6 of the 
state Constltutlon states that 
the Yang di Pertua Negro shall 
appomt as chief minister a 
member of the legislative as 
sembly who m his Judgment is 
hkely to command the confl 
dence of the maJonty of the 
members of the assembly 

Ard the Yang di Pertua Ne 
gri shall appoint the other 
members of the assembly to 
the Cabinet m accordance 
with the advice of the chief 
minister 

Also Cited by the plamtlffs 
was Clause 7 of Article 6 
which states that the leader of 
a political party which has 
won a maJorlty of elected 
seats and who is a member of 
the assembly 1s hkely to corn 
mand rhe confidence of the 
malorlty of the assembly 

In the current 54 member 
assembly including six nom1 
nated members Umno holds 
29 seats Part1 Bersatu Rakyat 
Sabah (seven) SAPP (four) 
Upko (three) and LDP (two) 
while opposition Part1 Bersatu 
Sabah holds nme seats 
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