
‘People of Sabah have accepted 
modification to rotation svstem’ 
KOTA, KINABAL !?%!I -2 P!m!A!l12&hmk thev have acce&ed 
Minister Datuk Serl Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said the modlflcatlon to 
the rotation system for the Sabah 
Chief Mmlstershlp has been widely 
;1Lceptcd bq the people of the State 

no one raised any questlonsat all 
even from Umno he said 

Asked if there was a time frame 

Under the modified formula 
Umno the dommant partner m the 
Statt Il?rlsan Naslonal Govern 
mcnt will hold the Chief Mmliter s 
po\t alternatl\cly with a leader 
trom the non Muslim Bumiputera 
and ( hmtsc commumt) 

I)r Mdhltblr sold after m commb 
( hlcf Mlnl%tcr Datuk Chong Kah 
Kl It hii compltted hlr two year 
tclm 3 1~ ldcr from Umno ~111 take 
obcr from blm followed by a non 
Mu4im Humlputera leader 

Introduced when the BN took 
o\cr the \tate admimstrdtion in 
1994 the rotation wab orlgmally to 
Lnable the three mam commumtleq 
in Sabah to take turn at being Chief 
Muustcr ever) two 3 ears 

Speakin& at a press conference at 
the alrport here before leaving for 
Kuali Lumpur after a two day of 
fiLla \lslt to the State Dr Ma 
hathir Mho 15 Umno president and 
BN chdlrman said Sabah Umno 
had also accepted the new formula 

The) (people of Sabah) seems 
very happy (with the new formula) 
they did not raise any problem at 

for the lmplementatlon of the ro 
tatlon system Dr Mahathlr said it 
would depend on the response from 
the people 

On whether the rotation system 
would be included in the BN man 
lfesto for the next State election he 
said a declTlon on the matter would 
be made when the time comes 

To another question Dr Mahathlr 
said the Kadazandusun commumtv 
should not complam because a 
leader from the community was not 
appointed to replace out going 
Chief Minister Datuk Osu Sukam 

He said if the Kadazandusun 
wanted a leader from the commu 
mty to become Chief Minister they 
should have voted for Tan Sri Ber 
nard Dompok who was the in 
cumbent Chief Minister when Sa 
bah went to the polls m 1999 

Apparently they (Kadazandu 
sun) did not want him (Dompok) 
because they did not vote for him 
so they cannot complain now 
they were given a very good 
chance he said 

Dr Mahathlr said he even came to 
Sabah to campaign for Dompok 
during the 1999 election but the 

J 

Kadazandusun chose to vote for the 
Datuk Joseph Palrm Kltmgan led 
Part1 Bersatu Sabah 

Obviously they (Kadazandusun) 
think that Palrm was the likely 
Chief Mmlster so they voted for 
him and it was a waste of votes 
because all the senior Kadazandu 
sun leaders in the BN lost he said 

It has been reported that several 
Kadazandusun based BN compo 
nent members were disappointed 
that a leader from the commumty 
was not appointed as the new Chief 
Minister 

On the dismissal of an apphca 
tlon b> three businessmen for an 
m]unctlon to restrain Chong flom 
being sworn in as the new Chief 
Mmlster Dr Mahathlr said to him 
the decision was appropriate 

Their action was frivolous and 
baseless they Just want to create 
problems he said 

Dr Mahathir said he had already 
spoken to Chong on the formation 
of the new Sabah Cabmet 

Hr wever he declined to reveal 
the composition of the cabinet 
saying that it was up to Chong to 
decide 

On the role to be given to Osu 
after he had completed his two year 
term as Chief Mmlster Dr Ma 
hathlr said he would think about it 
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