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CONTESTS seem unavoidable in 
more than half of Kedah’s 15 divi- 
sions. Although there will be no 
contest for the top post in six divi- 
sions, including Kubang Pasu 
which is headed by Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, 
campaigning is intense in many di- 
visions. 

This trend is expected to contin- 
ue until the divisional elections 
which begin next month as incum- 
bents and challengers alike are 
aware that the number of nomina- 
tions they obtain from the 
branches do not reflect the actual 
support they will get when dele- 
gates go to vote. 

The intensity in campaigning is 
so great that observers said Umno 
members have forgotten who their 
most dangerous enemy is. 

All are too absorbed in entertain- 
ing selected people and going door- 
to-door campaigning for votes that 
the doors are left open for Pas to 
carry on their activities freely to 
garner support in the past one 
month. 

It looks like only Kuala Kedah di- 
vision chief Datuk Zakaria Said 
had heeded the no-contest call for 
top division posts by Datuk Seri 
Syed Razak Syed Zain when he 
gave way to the Menteri Besar to 
lead the division. 

But Zakaria who had offered him- 
self for the deputy division chief 
post is in trouble as hc faces strong 
challenge from the division’s for- 
mer secretary Datuk Abdullah Has- 
nan Kamaruddin. 

Although Syed Razak, who is Ke- 
dah liaison committee chairman 
had repeatedly said his no-contest 
advice should not be miscontrued 
as a note of approval for incum- 
bents to overstay, it was made in 
the hope that the incumbents and 
aspirants can compromise to avoid 
further disunity among members. 

Besides Dr Mahathir and Syed 

Razak who are the Kubang Pasu 
chief and Kuala Kedah deputy chief 
respectively, the other incumbents 
who won unopposed are the reli- 
gious adviser to Dr Mahathir, Da- 
tuk Paduka Abdul Hamid Othman 
(Sik), Culture, Arts and Tourism 
Minister Datuk Abdul Kadir Sheikh 
Fadzir (KulimlBandar Bar@, State 
Housing and Local Government 
committee chairman Ahmad Ba- 
shah Md Hanipah (Alor Star) and 
the political secretary to Finance 
Minister Tun Daim Zainuddin Da- 
tuk Arzmi Hamid (Merbok). 

While Dr Mahathir, Syed Razak 
and Abdul Kadir received nomina- 
tions from all branches which had 
held their meetings. Abdul Hamid 
retained his post-decause former 
Sik division chief Datuk Dr Wan 
Azmi Ariffin, who rejoined Umno 
early this year, is ineligible to con- 
test as he needs to become a mem- 
ber for three years to enable him to 
do this. 

Ahmad Bashah’s challenger, the 
division’s deputy chief Dr Fauzi 
Abdul Hamid failed to get the mini- 
mum nominations, making it an 
easy win for the former. 

Dr Fauzi however is defending 
his deputy chief post and he is ex- 
pected to face strong challenge 
from the division’s secretary Ham- 
zah Jasin. 

It was also an easy win for Arzmi 
as his challenger, division Youth 
chief Datuk Mokhzani Mahathir did 
not qualify due to insufficient num- 
ber of nominations from the 
branches. 

Yan division chief Datuk Badar- 
uddin Amiruldin is also likely to be 
returned unopposed as the divi- 
sion’s Youth chief Datuk Shuhaimi 
Abdullah has yet to decide on tak- 
ing on Badaruddin. 

As for the Kubang Pasu deputy 
chief post, a strong tussle between 
incumbent Tan Sri Osman Aroff 
and vice chief Datuk Saad Man is 
expected. 
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certain divisions, efforts are still 
underway to convince aspirants to 
compromise. 

If this fails, political observers 
say Syed Razak, who took over as 
the liaison committee chief soon af- 
ter he became Menteri Besar in De- 
cember, 1999, will be deemed un- 
able to command the respect of the 
division chiefs and senior party 
members. 

Already there are those among 
the challengers who question his 
no-contest advice as they feel their 
divisions badly need young blood. 

The old guards on the other 
hand, refuse to give way despite 
holding their posts for more than a 
decade. 

“If the Menteri Besar does not 
want to see contests for fear mem- 
bers will become disunited, than he 
has to have a formula which not 
only will satisfy the aspirants but 
one which can strengthen Umno to 
face Pas’ onslaught,” said a former 
division leader. 

Keen contests are expected in Pa- 
dang Terap, Pokok Sena, Sungai 
Petani and even Kuala Kedah 
where there are numerous com- 
plaints ranging from money poli- 
tics and giving treats to improper 
ways branch meetings are conduct- 
ed. 

Most complaints also have not 
reached State Umno election man- 
agement committee probably be- 
cause “everyone else is doing it”. 

Padang Terap division chief Da- 
tuk Afiffudin Omar, Ahmad Lebai 
Sudin (Pokok Sena chief) and Chc 
Ibrahim Mustapha are also facing 
strong challenges. 

Afiffudin is facing his deputy Da- 
tuk Ghazali Ibrahim. who based on 
the nominations received and 
grassroots support, is one formida- 
ble challenger. 

and Tanjong Seri Assemblyman 

There will also be a stiff fight be- 
tween former State Exco member 
Ahmad Lebai Sudin who lost his 
Bukit Lada seat to Ismail Kamis 
from Pas and State Exco member 
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by most 
Fadzil Hanafi in Pokok Sena. 

Holding a post in the State Gov- 
ernment has an advantage to Fad- 
zil since party members believe he 
will be able to deliver something to 
the people in Pokok Sena, the par- 
liamentary seat being held by Pas 
Youth chief Mahfuz Omar and the 
other State seats including Langgar 
held by Mohd Shauki lbrahim, also 
from Pas. 

The Sungai Pctani division made 
a record of sorts when its Tcluk Ni- 
pah branch chief lodged a police re- 
port that he had been assaulted a 
few hours after the Tcluk Nipah 
branch meeting concluded. 

It was understood that Shubki 
Hussin, 36. had promised certain 
aspirants to nominate them but did 
not do so. 

Campaigning in Sungai Petani is 
said to be so keen that members 
have been split into three factions 
~ under Ibrahim. Pantai Merdeka 
assemblyman Md Akhair Shafie 
and Education Ministry parliamen- 
tary secretary Datuk Mahadzir 
Khir. 

According to leaders in the divi- 
sion, the contest is expected to be 
nothing but fiery as all three are 
going for the number one post. 

For Datuk Raja Ariffin Sulaiman 
who is facing his deputy, State 
Exco member Datuk Zainol Md Isa 
to defend his post this time will not 
be easy because, like Fadzil in Po- 
kok Sena, Zainol has his govern- 
ment post to his advantage. 

The tussle for the Jerlun division 
chief post between incumbent Da- 
tuk Hanafi Ramli and his deputy, 
former State Exco member Abdul 
Rahman Ariffin is also deemed 
tough because members in Jerlun 
are said to prefer the younger lead- 
er. 

Division vice-chief Abu Hasan 
Sarif who is the Kota Siputeh as- 
semblyman has also qualified to 
contest. 

Many in Langkawi believe Agri- 
culture Ministry’s parliamentary 
secretary Datuk Abu Bakar Taib 

Kubang Pasu Division 
Division Chief: Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
Deputy Chief: Tan Sri 
3sman Aroff 
Vice-Chief: Datuk Saad man 
Youth Chief: Radzi Ayob 
Wanita Chief:Barishah Saad 

Lsngkswi Dlvlshx~ 
Division Chief: Daiuk Abu 
Bakar Taib 
Deputy Chief: Datuk Hassan 
Bulat 
Vice-Chief: Osman Saad 
Youth Chief: Nawawi Ahmad 
Wanita Chief: Ku Puteh Ku 
Osman 

Jerfun Division 
Division Chiel:Datuk Hanafi 
Aamli 
Deputy Chief: Datuk Abdul 
Rahman Ariffin 
Vice-Chief: Abu Hasan Sarif 
Youth Chief: lsmail Tayib 
Wanita Chief: Datuk Maznah 
Hamid 

PadangTerap Division 
Division Chief: Datuk Dr 
Affifudin Omar 
Deputy Chief: Ghazali lbrahim 
Vice-Chief: Che Mat Man 
Youth Chief: Abdul Latch 
Saman 
Wanita Chief: Zaharah Hashim 

Pokok Sena Division 
Division Chief: Ahmad Lebai 
Sudin 
Deputy Chief: Datuk Sheikh 
Alias Mustaffa 
Vice-Chief: Wan Hanapiah Wan 
Mat Saman 
Youth Chief: Ariffin Man 
Wanita Chief: Zainab Abdul 
Rahman 

Alor Star Division 
Division Chief: Ahmad Bashah 
Md Hanipah 
Deputy Chief: Dr Fauzi Abdul 
Hamid 
Vice-Chief: Baharuddin Kassim 
Youth Chief: Mohd Roslan 
lllamdin 
Wanita Chief: Syarifah Maznah 
Syed Kassim 

Pendeng Divfsion 
Division Chief: Datuk Othman 
Abdul 

Deputy Chief: Zakuan Ahmad 
Vice-Chief: Md Rozai Shafian 
Youth Chief: Abdullah Bahari 
Wanita Chief: Fatimah lsmail 

K&s bdah Mvisfon 
Division Chief: Datuk Zakaria Said 
Deputy Chief: Datuk Syed RazaK 
Syed Zain 
ViceChief: Mohd Jamil Md ldross 
Youth Chief: Halim Said 
Wanita Chief: Rokiah Zainuddin 

Yan Dhrislon 
Division Chief: Datuk Badruddin 
Amiruldin 
Deputy Chief: Abdul Razak 
Hashim 
Vice-Chief: Fazillah Ali 
Youth Chief: Datuk Mohd 
Suhaimi Abdullah 
Wanita Chief: Khalijah Arshad 

Sfk Divisiot~ 
Division Chief: Datuk Paduka 
Abdul Hamid Othman 
Deputy Chief: Mohd Salleh lsmail 
Vice-Chief: Azizan lshak 
Youth Chief: Hamlan Din 
Wanita Chief: Siti Mariam Salleh 

Sungal Petan1 Diviston 
Division Chief: Che lbrahim 
Mustaffa 
Deputy Chief: Md Akhir Shafie 
Vice-Chief: Jamaludin Yusof 
Youth Chief: Shuib Taib 
Wanita Chief: Umi Kalsom lsmail 

Pedsng Serai Dlvisfon 
Division Chief: Mohd Hadzir 
lsmail 
Deputy Chief: Md Yusof Harun 
Vice-Chief: Razali lshak 
Youth Chief: Abdul Halim 
Mohamad 
Wanita Chief: Che Pora Omar 

tde&okDivftiw 
Diviision Chief: Datuk Arzmi 
Hamid 
Deputy Chief: Mahmud Omat 
Vice-Chief: Suhaimi Razak 
Youth Chief: Datuk Mokhzani 
Mahathir 
Wanita Chief: Rosnah Majid 

K&n Bandat Baru lWiskm 
Division Chief: Datuk Abdul 
Kadir Sheikh Fadzir 
Deputy Chief: Hussain Abdul 
Rahman 
Vice-Chief: Abdul Halim Abdul 
Rahman 
Youth Chief: Azimi Daim 
Wanita Chief: Rokiah Hassan 

Baflng Division 
Division Chief: Datuk Raja 
Ariffin Raja Sulaiman 
Deputy Chief: Datuk Zainol 
Mat Isa 
Vice-Chief: Mohd Salleh 
Yaakob 
Youth Chief: Wahab Din 
Wanita Chief: Aishah Abdul 
Rahman 

will retain his post despite a strong 
a challenge from the division com- 
mittee member Fadzil Talib. 

In Pendang, former Pendang 
Member of Parliament Datuk Oth- 
man Abdul will have a tough time 
with his challenger, his deputy and 
Sungai Tiang assemblyman Md Ro- 
zai Shapian. 

Losing his seat to Pas president 
Datuk Fadzil Mohd Noor in the last 

general election probably gives an 
advantage to Md Rozai. 

He appears to be in a better posi- 
tion to represent them as he still 
rubs shoulders with senior State 
Government officials. 

Mohd Hadzir Ismail will face a 
straight fight in Padang Serai 
where he will be challenged by the 
division committee member Mohd 
Yusof Harun. 
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