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THE Malaysian Agricultural
Research and Development
Institute (Mardi), scoring nu-
merous achievements since its
inception 30 years ago, is not
about to rest on its laurels
and stay content.

Its  d i rec tor -genera l .  Dr
Saharan Anang.  said Mardi
hay  yc’t t o  hrl  a t  p a r  w i t h
other  international  research
organizations such as  those in
the  IJK.  the  US and Japan.

“It  took  ahout  50 years for
research institutes of dclvel-
opcd  countrieh t o  hc  where
thtly  ;II‘L’.  Mardi activities star-
ted 1~s than 10  years ago.” hc
told Business  Tiinrs  in an es-
clusiw  intcrvii~w  at his office
in Scrclang.  last week.

Mardi  yesttlrday  ccl&rated
its :Ioth  anniversary. The

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Di
Mahathir Mohamad at the
Serdang headquarters.

It will hold, from April 5,
talks and exhibitions at its
headquarters to showcase pro-
ducts developed by the private
sector which has benefitted
from Mardi’s achievements.

Todav.  Mardi has a total of
3% bra&es  or stations na-
tionwide with 3200 staffs, out
of which 4’L3  are researchers.
Mardi also has an overseas
station in Mali. Africa.

Mardi takes pride in being
the leading research institute
of the  country’s food, poultry
and agricultural sectors. It
conducts research to enhance
quality, gain and disseminate
knowledge and guidelines to
other sectors of the economy.

“We have all the expertise

and state-of-the-art equipment
to conduct research which are
at par with other leading re-
search institutes in the
world,” said Saharan.

Saharan, 53, is the eighth
director-general of Mardi. He
assumed-his post last year in
March and is a veteran of
the institute since starting his
career 31 years ago.

“Lets not forget, Mardi has
been doing all the research
works prior to the formation of
the Palm Oil Research Insti-
tute of Malaysia (Porim). Po-
rim only took helm of palm oil
research works in the late
1970s.

“The same goes with the
Department of Fisheries,
which was formed in 1979.
and the Malaysian Cocoa
Board (formed in 1986). And
most of the staffs are ex-

Mardi employees,” he added.
Prior to the formation of both

the Government departpents,
most of the technologies were
produced by Mardi.

Mardi was the pioneer in
cocoa fermentation techni-
ques, cocoa sweat, cocoa
spread and various research
works on fish-rearing such as
fish balls. fish-drying, carp-
rearing and other techno-
logical advancements.

About 95 per cent of rice
and padi  cultivation uses
Mardi techniques and seeds.

Currentlv. Mardi is seri-
ously con&&rating  in devel-
oping new technologies on
horticulture.

“Mardi would also like to
diversify into rearing of os-
trich. rabbit and turkev for
their’ meat on a national
scale,” said Saharan.
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