
Islamic state issue 
(ef to dominate proceedings at last parliament meeting of the year 1 

opportunity ~vill be capi-. 
talised during the parlia- 

the attacks on the US, the 
global superpower is try- 
ing to get other countries 
into its camp, and this 
could possibly have ad- 
verse effects on those who 
choose not to side with it. 

He also said since the 
attacks, Malaysia, as a 
Muslim nation. will be 
closely watched and a 
domestic clash between 
two Muslim groups (Umno 
and PAS) will further cast 
a bad image on the reli- 
gion. 

. ,  

Malaysians are nat confused about fslamic state issue 

By V. Gayathry 

The last meeting of the De- 
wan Rakyat for the yea1 
that opens tomorrow may 
see sparks flying as the 
Islamic state issue looks 
set to dominate the pro- 
ceedings. 

ment meeting. 
If the 37 opposition 

backbenchcrs from PAS 
and DAP have it their wag 
then they n-ill certainly be 
aiming their shots at the 
BN leaders over this topic. 

When ouenine the Gcra- 
km asselnblv l&t week. 
Prime Minister Datuk Scri 
Dr i!lahathir Mohamad 
said that Malaysia qnali- 
fies as an Islamic state, and 
is recognised by the 01.. 
qaiiisation of Islamic Cori- 
ference (OIC) as one. 

The tabling of the 
Budget by Mahathir, who 
is also finance minister, on 
Ott 19, has been brought 
forward by a week because 
he is scheduled to attend 
the Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (Apec) Sum- 
mit in Beijing beginning 
Ott 20. 

This last meeting in the 
second session of the 10th 
parliament is expected to 
last until the second week 
of December, with a possi- 
ble extension. 

So far, the bills that will 
be tabled are related to the 
regulation of intellectual 
property, although MPs 
expect the amendments to 
the Election Offences Act 
to prevent legal challenge 
of an electoral roll to be 
tabled as well. 

With tlvo opposition 
oartics -- DAP and PAS 
i‘inallv breaking off their 
20.m&thold alliance ovel 
this ver\- issue. the Rari- 
sari IVas‘ional go\-ernment 
has come in as the third 
party that has re\-ived the 
debate on ~~hether Malay- 
sia slio~~lcl be an Islamic 
state. 

“I foresee a heated cle- 
bate on the matter. cvith 
PAS most likelv to direct 
its challenges tc; Umno and 
DAP to MCA.” said deputy 
speaker Datuk Lim Si 
Cheng. 

ernmcnt that it plan to 
table a resolution at the 
Dewan Rakyat on hlalay- 
sia’s stand on the attacks 
and actions against the 
perpetrators. 

an Islamic state in his 
Budget 200% speech. effec- 
tivply to address the high- 
est authority in the coun- 
try on such an important 
matter. 

global oconoinic slow- 
down. made worst hv the 

This is heiny hotlv dis- 
pllted by D.&! n7hich 
points out that the Consti- 
tution defines hlnlnysia as 
a secular state, with Islam 
as the official religion. As 
such. all this talk of Ma- 
laysia being an Islamic 
state is moot. 

attacks on the US. 
The balanrc of the 

“For the government to 
do so, the cabinet must 
have met first and decided 
on it, but I am not aware of 
it vet. The ouuosition back- 
be&hers && table their 
motions.” said the MP fol 
Senai. 

RM-l.3 billion stimulus 
package nnnounced by 
Mahathir on Sept 25 will 
also be announced then. 

DAP secretary-general 
Kerk Kim Hock said the 
debates during this mcet- 
ing will hr dominated by 
the Islamic state issue, as 
other orders like the 

HN iJlP for Tambun. 
Datuk Husni Hanadzlah. 
who is the Backbenchers 
Club secretary, dots not 
think it is appropriate for 
the MPs to debate on the 
details of the Islamic state 
concept, which can be bet- 
ter resolved by a closed- 
door meeting involving all 
Muslim leaders. 

This. of course, comes 
shortly after UN compo- 
ncnt parties. especially 
MCA, Gerakan and SUPP ~ 
representing the Chinese 
communitv ~ took DAP to 
task for &operating with 
PAS. despite having clearly 
opposing ideologies. 

PAS, on the other hand, 
is pressuring Umno lead- 
ers into debating the issue. 
something the latter has 
reueatedlv declined to do. 

PAS Youth chief Mah- 
fuz Omar. who is Pokok 
Sena MP. said he will table 
a motion to condemn the 
declaration by the US to 
launch a war on Afghanis- 
tan and the impact on 
Malaysia’s economy and 
society 

tabling of bills will not 
draw the interest or atten- 
tion of the MPs. 

&WhateGer the case, this 
topic is expected to over- 
shadow the tabling of the 
Budget 2002 by Mahathir 
on Ott 19. The budget is 
exnccted to include addi- 
tidnal financial package 
for the relevant industries 
to cushion the impact of a 

“I am sure that PAS and 
DAP will make it an issue 
because it concerns the 
aspirations of Malay- 
sians.” said the Kota Mela- 
ka Ml? 

Meanwhile. Lim said 
there has been no indica- 
tion so far from the gov- 

He said PAS will chal- 
lenge the primt minister 
to declare that Malaysia is 

“Islamic state is an 
abstract concept. There 
are bigger issues that we 
should be concerned 
about, like the changing 
nature of the global securi- 
ty and economic system,” 
he said 

For one, he said. since 

It appears that the 
Opposition has the game 
in its favour now. and this 
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