PM criticises MTUC

Dr M: Proposed nationwide picket against EPF will not s{guy protaramsgs

Olve

By lan Mcintyre
ianm@thesundaily.com

LANGKAWI, Sun: Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad hit out at the
MTUC today for its planned nation-
wide picket” againgt the EPF, ing
such an approach will not solve
problems.

The prime minister said: “If they
think that through such an act it
W'”t_heln e ec(or;?my recover, then
continue. . . we (the government)
feel that if there ae problems, they
cannot be resolved through  picket-
ing.

He said now is not the time to
ralse issues because the country Is
facing a lot of problems,
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“ Ia%gi/ nﬁ;/ raise |othtg iss%elgé as
we dr e a ot problems”
he told reporters after attendi n%a
briefing on the progress of the
Tanjung Lebung yacht™ building and
repair yard project” here.

Mahathir was asked to comment
on the decison by the MTUC to hold
a ndionwide pickee on May 12 over
what it claimed is “alacK of sensi-
tivity to contributors’ interest” on
the pat of the EPE

Asked if he is willing to meet the
M’EUC on the mater, Mahathir said:

gy did not megt me before mak-
ing the awnouncem?]*nt, so it will he

i t to meet them.” . .
dﬁ%ué MTUC announced itsdeci-
sion to hold the picket this morning
(see Page 3). .

n another matter, Mahathir

sad it did not surprise hym that PAS
, /@m to PAGE 2

PAS will make all kinds of accusations, says Mahathir

from FRONT PAGE

“has termed as “haram” the
goodwill payment (payaran
ehsan) channelled to Tereng-
ganu in replacement of oil
royalty

“It"is easy for PAS to pass a

decree on various issues. |f

they do not agree, they will
meke dl kinds of accusations

PAS will do an?{thlr;\% to

spread malicious lies about

i_s%le*evi

branding Muslims, including
me, 25 apastates,” he said.

On the Indonesian govern-
ment’s caification on its dip-
lamat’s presence & the closed-
door briefing held by Parti
Keadilan Nasional president
Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizeh
Wan Ismail, Mahathir sad he
welcomes  the  explanation.

_ “We do not have problems
in accepting the explanation

(3‘;{1‘6 Zggli of because we aways wish to

have good relations with our
neighbours” ~ he_ saidl. _
Indonesian Foreign Affairs
Minister Alwi Shihab admit-
ted that its diplomat com-
mitted an eror because of his
falue to crosscheck the sta-
tus of the meeting and be-
lieved it had clearance from
the Malaysian government.
During his onedaﬁ visit,
Mahathir inspected the pro-

gress of work at the snake
sactuary, launched the RM45
million cable car system pro-

]\e/ea_:t at its base, the Oriental
|Ilaﬁ1e, and inspected work

on
SunE'a Kuda Mdaka

e aso visited Berjaya
Langkawi Beach and Spa Re-
st “where he held tdks with
mariner Datuk Azhar Mansor
and wes brifed on the devel-
opment of fivestar properties.
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