PM: DON'T

CREATE

TROUBLE

Dr M chides MTUC over picket plan

By ANTHONY TAN and AUDREY EDWARDS

LANGRAWI: The country is dready facing
a lot of problems and there is no need to cre-
ate new ones, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said yesterday.

“We already have enough problems. There
is no need to creste other problems” he sad
when asked about the proposd by the MTUC
to stage a nationwide picket on May 12
agang the reduction in EPF contribution by

Oyees .
“1f we hold pickets, people don’t want to
ﬁay. People will react and other things (will
appen). Who will benefit?’ he told report-
ers after aone-day visit to see the progress
of projects here yesterday.
Dr Mahathir said it was up to the MTUC

whether to go ahead with the picket.

“If they think such an approach can revive
the country’s economy, go ahead,” he added.

Asked if he would meet the MTUC on the
matter, he said: “They did not ask to meet
me. They made the announcement first. It is
difficult to meet them now.”

The Government had announced a two
percentage  point cut in EFF  contribution by
employess as a move to encourage domestic
spending as part of efforts to counter the
slowing world economy.

On the Eighth Malaysia Plan, Dr Ma-
hathir hoped that it would contribute to-
wards making the country a developed na-
tion by 2020.
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Dr Mahathir said the country failed to

ahieve ome tar dly” in
eradication, undgreﬁwe den¥h Many\/gig

Fan (19962(11)? because the recession
from 1997 to ealy 1999.

In an immediate MTUC pres-
Oat Syeor Zard sd the work-

ing committee’s decision to carry out the
pdet was_lsbjed to gpprovd from the gan
5t .

It will be submitted for endorsamant dur-
ing the next general council meeting on

*The picke plan, he sad, was proposed fa-
Iov_vingi numerous complaints from most
union leaders and members regarding the
EﬁP&"s announcement of a 6% annual divi-

He do sd the mambas wae ot dis
fied with the EPF Boad's exdandion on the
issue in view of the fadt thet there hed bean
a propod from the wakes marbas on
the boad to have a much higher dividend.

“This (the picket) is a message to the EPF
Bg%q members especialy the investment
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