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‘Groups sought outside

help to

KUALA SELANGOR
Groups out to topple the
Government have tried to
enlist help from a neigh-
bouring country to create
public riots and violence in
the country, said Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad yesterday.

“These people told their
friends in the neighbouring
country they also wanted to
create the same kind of cha-
" otic situation here.

“This is because rioting
and violence by irresponsi-
ble groups succeeded in
overthrowing the govern-
ment of the neighbouring
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country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir added that lo-
cal anti-government groups
would surely deny they
planned the use of explo-
sives, rioting and violence in
their objective to topple the
Government.

“But this is the same
group of people seeking help
from our neighbouring
country and telling their for-
eign friends of the intention
to copy the use of force,” he
told about 3,000 people gath-
ered at a meet-the-people
session in the Kuala Selang-
or covered sports stadium.

Also present were Selang-

or Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Dr Mohd Khir Toyo, MCA
Selangor chairman Datuk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and
Kuala Selangor Umno divi-
sion chairman Datuk Seri
Abu Hassan Omar.

Dr Mahathir said the po-
lice were forced to use
harsh measures when irre-
sponsible parties resorted to
the use of riots and violence
to destabilise the country.

“However, when the po-
lice applied a little force,
they were criticised for
abusing human rights.

“On the contrary, the
hardhanded measures were

create trouble’

taken to prevent the vio-
lence from spreading and
protect the safety of the ma-
jority,” said Dr Mahathir.
He added that police were
not an extreme group and
did not oppress the public.
However, he warned that
action would be taken
against those who flaunt the
law or try to create unrest.
“Malaysia is a country fol-
lowing the rule of law. The
respect for law keeps the
country safe and peaceful.
“Whoever chooses to go
against the law has to face
the courts and punishment,”
he said.
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