Teachers tell why

polarity

By S. INDRAMALAR
and GAVIN GOMEZ

PETALING JAYA: The inability to
communicate comfortably in a com-
mon language is one factor for po-
larity in national schools, severd
educators  said O?/este"day.

Students tend to group together
dong racid lines because they fed
inadequate communicating with oth-
ers especidly if they come from
vernacular - primary  schools.

“Students  from  vernacular
schools tend to be wesk in Bahasa
Maaysia and this hampers their
ability to communicate” sad a sec-
%ilary school teacher in the Klang

&y

She was commenting on Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's  statement on  Monday
that the education system had failed
to é)romote racial integration.

n Monday, Dr Mahathir said the
Government would review the pre-
sent  education system. Among the

-

R 2001
weaké'%the1 P§imAePMi%ister
cited was that the overemphasis on
religion had deterred many non-Ma
lay students from enrolling in na-
tional schools. _

The teacher, however, disagreed
with his comment. “I don't think this
isa problem as Idam is a religion
that preaches values which are in
line with Maaysian practices. There
might be a problem in implementa-
tion though,” said the teacher.

éed ser(]:ond I scr?ool .hﬁadﬂwistress

reed the problem with the w
ae%ucaﬁion p%lipies araely carried out.&ly

“The education system is fine. Af-
ter dl, it is basically the same sys-
tern that has worked for many of us
who are teachers now. The problem
| think lies with the implementation
of it a school level.”

Methodist Education Council sec-
retary Goh Keat Seng said: “The ob-
jective (of having schools foster ra-
cial integration) has to be measured
against ~implementation.

“Mission schools have aways had

takes nlace

a good mix of different ethnic
%roups and unity has been the focus
through the curriculum,  extra-cur-
ricular activities and the cultivation
of vaues’ o

Goh sad the rasponsbllg for na
tiona unity was not solely in the
hands of schools as students only
spent a part of their day there.

“Schools can only foster nationd
unity up to a point. It has to be sus-
tained after school hours and for
this to happen, society has to play a
role too.”

Teacher Ramani Nathan believes
that the education system below ter-
tiary level was fine, but felt a review
wasS necessary at the tertiary level.

“If we are talking about racial
segregation, this is more gpparent a
university level mainly because of
the quota system. . .

“If 'you wak into any public uni-
versty, you will find clear cases of
racial segregation where there is
very little communication between
the races outside the classroom.”
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