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KUAIA  l,IJMl’UII,  ‘I’ucs. A cotnmission
should hc  set up to detorminc how the cdu-
cation systctn can be reformed to hc rnorff

effective in fostering  racial unity. social ac-
tivist I)atuk  I,co  l,am  ‘I’hyc  said.

Hc said  i n p u t  should  hc gloatwtl f r o m
government  agc>ncies. non-govcrntneilt~ll
organisations.  educators and parents.

“‘l’hc commission should also find IJU~  to

what cxtont  the current system  has sue-
cccdcd  i n  fostering racial integration
among s tudents .”

1,~ said the>  problem now was a lac,k  of
i n t e r a c t i o n  among  studcnts  o f  tliffercnt
l‘ClCf>S.

“I bolic~vc~ the current education  systc~ni
she-uld wmain  a s  i t  i s .  T h i s  mc’ans wc1

should  continue having national and na-
t i o n a l - t y p e  xtlools.  I~owever,  inorf2 pro-

grarmncs  m u s t  he f o r m u l a t e d  t o  b r i n g
about interaction among stutlcnts.”

He said teachers, too, must play their
role  and  lwll~  promote interaction among
students  of  diffcrcnt  races .

Yesterday.  Prime Minister Datuk  Seri Dr
Mahnthir  Mohamad  said the c>dtication  sys-
tern had not hxn  able to achic)vc:  the  dt>-
s i r e d  rwulth  whcrc  uational  i n t e g r a t i o n
was  conwruc(I.  Hc said thr Government
would stud\- the weaknesses in the educa-
tion system which had result4  in some
parents not sending their  children to na-
t i o n a l  s c h o o l s .

National 1Jnion of l’amil  School Teachers
prcsidcnl  Shahul  Hamid  Mylin  Shah also
defended  national-type  schools.

Although  many have said that national-
type  scliools  prevent  i n t e g r a t i o n  a m o n g
tticl  raws.  they  must renlise  that integra-

tion problcins  wcrc  prevalent mainly at
sec~ondnr~-  s c l i o o l s  and universities.  hc
said. “Primary sc~l~ool  chiltlrcn  do not have
s u c h  problems.  ‘I’h~y happi ly  mix  wi th
each other.”

‘kc  wcnkncss  in t hr!  PdULY3tiOn  SystfXIl,

Shahul Hamid  said. was mostly tluc to the
fact that ‘ramil  and (‘hinctsc  schools did not
get enough  fundim.

Alt hougb  the ICducatioll  Act was amentl-
cd in I!195  and gyarantwd  the existewe  of
‘I’amil and Chinoso  scl~ools. the\;  did not
get  enough  t’ac~ilitiw He said that of the 520
‘I’amil  schools in tlw country, 360  were only
partially aided.

“These schools lack proper facilities like
a library, canteen and toilets. Improving
these facilities is usually left in the hands
of teachers and parents.”

He said if mow  funding was given to
these schools, they  wr~uld  be better able to
contribute  to the nation’s development.
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