
Supreme council should 
back decision, 1 2 $Q‘ ;;;,oJ says Dr M 
‘Endorsement will i-eflect commitment to wipe out money politics’ 
By Zubaidah Abu Bakar 

Kl\NGAK. ~1011. l)atuk Scri Dr 
hlahathir .\~ohamad saicl today the 
Umnv -:;l~rrnw council. scheduled 
to Ill(~l~1 011 Saturday. should en 
dorse the party disciplinary board’s 
decision to suspend six members 
found guilty of involvement in 
money politics. 

The l)art!- prcsidtnt said the en- 
dors(~niCllt \vas important to reflect 
Umn~)‘~ cninniitment to wipe out 
mcine~ politic\. 

“The mwting should support the 
dt>cision taken by the disciplinary 
board if (the decisions) are reject- 
ed. nobody would want to get them- 
selves invol~wl in fighting corrup- 
tion (\vithiii the party) in future,” 
hc sAcI at a meeting \vith Perlis 
Umno State and grassroots leaders 
at Dewan Rwidensi. 

l)r Rlahathir said he personal11 
did nljt \i:mt corrupt people to be in 
thr> party as their presence would 
tarniili I‘mno’s integrity. 

l lc> \:ritl pc:ople \verc already look- 
ins at Cmno negatively because 
SOIII~’ of its mcmhcrs and lraders 
\V(‘l’i’ (‘I rrl’llpt. 

“‘[‘tlr, -ilprcme council \vill re- 

ceiw a report from the tlisciplinar> 
board and I will give my views Con 

the report) together \vltli the CO~II- 
cil members. 

“My opinion is that XVC’ slioultl 
support the hoartl.” he haitl. adding 
that the part! ~vould not 1~s~ an! 
thing if it did not get the support 
from such pcoplc. 

The disciplinary board found sis 
leaders. including tlirw rli\ isivil 
chiefs guilty of indulging: in money 
politics and barred them from 
standing for clcctions and holding 
party posts for sis years 

The six are Gopeng division chief 
Mustafa Kamal Mohd Nan-i. Hngan 
Serai candidate for deputy chief 
Zaki Din. Baling division chief and 
Kedah State Ewco member Datuk 
Zainol Md Isa, Gopeng information 
chief Mohamad Annuar Uaharud- 
din. Selayang information chief 
Rahmat Abdullah and Yuar di\.i- 
sion chief and KFC Holdings X4a- 
laysia Hc~rhad cxrcutivr chairman 
Datuk Abdullah Omar. 

Dr Mahathir said although there 
would be appeals the decision:, of 
the disciplinary- board would be 
considered final. 

“We must clean up the party as 
we don’t n-ant people to hc disgust- 

ed with us because our leatlt~rs arr 
chosen in a corrupt manner.” 

Dr Mahathir said there might be 
pcoplc m-ho could accept corrupt 
leaders but there \vuuld be those 
Tvh~) 17 ould desert ~nino if ?li~ pni 
t> c,ontinuetl to keep them. 

“~kln‘t he angry if I ml a little 
strict this time. I have done all 
sorts of things ,,, appealing. crying 
Oil stage but to no avail. 

“I am trained as a mcdic>al doctor 
to bcnl thaw who are sick and 
~rmetimes this requires using radi- 
cal means,” he said citing an exam- 
ple of a diabetic patient tvith gan- 
grcnc in the foot where there is no 

other option but amputation. 
Admitting that sotne of those in- 

volved in moncv politics bad es- 
caped investigations hy the disci- 
plinary hoard because of lack of 
evidence and the reluctance h\ 
members to report bccnusc the of- 
fenders are their friends. Dr Ma- 
hathir said they should not think 
they could get away with it. 

“Since not all who indulgt,d in 
moncl- politics could be punished. 
people may think it is unfair .,, but 
if there is e\ idence \ve ivill take ac- 
tion.” he added. 

Ht- said hc would not sideline 

leadt’rs \vhcb (11d go011 \\ork for the 
part!. 

“I have no right to reject them. as 
you see even those who once op- 
posed mu are no\\ holdiii~ part! 
poGt5.” CltiIlg Ih~plity f’rim(~ \linis;- 
t 1’1‘ I);lt Uli S?ri A t~d1ill:lll Ahmad 
Uatla\vi, Ten~ku Razaicigh Ham- 
Ai. Cultuw. Arts and Tourism 
Uiniqter Dntuk .2htIul Kndir Shcikh 
F:l(1711‘. ~Or’l~i~~ll Xlinlstrr Datuk 
SyecI llamid Alhat. and Kangar dir% 
Gon chicaf Dntuk &d/i Shejkh Ah- 
mad 

Dr Ylahathir :ilso urged winners 
and losers in thr just concluded di- 
\-ikional elect ion\ to close ranks to 
strengthen tlw party. 

Speaking to rcportcrs after a dia- 
logue with representatives of the 
Natlonnl Students Consultative 
C~,uncil at I:ui\ ersiti I!tnra Malay- 
sia, in Sintok. ncnr Alor Star, later, 
Dr ~lahathir said he nas only giv- 
inr: hi> opinion \vhen c,allint: on the 
supreme council to entiorw tbc dis- 
c>iplinary board’.s dcc-ision. 

Dr Rlahathir said although the 
supreme council Lvould hear the al,- 
peals of those concerned. it ha{! to 
consider rationall>- the role of the 
board. 

“Lye have appointed a special 
body to investigate ancl \ve ha~c to 
give rational consideration to its 
clecisions or else no one will ever 
n-ant to be a member of such a 
committee,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said Umno had to be 
serious in its action against monel 
politics now or no one would ever 
take the party seriously. 

Hc said some people may be sad- 
dened and may even hate the part! 
because of this drastic action. 

“The question is, if we don’t do 
this. \ve will lose support. If we do 
this, we will also lose support of the 
people who are not loyal to the par- 
ty and who think only of then- 
selves. 

“WC are doing this for the good of 
the party,” he added. 

Asked whether Zainol. \vho is the 
only one among six found guilt!- of 
holding a government post. should 
relinquish his State Esco post. Dr 
l\lahatliir said the party \voultl (‘ori- 
sider the ninttcr. 
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