
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed:
Ent r i e s  to  loca l  pub l i c  h igher
learning institutions will
a lways  be  d i sputed  as  long  as
there  are  s tudents  who fa i l  to
make the cut .

Education Minister Tan
Sri Musa Mohamad said
today,  achieving a  100% ter-
t ia ry  enro lment  i s  imposs ib le
and that, no country ih the
world has  ever  accomplished
t h a t .

“However. the issue will
not arise if all parties under-
stand the limitations of uni-
versities in terms of infra-
s t ruc ture  as  wel l  as  the  teach-
ing faculty.” he told a news
conference at Parliament
l o b b y

Musa was refc+rring  to  t he
controversy surrounding a
newsaaoer  reoort  on Mav 3
which &atcd chat there w&-e
7 .168  unfilled  places  reserved
f o r  b u m i p u t r a s  f o r  t h e
2001/2002  academic sess ion.

continue to a&e if certain
parties keep expecting local
univers i t i es  to  provide  p laces
for  a l l  qua l i f ied  s tudents .

“Every year, there are
cases of  qual if ied bumiputra
and  non-bumiput ra  s tudents
who are not shortlisted by
t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

“They will have to seek
other  a l ternat ives  for  ter t iary
educat ion.”

Musa  sa id  i t  i s  because  of
such  ins tances  tha t  mot iva t -
ed the settine  UD  of more ari-
vate higher iearning  ins&u-
t ions ,  and  the  es tab l i shment
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h e r
Education Fund (NHEF) to
help  pay  the  s tudents ’  admis -
s ion fees .

“S tuden t s  can  a l so  op t  fo r
other alternatives including
teaching colleges and poly-
technics .”  he  sa id .

Explaining the confusion
sparked by the newspaper

repor t ,  Musa  sa id  i t  was  par t -
ly  due  to  the  min i s t ry ’ s  un in -
ten t iona l  de lay  in  c lea r ing  up
the mistake.

He  sa id  Higher  Educa t ion
Deoartment  directar  Prof Dr
Ha&an  Said sent  an explana-
t i on  l e t t e r  t o  t he  ed i t o r ’ s  co l -
umn after the publication of
the ar t ic le .

“He did not expect the
mat te r  to  tu rn  se r ious ,  un t i l  I
told him in the evening to call
for a press conference.

“However, since the next
three days were holidays, it
could not be held,” he said.

Muss  s a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i -
days ,  the  minis t ry  contac ted
several reporters in a bid to
clear up the confusion, but
s topped when Pr ime Minis ter
Da tuk  Se r i  Dr  Maha th i r
Mohamad made a statement
o n  Sunday

He said it is not wise to
coinc ide  the  min is t ry’s  s ta te -
ment with the prime minis-

enrdlment’
ter ’s  s ta tement ,  .and the min-
istry had instead decided’to
send an official to brief
Mahath i r  on  the  i ssue .

“On Monday ,  the  min is t ry
parliamentary secretary
(Datuk Mahadzir  Mohd Khir)
went  to  Univers i t i  Utara  Ma-
laysia  where the prime minis-
ter was to give an explana-
t i o n .

“However, he (Mahadzir)
was olily able to give the
explanation after the prime
minister had made another
s ta tement  on  the  i s sue  whi le
he was  there ,”  Musa sa id .

Due to the predicament,
the  min i s t ry  cou ld  on ly  i s sue
the explanation earliest yes-
terday ,  he  sa id .

The explanation was made
by  Hassan  when  he  opened  a
colloquium in Genting High-
lands ,  sa id  Muss,  in  which  he
told reporters that all bumi-
put ra  p laces  in  publ ic  un iver -
s i t i es  have  been  f i l l ed .
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