Need for commission to articulate South-South views

Sl HAL 2001

and Cuba discussed todav the
sefting up of a commisson or
a centre to ensure that the
views of the South-South
cc[)iuntrls ae beter articulat-
ed.

Foreign Minister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Albar said
both countries felt’ that the
P?Wd group istoo hugeto be

ear

G77, of which Maaysia
and Cuba are members, con-
l§|sts of more than 100 mem-
ers.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
and Cuban President Fidel
Castro led their respective
delegations & the meeting.

“The idea was first dis-
cussed in Havana last -year”
Syed Hamid told a press con-
ference after attending a
bilateral meeting here.

Castro is on a three-dav

vist to Mdaysa a the invita

tion of the Yang diPertuan
Agong Sultan ahuddin
Abdul _Aziz  Sheh.

® This is Cagro's firgt visit
to Malaysia aimed at streng-
thening frelations  with
Malaysia. ) )
Sved Hamid sad Maavsa
sees-the urgency of the crea-

tion of the commission in
view_of the problem.
“The prime minister (Dr

Mahathir) mentioned that we

cannot

work  effectively
under the

G77,” he sad.
“We can attend meetings,
but if we want to be more
aticulae, we need to hae a
smaller group to act as a
research or arbitration cen-
tre before our views ae b
mitted, debated or put for-
wad among the better devel-
oaed countries.”
ed Hamid sdd when the
G77 is better articulated, it

should have the ability to
influence  the  world ~ economic
and trading sysem.
He said Mahathir and
Castro dso agreed that devel-
oping countries need to sand
together and understand
each othe’'s issues and tackle
them in an intellectual and
articulated way. )
“Malavsia 'is using al
sorts of “mechanisms to get
developing countries togeth-

er as| think thereisalack of
cohesiveness and solidarity
among developmg countries
in putting forward their
views. i

~ “Asaresult, we are side-
Im(?d and marginalised,” he
said.

Syed Hamid also said
Mahathir and Castro have
had some discussions during
the former’s presence at last
yea's G77 summit in Havana
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