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Board’s decision made in line with party constitution, says Abdullah
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. KEPALA BATAS, Sat: The
Umno disciplinary board’s
decision to suspend party
members found guilty of
breach of discipline was
made after careful delibera-
t i o n .

Umno deputy president
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said no one could dis-
pu te  the  board’s  dec i s ion  as
as i t  had been made in accor-
dance  wi th  the  pa r ty ’ s  cons t i -
t u t i o n .

He  sa id  i t  wou ld  be  bes t  i f
the members concerned

accepted t h e dec i s ion
a l though  they  have  the  r igh t
to  appea l .

“I am sure the board mem-
bers  went  in to  every  de ta i l  o f
each case before making the
decis ions.  The accused were
also given the chance to
defend themselves before the
board ,”  Abdul lah  sa id .

He said members who
indulged in wrongdo ing
would have to pay for their
ac t ions  i f  found gui l ty  as  the
party took a serious view of
invo lvemen t  in m o n e y
p o l i t i c s .

“If there is anything that
Umno will not tolerate, it is
the  use  of  money pol i t ics  and

there is no compromise on
th is .”

A b d u l l a h  s a i d  t h e  p a r t y ’ s
supreme council would con-
sider the appeals made at its
next  meeting.

Meanwhile, in PEKAN,
Bernama reported that
Umno vice-president Datuk
Seri Najib Abdul Razak said
the stern action was in line
wi th  the  pa r ty ’ s  w i sh  to  p ro -
ject a positive image to
soc ie ty

He said it also served to
deter others from indulging
in  money  po l i t i c s .

“This is the last warning,
there will be no more after
this. We will act at once,”

Na j ib  s a id .
Najib, who is the defence

minister and member of par-
liament for Pekan, was spea-
k i n g  t o reporters after
opening the Pahang  Educa-
tion and Career expo here.

On Umno pres ident  Datuk
Seri  Dr  Mahathir  Mohamad’s
s ta tement  yes te rday  tha t  d iv i -
sional leaders might no
longer  be  awarded cont rac ts ,
Najib said it indicated Maha-
thir’s desire to keep money
pol i t i c s  i n  check .

He agreed that some mem-
bers  could  have contes ted  for
the  d iv i s ion  ch ie f ’ s  pos t  w i th
the aim of securing con-
t rac t s .
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