Hamid: India
can be active
player in SE Asia

SUN, i5 MAY 2001

PUTRAJAYA, Man: India
has to iron out several con-
tentious issues and conflict-
ing views such asthe views
on the US National Missile
Defence (NMD)  policy before
it can be an active player in
Southeast Asa.

Foreign Minister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Syed Albar
said today Malaysia rejected
the NMD as it ‘undermines
global commitment towards
reducing conventional and
nuclear arsenals. )

“The_ reaction here is neg-
dive The plan does nothing
to ensure peace and security
in the region. We wanted a
total ban on arms and any-
thing that adds to the stock-
pile as this will not reduce
tension. -

“However, India is willing
to discuss with Malavsia on
the matter,” he told reporters
. after a closed-door meeting
between Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad and Indian Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
pavee and the Indian delega-
tion here tody

Vajpayee iS leading a dde
gation of 138 ministers, se-
nior officials and business-
men on a four-day vist here.

India had come out in sup-
port of the controversial
NMD, unveiled by US Presi-
dent George Bush two weeks
ago, and this response has
oravn anger from Esd Adan
countries, . namelv  China

ed Hamid sad in gene-

, Mdaysa is saisfied ~with
India’s role at the regional
level but dressed that it could
be strengthened.

India is a didogue ner
of the Association of South-
ed Adan Naions (Asean) &
its many forums like ‘the
Asean Plus 1, the Asean
Regiond Forum and the Post
Ministerial Councils. ]

“We would like to see this
role being developed 0 tha it
can act asacatalyst torela-
tions between this” region and
South Ada” he sad.

_On the meeting, Syed Ha-
mid said the two [eaders
talked about furthering the

interests  of developing, coun-
tries at al possible venues
such as the World Trade
Organisation ~ (WTO).

He said Mahathir had ex-
messed disappointment that
the cal for reforms In the
global financial architecture
Following ‘the financid crisis
had lost its momentum.

“We have to eet neoole
talking about it and Indiais
aostive in  collaborating  with
us to push the agenda,” he
added.
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