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IPOH. Tues: Closer ties should 
be cuhivated among youths of 
various races in the country as 
they will determine the shape of 
societv to come. 

Pr<me Minister Datuk Dr 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
this should be inculcated amone 
the youths especially as MalaG 
sia is a multi-racial nation. 

“lf one does not know how to 
maintain good ties among the 
various races when he is young, 
it will be more difficult to do so 
when he is older,” Mahathir 
said. 

This will make it difficult for 
us to develop such ties among 
the races, he said, hence the 
importance of moulding one’s 
character and way of thinking 
from young. 

While admitting that this is a 
formidable task, Mahathir said 
this will be the determining fac- 
tor for the wellbeing of the coun- 
try in the future. 

“There should be more 
events where youths of the vari- 
ous races gather as one race - 
the Malaysian race,” he said. 

Mahathir said this in his 
opening speech during the na- 
tional level Youth Day celebra- 
tions themed “Voluntarism the 

all the races being united say- 
ing: “Although we have our own 
opinions on certain matters, we 
must always be together and re- 
main united.” 

Mahathir also reminded 
youths of the importance of 
having responsible leaders who 
put the needs of others before 
their own. 

“These leaders should be able 
to carry out the task in a serious 
and responsible manner and not 
be influenced or swayed by other 
elements,” he said. 

“We own the country and 
have the sole right to determine 
the outcome of our future,” he 
said. 

Mahathir, white stressing the 
importance of voluntarism 
among youths, also called upon 
youths in the country to reject 
negative ideals from foreign 
countries which place emphasis 
on self-gain. 

“Thivery idea that greed and 
selfish acts are good should be 
rejected outright by local 
youths,” he added. 

Also present at the function 
were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohd Ali, Youth and Sports 
Minister Datuk Hishammuddin 
Tun Hussein, Mentri Besar Da- 
tuk Seri DiRaja Mohd Tajol 
Rosli Ghazali and Malavsian 
Youth Council President Sai- 
fuddin Abdullah. 

At the function which was 
attended by some 30,000 people, 
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