Chinese giqes a boost for Barisan leadership
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THE decision by Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to ap-
point two Chinese special
aides is certainly a boost to
the Barisan Nasional leader-
ship.

The Prime Minister’s deci-
sion to name a Chinese politi-
cal secretary and a Chinese
press secretary will enable
him to have better insight into
the sentiments of the commu-
nity.

At present, Dr Mahathir has
three political secretaries and
a press secretary who, by tra-
dition, are all Malays.

Currently, he also has a spe-
cial officer who is a former
Bernama economics editor.

His press secretary is an-
other Bernama journalist
while his assistant press sec-
retary is from the New
Straits Times, both on second-
ment.

A lawyer and Nanyang
Sty Pau deputy chief editor

HE Hior ava Taag
Kee Chien have been

appointed political secretary
and press secretary respec-
tively.

The new appointees will fur-

_ther enable the Government to

convey its views to the Chi-
nese community more effec-
tively.

The appointments would al-
low Dr Mahathir to obtain
quick translations of Chinese
newspapers and as one report
said “to be plugged into the
Chinese media network.”

So far, the.e has been no of-
ficial announcement on the
designations of the two ap-
pointees.

The foreign news agencies
and an Internet news website,
in their attempts to derile the
MCA, have pointed out that
the two new assistants do not
belong to the party.

Except for Dr Mahathir’s
three political secretaries,
who are all Umno members,
the rest of his aides are either
government servants or those
on secondment from private

com es.

Most of these aides are not
Umno members. The appoint-
ment of the two Chinese aides,
who are not MCA members, is
thus not something unusual.

The insinuation that MCA
has been snubbed by the lead-
ership has no credence.

Dr Mahathir's move will
certainly boost his standing
among the Chinese communi-
ty who are regarded as deci-
sive voters in elections.

It is a demonstration of the
leadership’s commitment in
wanting to tackle issues con-
fronting the nation more ef-
fectively.

There have been controver-
sies affecting the community
including the failure of top
SPM non-bumiputra students
to secure the limited places in
universities, the relocation of
SRK (C) Damansara and the
Vision Schools.

The MCA is already repre-
sented in the Cabinet together
with other Chinese-based par-
ties.

But the appointment of
these two assistants will pro-

vide an independent view of
issues affecting the communi-
ty to the Prime Minister.

The task of monitoring is-
sues highlighted by the Chi-
nese newspapers is presently
the task of the Home Ministry.
MCA leaders also follow
closely the views of these pub-
lications.

The Chinese newspapers
have always adopted a more
independent stand in their
coverage of events.

The appointment of a Chi-
nese press secretary will act
as a link between these publi-
cations and the Government.

These newspapers, some-
times, are inward-looking and
do not see the wider picture
when a controversial issue
crops up.

These special assistants,
through constant contact with
these newspapers, would lead
to better interaction between
both sides.

In the case of the political
secretary, his role as an inter-
mediary will provide the lead-

ership with more non-partisan
views on issues, given the ri-
valry between Chinese-based
component parties in the Bari-
san Nasional.

The Prime Minister has set
a trend of appointing non-bu-
miputras as his special assis-
tants. It should be emulated by
key Cabinet ministers.

In Sabah, it has always been
a practice for the chief minis-
ters to appoint a few political
secretaries from the main
communities. _

In Penang, former Chief
Minister Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu had appointed a Malay as
his press secretary.

Present Chief Minister Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon has con-
tinued the tradition.

The appointments are testi-
mony to the leadership's ef-
fort to project a truly Malay-
sian Government represented
by the multi-racial component
parties in the Barisan.

It is also a continuation of
Umno's track record in the
politics of accommodation.



	Chinese aides a boost for Barisan leadership (The Star 17/05/2001)

