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Degree courses f6r  thbse  with IOAs or more, says Ong

By Eileen Ng

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues:
The Education Ministry has
allotted an additional 410 uni-
vers i ty  sea t s  fo r  s tudents  who
obtained excellent SPM re-
sults but failed to secure
places at public universities.

MCA Youth chief Datuk
Ong Tee  Keat  sa id  today 160
places  were a l located for  s tu-
dents with 1OAs  and above,
and the  res t  are  for  s tudents
with 9.4s and below

“Those with 1OAs  and
above wil l  be offered degree
courses , ” he said at a press
conference.

Ong, who is also the deputy
youth and sports minister,

said those with 9As  and below
will also be admitted to degree
courses. However, priority
will be given to those who ob-
ta ined  1A in f ive Science and
Mathemat ics  subjects .

He sa id  th is  assurance  was
g iven  by  Educa t ion  Min i s te r
Tan Sri Musa Mohamad after
a meeting with Barisan Na-
sional  component  par ty  youth
chiefs  yesterday

Asked whether the stu-
den ts  wi l l  be  g iven  courses  o f
the i r  cho ice ,  Ong  sa id :  “They
wi l l  be  g iven  courses  re la ted
to their choice this depends
on the  un ivers i t i es  concerned
as to whether there are suffi-
cient  places or not.”

For STPM students, Ong
said the movement received 17
cases  of  s tudents  who receiv-

ed straight As but failed to
ga in  en t ry  in to  pub l i c  un ive r -
sities.

‘After  the meeting, it was
agreed that  14  of  them will  be
offered places to do medicine
and the others will be given
courses  of  their  choice.”

Ong said it is inevitable
tha t  some deserv ing  s tudents
will be unable to enter local
universities and the move-
ment will continue to help
those affected.

He also said the movement
had submitted to the Public
Services  Department  a  l is t  of
37  s tuden ts  who  fa i l ed  to  ob-
t a in  PSD scho la r sh ips  desp i t e
being eligible. .

“We are grateful that the
relevant authorities are very
responsive towards the stu-

dents’ plight and we are in the
midst  of  t rying to solve some
minor deta&,“he  s a i d .

Ong said the movement
also  appealed  to  the  minis t ry
t o  enrol diploma holders  f rom
local universities and poly-
technic to the second year
degree  courses .

The  p l ight  of  SPM s tudents
‘ w h o  fafiedto  secure  places  in
public universities despite
achieving straight As sur-
faced ear ly  this  month.

As a result, MCA Youth
had amassed about 900 com-
plaints from students and a
report was submitted to
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad and
Deputy Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi .
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