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W 
l<I offer our gratitude to Allah 
swt for his blessings in en- 
abling us to meet here today at 
the joint opening of the Umno 

Youth and Wanita assembly. We pray that 
Allah swt will guide and bless this assem- 
bly. WC pray that our discussions and 
thoughts will give us insights which will 
assist us in planning and furthering our ob- 
jectives in spreading the teachings of Is- 
lam; in safeguarding our sovereignty; in 
furthering the cause of our race: and in 
strengthening unity of the umrr2nh in this 
beloved IantI of ours. 

We were beaten down and lost power in 
Terengganu and we failed to wrest control 
of Kelantan, yet again. Power, once lost, is 
so arduous to regain. I reminded delegates 
that the voting patterns, in particular 
amongst our Malay supporters, should 
serve as a warning alarm to jolt us from the 
slumber of having been serenaded by the 
sweet lullabies of prolonged years of vic- 
tory. 

Since the last assembly a year ago, we 
have faced two by-elections, one in the Te- 
luk Kemang parliamentary constituency 
and the other, in the Lunas State constitu- 
cncy in Kedah. We won by a much-reduced 
majority in Teluk Kemang. In Lunas, we lost. 

1 would like to w~~lconic all delegates to 
the annlial general assemblies of Umno 
Youth and Wanita Umno. You went 
through a I~ngtll>~ tlcmocratic process to be 
chos~~n to ix~prc~nt your mcmbcrs. ‘l’hcy 
bavo c~ntrustc4 you to proscnt their views 
and to chiiiil~)ioii their (‘ause and 1 hope 
that all of York value> this trust. 1 also take 
this opportunity to wclcom~~ members of 
Putrri IJmno c~ho arc attending the assem 
bly for tbc first time, as a new entity in the 
larger IInino i’;rniil\~. 

All of this should have been lesson 
enough for us, and should have shocked us 
into the realisation that it was imperative 
for us to redeem Umno’s image: to make it, 
once again, a strong and formidable politi- 
cal party: to toil towards making it once 
again respected and feared; to endcavour to 
regain the trust, confidence and support of 
the majority of the people. 

IG2fort: wty prw:c~~d. 1~1 11s spare a moment 
to offor 0111’ cwlltlol~~llcY~s and tlecpcst sym- 
pathics to 111(x families of our members who 
have passc4 oil. ill p;rrticular, to the family 
of I)atin S(sri Ih Siti flasmah Mohd Ali and 
h(>r family on thcl tloatb of Tan Sri Ahmad 
Itazali Molid Ali on M;ly 16. 

Yet. the conduct of members during the 
divisional elections shows that they have 
not taken seriously the lessons thrust on 
us. Some of the incidents during the divi- 
sional campaigns shamed us and only 
served to show that members did not heed 
the reminders and advice of the party presi- 
dent and senior party leaders. 

Our co~~IoIcii(~~s. too. for the family of 
the late I)atuk Hormat liafic who passed 
away on May 30. In memory of their sacri- 
fices for the) party and country. and in 
memory of all our leaders and members 
who have lx~sscxl on. let us join in prayer to 
Allah swt that tic, bestows his blessings 
upon them alid may their souls rest among 
the faithful. I,ot us together join in reciting 
the al-Yatihah and pray that Allah swt ac- 
cepts our recitation and dispenses the mer- 
its WC derive to the souls of our parents, 
our ulnmas. our teachers, our founders and 

Our advice and warnings were brushed 
off like water running off a duck’s back. 
Our attempts at preventive action proved 
ineffective and we were forced to set up a 
Disciplinary Board to act against the repro- 
bates amongst us. 

At a time when the party’s supreme 
council and management committee should 
be focused on the principal agenda of race. 
religion and country, we were instead 
forced to divert precious time and energy to 
discuss misconduct at branch and division- 
al level. Should our affairs be allowed to 
continue thus, then, sadly, it can only be at 
the expense of Umno and the Malays. 



all our supporters and Muslim brothers 
and sisters who have departed. Al-Fatihah. 

Umno has just marked its 55th anniver- 
sary. Today, we have 2.9 million Malays 
and Bumiputeras registered as Umno mem- 
bers. These are large numbers. Ordinarily, 
such a large membership would be a formi- 
dable and unbeatable force if it could be 
effectively galvanised to touch the hearts 
and minds of our people. 

But, alas. the euphoria of celebrating our 
55th anniversary was overcast and ren- 
dered all but inconspicuous because the 
majority of our members were indulged in 
their own private battles for power and po- 
sition in the divisional elections. 

They focused their resources, energy, 

Almost a year ago, I stood 
before you at this same 
forum and I reminded you 
of the erosion in our 
support in the 1999 general 
election. I reminded you not 
to be so absorbed in 
bickering and in-fighting, 
lest you miss the forest 
for the trees. 

Today, there is this belief amongst our 
brainpower allti concentration on fighting members that winning divisional elec- 
each othrr. They diverted themselves from tions guarantees fortune. It is a belief we 
the larger and morr imperative agenda of must eliminate, It is time now for us to 
serving our religion, the Malay race and separate politics from business. If we do 
the country. Instead. they were so im- not take an uncompromising position OII 

mersed in fighting and c~nmpai~nin~ for di- this and if we are not stern and stringent 
visional posts that their vision became in our actions now. then, I fear, Umno’s 
blurred and thc)ir struggkt bccamc petty. influence will erode further until our par- 

Almost ;I yrar ago. I stood before you at tv will be so weakened that we will lose 
this same forum and I tx~mintled you of the sight of our vision and struggle for the 
crosiou in otir support in the 1999 general Malays. If that happens, the nation’s fu- 
elcctioll. I rcinindod yori Ilot to be so ab- ture can only be bleak. 
sorl~~~d iii hi~koring and iii-fighting, lest Our large membership will be meaning- 
you miss tticx for& for the trees. less if Umno becomes a grouping of differ- 

I rcn~intlccl you that our minds and ent factions, each with its own warlord, 
hearts had to I)(> focilsc4 on making an each with its own fiefdom, each with its 
UIIIIIO-led vic?ory o11r main agenda; that own narrow agenda. Just for a moment. 
our S~(XYV+G and contin~~eti csistcncc would let us imagine how formidable Umno 
dqx~ntl on IIS Iqaining the confidence of would be if all the resources, energy, time, 
thp pctopl~~ by I)ro.it’c’ling an cxcmplary and the deliberation and ingenuity put 
leadership and through sincerity in chain into devising tactics to win posts, were in- 
pioning the c’ausc of the> Malav race; that stead utilised in fighting our real enemies. 
our S~(YYSS \z oultl tl~pc~nd 011 our commit- I believe that if we were to put this energy 
~mwt to Incttill~ the> ncwls of the majority in confronting our opponents, there will 
rnthclr than pursuing pcxrsonal and faction- be no political party in this country that 

can compete with, or challenge us. 
After having fought among ourselves, 

bleeding from the wounds of battle, weak- 
ened and worn, one wonders how can 
Umno still have strength. So much time 
has been wasted and so little time is left 
before we go into battle again at a general 
election that gets nearer by the day. 

Ask yourselves whether history will re- 
peat itself? Ask yourselves whether we will 
share the same fate as the Malay sultanate 
of Malacca after the battle between Tuah 
and Jebat? Whether one day we will again 
be as easily colonialised by foreigners as 
came to pass in Temasek, Riau, Bentan and 
Langkawi because of their in-fighting? Our 
future is our responsibility. Our success or 
failure is entirely in our own hands. 

MALAY UNITY 
In charting the long-term agenda to 

strengthen national unity, Umno is aware 
that Malay unity must be strengthened 
first to ensure that we become a communi- 
ty that is united, with a common voice in 
upholding the core tenets of Islam, the sov- 
ereign rulers, the Malay language and the 
special rights and privileges accorded to 
the Bumiputras. 

It is for this reason that the party’s su- 
preme council decided to meet with Pas. In 
the spirit of Islamic fraternity with the ob- 
jective of uniting the community, Umno 
has taken the initiative to offer our hand in 
the hope that the leaders of the two parties 
can meet and discuss issues facing the um- 
mah. 

It is indeed unfortunate that this initia- 
tive for unity has hitherto co~ne to no a\;ail. 
Umno has been served with many pre-(‘on- 
ditions by Pas. who arc‘ actively raising ot)- 
stacles to an effort that cm strengthen Ma- 
lay unity. 

Instead of focusing on Malay unity. Pas 
would, for example. rather accommodate 
DAP, although on many issues the two par- 
ties have irreconcilable differences. Yet, in 
a desperate attempt to woo SUppOrt fr(Jnl 
the non-Malay communities. Pas has been 
trying to portray 3 liberal stance on various 
demands raised by thohe communities. 

Pas has for long usc~l religion to di\ ide 
and cause schisms among the Malays. Now 
their political agenda has become morel 
damaging for the Malay community. They 
are readily promising the non-Malay com 
munities that they will compromise on the 
special rights and privileges of the Malays. 
In pursuing their n3rrow political objet- 



1 challenges’ 
tives, Pas has no qualms in stating and re- 
peating this stand to sell out the Malay race 
for the sake of deceiving the non-Malay 
communities into supporting them. 

Does Pas now believe that the Malays 
should no longer be accorded with their spe- 
cial rights and privileges? Does Pas real& 
that the Malay race IS the ummah and that 
it still needs to be protected and assisted? 

Lest they forget, Pas must remember that 
their political mandate is derived largely 
from the electoral support they received in 
States like Kelantan, Terengganu, Perlis, 
Kedah, Perak, Selangor and Pahang in 
which the majority of voters are Malay. Pas 
has already exploited religion to cause deep 
divisions among the Malays, let us not al- 
low them to now forsake the Malays for the 
sake of attracting non-Malay votes. Pas 
must stop its politics of hypocrisy of saying 
one thing to one section of the electorate 
and something else to another. 

Ever since its inception, Pas has been op- 
posed to Umno except for a brief period 
from 1973 to 1977 when they were together 
with us in Barisan Nasional. It is now time 
to set our differences aside. The Malay 
agenda has not yet been fulfilled. Umno has 
extended our hand of friendship in order for 
the two parties to deliberate and formulate 
an agenda that is broader than our mutual 
political aspirations - an agenda for all Ma- 
lays, to ensure that we can develop our 
community so that we will never be tenants 
or aliens in our own land. 

Pas must realise that the majority of 
Umno members are their brothers and sis- 
ters ~ in race, religion and creed. Blood is 
thicker than water. 

Umno’s door is still open to Pas. The win- 
dow of opportunity to create co-operation 
between the two parties has not been shut. 
We have extended our hand of friendship 
and WC continue to do so. We sincerely be- 
lieve that even if we can agree on the small- 
est thing, it will be a great step forward for 
the ummah, the Malay community that de- 
sires unity. 

fulfil its intended objectives. 
The socioeconomic achievements of the 

Malays and the other Bumiputeras was neg- 
ligible at the time of independence because 
of the discriminatory, divide and rule policy 
that was practised by the colonial adminis- 
tration. Conversely, the colonial adminis- 
tration seemed to have had a social obliga- 
tion to the non-Bumiputera communities 
which they had brought to Malaya to fulfil 
their discriminatory economic policy. 

The Malays and other Bumiputeras were 
aware of the reality that the presence of an 
increasing number of non-Bumiputeras was 
the consequence of a deliberate policy by 
the colonial administration. However, as 
the agitation for independence became a re- 
ality, not once did the Malays demonstrate 
a racist stance towards the non-Bumipu- 
teras. 

On the contrary, the decision to grant citi- 
zenship rights indicates the openness and 
inclusiveness that prevailed among the Ma- 
lays at the time. At the same time the Ma- 
lays and other Bumiputeras asked that 
their special rights and position be respect- 
ed and upheld so that one day they would 
be able to lift their economic standards and 
be able to compete freely with the non- 
Bumiputera. 

With this common understanding in 
place, it facilitated the agreement to allow 
for independence from the colonial adminis- 
tration. The compact between the various 
communities also ensured that indepen- 

Yet, the conduct of 
members during the 
divisional elections shows 
that they have not taken 
seriously the lessons thrust 
on us. Some of the 
incidents during the 
divisional campaigns 
shamed us and only served 

NATIONAL UNITY 
The strength and resilience of a multira- 

cial, multicultural and multi-religious na- 
tion resides in the understanding, tolerance 
and respect that the various communities 
have for one another. Moderation and a bal- 
ance between different aspirations are cru- 
cial for such a nation state to be stable and 
united. This reality was all too evident at 
the time of independence, when we became 
the Federation of Malaya, and later when we 
became Malaysia. 

The dark episode of May 13, 1969 was a 
consequence of Malaysian Malaysia de- 
mands made by opposition politicians 
which threatened to unravel our consocia- 
tional democracy. Lives were claimed, prop- 
erty was damaged, streets and homes ram- 
paged, the country was in a state of 
emergency and, eventually, parliamentary 
democracy had to be suspended. The recent 
clashes in Kampung Medan on March 4 un- 
derscore the fact that racial and ethnic re- 
lations in Malaysia remains extremely frag- 
ile and that such issues are still sensitive to 
many Malaysians. 

The social contract that was agreed to by 
the leaders of all the ethnic communities 
was achieved through a profound common 
understanding based on the social, political 
and economic milieu of the country at that 
time. On the eve of independence, it was 
agreed that the non-Bumiputeras were to be 
granted citizenship, while it was also agreed 
that the Bumiputeras would be accorded 
with a special position and privileges in cer- 
tain areas. 

It is therefore unfortunate that those 
who were given rights of citizenship, and 
have accrued the benefits that come with 
such rights, are now attempting to deny the 
special position and privileges of the Malays 
and Bumiputeras which are still needed to 

to show that members did 
not heed the reminders and 
advice of the party president 
and senior party leaders. 

dence was achieved without raising any 
concerns or fear among the people about 
what was to happen to them. 

Of late, it seems as though the agreement 
between the ethnic communities that led to 
independence and an understanding of each 
other’s positions has been all but forgotten. 
The special rights and privileges that were 
accorded to the Malay community have 
been openly questioned and challenged, 
without the slightest regard for the sensi- 
tivities of the Malays. 

In some people’s opinion, this challenge 
to Malay special rights has surfaced be- 
cause of the perception that it was the sup- 
port of the non-Malays that enabled the Ba- 
risan Nasional to prevail in the 1999 general 
election, and therefore they are now in the 
position to demand for something in return 
for their support 

We value this support. We are thankful 
that the majority of Malaysians made a 
wise decision in supporting the party that 
has proven its ability to govern efficiently, 
justly and equitably. However, the non-Ma- 
lay communities ought to remember that 
since the first elections in 1955, the Malays 
have also voted and supported candidates 
in the Barisan Nasional, and its predeces- 
sor, the alliance, who were from non-Umno 
parties. 

Umno members worked loyally and tire- 
lessly to ensure that candidates from the 
other component parties won to ensure a 

OPLEASE TURN TO PAGE 12, COL 1 t/ 
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Barisan Nasional victory. In supporting 
the non-Malays, the Malays never agitated 
for anything that would erode the rights of 
the non-Malays. 

In fact, as the socioeconomic level of 
Malays improved and we became more 
prepared to compete, over the years the 
Government led by Umno has gradually 
introduced policies that are more liberal. 
History shows that in the context of Um- 
no’s struggle, power sharing with other 
component parties representing other 
ethnic communities has been the chosen 
formula ever since the alliance stood to- 
gether for elections in 1955. 

The strong unity among Malays was 

post-Merdeka era had stronger ties to Umno 
as they did not have many political choices 
then. On the other hand, the younger gen- 
eration today has alternatives, which al- 
lows them to compare and choose. If Umno 
fails to understand this wave of change, we 
run the risk of being perceived as a party 
that is cold, listless and detached. 

never used to turn against the non-Malays. 
Programmes to raise the standing of the 
Malays were implemented equitably, fo- 
cusing on opportunities in education, em- 
ployment and business without taking 
anything away from the non-Malays. Our 
objective of improving the lot of the Ma- 
lays never resulted in interfering with ef- 
forts in the private sector to give oppor- 
tunities to the non-Malays. 

In our efforts to strengthen national 
unity, we need to implement more effec- 
tive integration policies and programmes. 
In this regard, the education system is the 
best place to foster unity among children 
so that they will regard integration and 
mixing with those from other races as 
something that is natural. 

The earlier they get to know others from 
different ethnic backgrounds, the more 
resilient and genuine the bonds become. 
Unfortunately, efforts towards greater in- 
tegration in the oducatian system have 
been wrongly pcrcscXivcd as efforts to erode 
the clllturc and language of the non-Ma- 
lay> 1,’ csc-lusivcly promoting the Malay 
Iangll;l~(~ and cwltuY~. 

Ltimo give:, its assurance and word that 
wc have no intentions to renege on the 
social contrart that w;is agrrcd to by our 
forc~l‘athc~t~ I’rovisions for the freedom to 
prot’c~ oiicl’s religion, to speak 01~~‘s 

iiioth~~r tongue and to live according to 
onr’s rutturr 2s cii.~hrilic4 in the Federal 
C’on~tltutiou ~111 wntinuct to be upheld 
and rc’s])c’c’tc*tl. 11111110 untlorstatltls and 

accc~pts t tic> iioc~i for a pluralistic approach 
to unit\ :tiitt not an ;ipproac‘h that is nar- 
ro\\ or rizicl. 

tion’s policies and objectives. It is the ul- 
timate guarantor of peace and stability in 
our country in the long run. 

In order to intensify efforts to foster 
national unity, 1 call on the Umno Youth, 
Wanita and Puteri Umno to establish 
multiracial forums and roundtables with 
our colleagues from the other component 
parties of Barisan Nasional. More effective 

Umno cannot depend on 
approaches used in the 
1950s if it hopes to survive 
in the 21st century... Our 
entire political strategy, and 
implementation of party 
programmes, require re- 
engineering. 

and frequent progratnmes and meetings 
must be held to discuss and deliberate on 
some of the sensitive issues affecting each 

Umno’s vision will be regarded as out- 
dated and our cause as obsolete. Umno will 
then be regarded as unable to fulfil the 
people’s aspirations and unable to keep up 
with changes in the way that the people 
think. 

Umno now faces a target group that de- 
mands a deeper understanding of the 
meaning and perception of living in an in- 
dependent country on the verge of becom- 
ing a developed nation. Issues such as jus- 
tice, human rights, freedom of speech, good 
governance, transparency and account- 
ability, corporate governance, strong judi- 
cial institutions and civil society are those 
that will be given greater attention. 

It will take more than just physical or 
hard development through policies imple- 
mented by the Government to enhance the 
people’s confidence in Umno. Such an ap- 
proach may have been suitable in the 1950s 
right through to the 1970s when society 
badly required such development. Those 
were times when infrastructure develop- 
ment programmes alone could generate the 
people’s support. 

Today, waxing rhetorical over historical 
achievements will not have a deep impact 
on the public’s perception. This phase has 
passed. Umno cannot depend on ap- 
proaches used in the 1950s if it hopes to 
survive in the 21st century. Umno’s sur- 
vival depends on what the party can do 
now and in the future. Our entire political 
strategy, and implementation of party 
programmes. require re-engineering. 

Umno’s struggle will be regarded as de- 
void of idealism if it is unable to touch the 
hearts and minds of. and connect with, the 
current and future generations. Umno 
needs to be driven by ideals that arc pro- 
gressive. built upon a dynamic approach. 
which can be accepted by the people as 
ideals that they. too. share. Umno’s strug- 
gle needs a fresh impetus so that it will 
continue to lead the people’s struggle which 
will fulfil the needs and aspirations of the 
majority of Malaysians. 

Umno has tong upheld democracy that 
delivers governments elected by the people. 



To the- Malays, Umno pledges that we 
will continue to defend the interests of our 
race. To the non-Malays, Umno promises 
that our efforts to uplift the Malays are 
not intended to oppress or marginalise 
them. Improving the lot of the Malays and 
uplifting the status and dignity of the 
Malays remains our primary and preemi- 
nent objective. At the same time we 
guarantee that our policies continue to 
cnsurr c>quality and justice for non-Malays. 

If WC are successful in empowering the 
Malays so that they succeed, WC will, at 
once, c,ratlicatc any suspicion or insecurity 
hat-boutul l>y our KIW. When the Malays 
are mor(\ ~SSIIIYY~ of tli(>ir standing. co-op 
cration ;~ntl ~nulual tolc~ranc’c with other 
c.oiilniunit it-- \Zill also improve> and 
sttYt1gt IlPll. 

community. Political activities with the 
participation of all ethic groups must also 
be increased and encouraged. 

I believe and hope that our activities and 
programmes ~ be they reaching out to 
society, motivation building, or political 
education - can increasingly be imple- 
mented together as Barisan Nasional. 
Such interaction will give our members 
the opportunity to get to know one an- 
other. to understand one another and lo 
deepen our respect for one another. This 
co-operation will, no doubt, strengthen the 
bonds of fraternity within Barisan Na- 
sional and strengthen unity within our 
ranks in preparation for future challenges. 

CONFRONTING FUTURE 
CHALLENGES 

IJmno needs to understand the chal- 
lengcs confronting the party. Money poli- 
tics has deviated the party from the path of 
its original rnison d’rtre. Ill-fighting has 
diverted Umno from its true cause. If this 
situation is not addressed. Umno will be- 

Umno must be saved from 
the cancer spreading 
amongst its members. Umno 
must work towards 
regaining the people’s 
confidence. 

come a party that is weak and impotent. 
The perception that Umno is a corrupted 

institution must be chanrred. Umno needs 
to take firm steps to restore its credibility 
and image so that some people no longer 
view it with contempt or disgust. IJmno 
must he saved from the cancer spreading 
amongst its members. Umno must work 
towards regaining the people’s confidence. 

Umno and the Malays have always been 
synonymous in the annals of the nation’s 
political history. To coin an analogy, Umno 
is the heart of the Malays and the Malays 
are the life-giving blood to ensure that the 
heart continues to pump. If Umno separates 
itself from the Malays and the community’s 
hopes and aspirations. the heart will stop 
beating. 

In this century. Umno faces voters whose 
values and principles are formed by differ- 
ing realities and perceptions than those of 
the prc- and post-Merdcka period. The vot- 
ers now are from those who have had 
quality educational opportunities and arc 
more exposed to the realities of the world. 
They arc also more critical of current 
events. 

They are more analytical in evaluating 
virtues of honesty. cleanliness, trust-wor- 
thiness and responsibility. They are able to 
objcctivcly analyst the difference between 
promises and implementation. They dc- 
mand an approach, which is more trans- 
parent and free of what they define as 
ahscs in the in~plemctitation of affirmativcb 
action policies to help the Bumiputcras. 

The cider gcneratiou from the pre- and 

This was proven when parliamentary de- 
mocracy was revived in 1971 after being 
held in abeyance for 21 months following 
the incident of May 13, 1969. The people’s 
right to determine the Government of their 
choice through free and fair elections 
which guarantee the right to vote in sc- 
crecy will continue to be upheld. These 
democratic practices will also ensure that 
the election process will be peaceful, fire 
from fraud and will allow equal opportu- 
nities to any of our citizens who wants to 
come forward as a candidate. 

A healthy democracy respects the voice 
and the wishes of the majority. A healthy 
democracy not only values a free Press, hut 
must be assisted by a media that fulfils its 
social and political obligations in providing 
accurate and timely information without 
sensationalism. A healthy democracy mu\t 
be supported by non-goveriimcntal or- 
ganisations that are prepared to take col- 
lective responsibility in the crcatitrn of a 
civil society. 

Umno also values the need for an uffi- 
cient and rcsponsivc govcrnmcnt admin- 
istration, an economic policy that is ahlc to 
narrow the divide between the haves and 
have riots, a judiciary that is transparent 
and independent, and just and fair en- 
forcement of the laws of our land. 

However, in our fcrvour to strengthen 
democratic practices. wc must not act in 
haste. WC must ensure that democratic 
change dots not undcrminc peacr and har- 

Women have always been a 
source of strength for 
Umno. Wanita Umno has 
set good and admirable 
examples in terms of the 
loyalty and the sacrifices 
made in our struggle. 

tnony. Democracy dots not mean allowing 
rabble-rousing which can lead to violenrcl 
and instability. The stability of a nation 
must not be threatened and public order 
must never be compromised. 

We must not allow ourselves to bc m;1- 
nipulatcd by estcrnal forces pursuing their 
own agendas. Violent strret dcmonstrntions 
are something that cannot be contloncct. 

Radical changes through violent revolution 
that can lead to the loss of lives must not be 
pcrmittcd. There is little or no meaning in 
changes if it leads to anarchy. The people 
and the nation will be destroyed. All that we 



social contract’ 
have achieved will perish. Building a 
peaceful, prosperous and united nation 
takes a long time. Destroying one can hap- 
pen almost overnight. 

Women have always been a source of 
strength for Umno. Wanita Umno has set 
good and admirable examples in terms of 
the loyalty and the sacrifices made in our 
struggle. Although the ratio of seats ac- 
corded to women, as candidates in the gen- 
eral election and positions in Government, 
are much smaller compared to the numbers 
that they make up in Umno, the commit- 
ment of Wanita towards the party has never 
wavered. At every instance of challenge that 
the party has faced, members of Wanita 
Umno have diligently and patiently carried 
out their tasks and duties with the utmost 

It is my hope that the 
Pemuda will raise their 
movement to a level where 
you will be loved by your 
friends and feared by your 
foes. It is the tradition of 
the Pemuda to fear no 
challenge, to bow to no 
threat and to never retreat 
from a fight. 

responsibility. 
The role of Wanita in garnering support 

for the party through their personal and 
family-oriented approach is an enormous 
contribution that has brought victory to 
Barisan Nasional candidates in general 
elections. Wanita Umno has set a high 
standard, contributing successfully in the 
nation’s political arena. This is widely re- 
cognised, with the Opposition now also 
taking emulative steps to promote the 
emancipation of women in its political 
movement. 

The spirit of sacrifice and loyalty of the 
members in Wanita Umno should be an ex- 

of our party and our people. 
The younger generation in Umno must be 

taught and led so that their belief, morality, 
personality, knowledge and ability will 
mature and improve so that they are able to 
be the shining hopes of the nation, and be- 
come the future echelons of leaders ready to 
inherit our party’s struggle. 

They must prove their commitment to the 
party, race, nation and religion although 
they may have yet to be given any position 
within the party or the Government. If you 
are strong, help the weak; if you have 
wealth, share it with the poor. For those 
with knowledge, impart it to those without; 
those well versed in religion, lead those who 
require guidance. The time and moment 
when you will lead the nation will eventu- 
ally arrive. Nothing is permanent in this 
world. Older leaders will make way for 
newer, younger leaders when the time 
comes. 

Those who serve with virtues of honesty 
and sincerity will be judged by Allah swt, 
who determines all. Serve with a clean 
heart, work with devotion in the name of 
Allah swt, who had said in verse 162, Surah 
al An aam: Say: Truly, my prayer and my 
service of sacrifice, my life and death, are 
all for Allah, The Cherisher of the Worlds. 

Strengthen your personality with your 
faith. There is nothing more pure than piety 
and accepting the will of Allah swt. After all 
that we have done, we must accept what- 
ever obstacles as the will of Allah swt. Hold 
true to the words of Allah and be confident 
of His promise, as it is said in verse 112, 
Surah al-Baqarah: whoever submits his 
whole self to Allah and is a doer of good - 
He will get his reward with his Lord; On 
such shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

Be thankful to what Allah swt has given 
us and value the independence granted by 
Allah swt upon us. Allah swt will not take 
the bounty he has given to his servants 
who are thankful except to those who had 
had brought it upon themselves. Because 
Allah will never change the grace which He 
hath bestowed on a people until they 
change what is in their own souls: And 
verily Allah is He Who heareth and 

ample to all members of Umno. With the knoweth all things. 



formation of Puteri Umno, women will play 
an even bigger role and be more effective in 
the party in facing the challenges of today 
and the future. Puteri Umno is the channel 
that will enable the women’s movement to 
be injected with new energy and new faces 
that will be attracted into being active in 
Umno from an earlier stage. The role of 
Puteri Umno will complement and complete 
our struggle. 

Guide them and infuse them with the true 
spirit of Umno. Lead them to understand the 
value of our struggle and the meaning of 
sacrifice. The formation of Puteri Umno is a 
groundbreaking and innovative solution to 
Umno’s desire and objective to give oppor- 
tunities to the youth in playing an integral 
role in the party and national politics. 

In addition, members of Puteri Umno will 
be able to express their idealism in a politi- 
cal organisation that forms the country’s 
Government and leadership. Ladies, you are 
the bridge between the younger and the 
older generations. You will have the oppor- 
tunity, through experience, to weigh be- 
tween idealism and reality. 

sider each challenge as part of the process 
in building one’s character and maturity. 
Ladies, I understand the situation that you 
confront. I guarantee that Umno will always 

You will surely face numerous challenges. 
Face these challenges with fortitude. Con- 

Enlighten us with faith that is strong, 
practices that are pious and a clean heart. 
A strong Umno requires leaders who are 
clean, trustworthy and honest to them- 
selves, their families, their party, their race, 
their nation and their religion. These lead- 
ers will bear the torch for a struggle based 
on purity and sincerity, which heeds the 
call of Allah and emulates the tradition of 
the Prophet, bringing true meaning to the 
independence of the nation and fulfilling 
the people’s aspirations. 

Leaders who are clean will restore the 
party’s credibility. Such a leader will also be 
able to improve and promote good gover- 
nance under his leadership and strengthen 
non-governmental institutions under his 
stewardship. They will be able to uphold 
the principles of truth, justice and equality. 
If the leaders are clean, then Umno will be 
clean. 

Let us ask of Allah swt that our nation 

those with knowledge, 
impart it to those without; 
those well versed in 

If you are strong, help the 
weak; if you have wealth, 
share it with the Door. For 

stand behind you. Enhance your apprecia- 
tion of the spirit of our struggle, and the 
bonds of family within Umno. 

To the Pemuda of today, inherit this spirit 
of your predecessors. Gentlemen, you must 

I am happy with the work and clearer 
sense of purpose shown by Umno Youth 

fulfil the enormous potential for Pemudu to 

today. It is my hope that the Pemudu will 
raise their movement to a level where you 

be the storm-troopers that will stand in the 

will be loved by your friends and feared by 
your foes. It is the tradition of the Pemuda 

frontlines in our jihad against the enemies 

to fear no challenge, to bow to no threat and 
to never retreat from a fight. This is the 

of the state and the traitors to our race. 

spirit of the Umno Youth in the frontlines of 
our struggle for independence. 

Promote Umno’s struggle with values and 
meaning that will touch the hearts and 
minds of the younger generation at all lev- 
els. Equip yourselves to become an example 
of leadership amongst the younger genera- 
tion Speak with affirmation and have 
courage to become the voice of the aspira- 
tions of the people. Serve the people by 
making issues that involve education, social 
ills, economic opportunities and juvenile 
delinquency your priorities. 

I am encouraged by Pemuda’s move to 
form the Angkatan Muda Dukwah. Fill the 
mosques and suraus with constructive ac- 
tivities that will help form noble and pious 
souls. Unite your ranks and build up your 
defences to face any threat to the integrity 

religion, lead those who 
require guidance. 

and our party under the leadership of Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, continues 
to receive guidance and blessings. Let us 
ask of Allah swt that our lives will continue 
to be protected and guided by Him. Let us 
all pray that we will avoid that which can 
lead us to disbelieve in Him or deviate from 
the true teachings of our religion. 

Surah al-Asr reminds us: By the Token of 
Time through the Ages, Verily Man is in 

Let us together thank the bounties Allah 

loss, Except such as have Faith, And do 

swt has showered upon us. Together we ask 

righteous deeds, And join together in the 
mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience 

of Allah swt that in placing tests and ob- 

and Constancy 
With this, we hope that all our efforts be 

stacles in our struggle, that we perform our 

accepted by Allah swt. Let us ask for his 
blessing by reciting the al-Fatihah. In the 

deeds with honesty, trustworthiness, jus- 

name of Allah, I now declare open the 
Umno Youth and Wanita assemblies 2001. 

tice and equality. 

q Translation of full text of the speech by the 
Umno deputy president at the joint opening of 
the annual general assemblies of the Umno 
Youth and Wanita at the Putra World Trade 
Centre yesterday. 
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