Uphold rllle of Iaw the right way

Speech by Umno president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad at the Umno General As-
sembly at Dewan Merdeka,
Putra World Trade Centre,
Kuala Lumpur.

OUR gratitude to Allah s.w.t,
In this turbulent regional po-
litical and economic scenario,
Malaysia is still calm and able
to overcome relentless as-
saults on its politics and econ-
omy, from outsiders as well as
their friends internally.

Not so long ago, many Ma-
laysians, too, craved to organ-
ise what they called Refor-
masi, apparently to correct
the situation in Malaysia.

They were inspired by what
had happened in another coun-
try. Without taking into ac-
count the different situation in
that country, they tried
through irresponsible means
to force the Government to
give in to their demands, in-
cluding to overthrow the Gov-
ernment.

Their leaders had gone
abroad to seek assistance so
that the street violence they
planned could be implement-
ed.

They knew that Malaysians
were not interested in com-
mitting violence even though
they were paid. That was why
foreigners were needed.

Unfortunately for these per-
petrators of street violence,
the leadership of the foreign
country concerned felt that it
was enough that chaos oc-
curred only in his country.

They did not want to see
chaos spread to Malaysia.
They did not see any good
from the chaos in their coun-
try.
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lished governments in four
states. And this happened re-
peatedly.

No legal action was taken to
prevent opposition party rep-
resentatives from taking their
place in Parliament as in some
countries.

Therefore, why do we need
reform in our democratic sys-
tem of administration? Why do
we need street demonstrations
which only serve to cause
traders to lose, in particular
petty traders whose daily sur-
vival depends on their daily
income?

Apparently they wanted to
see the rule of law. But to up-
hold the rule of law do they
need to break the law through
street violence, blocking cars,
forcing shops to close down
and disturbing public order?

Those who wish to uphold
the rule of law should not
break the law. They should
use the legal process to stop
the violation of laws by any
quarters, including the Gov-
ernment.

We know in Malaysia, not all
cases are won by the Govern-
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They like to flatter the
whites and are happy if they
are praised by these Mat Sal-
lehs.

Actually these idiots are
nothing if not for what we
have given them. Unfortu-
nately they are not used to
getting a bit of power.

Even with a minor position,
they get big-headed and will
dance to their master’s tune.

Those who tried to champi-
on for reforms have been
duped and were made use of
by certain people. While they
have gained nothing, those
who made use of them gained
a lot by faking sympathy to-
wards their idol. Until when
are they going to be idiots?

When mob-rule culture is
accepted by their favoured
country, the Government is
powerless to do anything to
revive the economy.

Whatever they do will be op-
posed. They run riot and the
rioting itself caused any effort
by the Government to fail.

As the English proverb says,
‘Those who live by the sword,

sion caused by the foreign en-
emy was exploited and this
weakened the economic resil-
ience. This eroded the coun-
try’s independence.

If today Malaysia continues
to be free and its economy
fully controlled by ourselves,
it is because not many of its
citizens have betrayed the
country, directly or indirectly
working in cohorts with for-
eigners.

Because of this we have
been able to revive the coun-
try’s economy better than
countries which received
loans and ‘help’ from foreign-
ers.

The world today, including
our detractors, is forced to ac-
cept this fact. Only a fraction
of Malaysians who are blinded
by hate cannot face this reali-
ty.

We are confident that with
the stability and peace in Ma-
laysia, the country’s economic
recovery  will  progress
smoothly.

The recovery, too, proves
that the nation’s fiscal and

Apparently they wanted to see the rule of law.

But to uphold the rule of law do they need to
break the law through street violence, blocking cars,
forcing shops to close down and disturbing public
order? Those who wish to uphold the rule of law
should not break the law. They should use the legal
process to stop the violation of laws by any
quarters, including the Government.

shall die by the sword.” Those
who rise through street dem-
onstrations will fall through
street demonstrations.

The Government becomes
weak and is not able to act de-

economic management is
good. It is impossible that we
can resuscitate the economy if
allegations of the Govern-
ment's wastage over mega
projects are true.

the extent that the goals we
had set out when struggling
for independence are now for-
gotten.

In education for example,
cur problem then was lack of
opportunities and affordabi-
lity to study to the highest lev-
els.

Today, opportunities abound
and scholarships for Malay
children are not hard to come
by. But we find that many of
our children are not interested
in pursuing knowledge.

With so many schools and
teachers, more than sufficient
budget allocation and equip-
ment, it is sad to see Malay
children getting low grades,
rendering many of them un-
qualified to enter universities
if not for a special quota.

Malay children are no less
intelligent but without study-
ing hard, even those intelli-
gent ones will not get to be
high achievers.

What we know is many Ma-
lay children are lazy and unin-
terested in studying. They
prefer to loaf around. They
get upset if such truths are
mentioned. Whether stated or
not, the truth cannot be de-
nied.

Today we find more Malay
female students accepted into
universities . compared to
males. They go to the same
schools but while the male stu-
dents are not serious in their
studies, the female students
are more studious.

They do not loiter around.
They are more responsible.

Thank God. If not for female
students, the number of Malay
students in universities would
be reduced by half.

There is no proof that fe-

quahflcanon is sufficient to
gain entry.

The Government will ensure
Malay students’ entry into
public higher learning institu-
tions. This is the Govern-
ment's responsibility. Any
government will do likewise.
This is the special privilege
guaranteed to the Malays for-
ever.

Some are influenced by PAS
that Malay Muslim children
should only pursue Islamic
studies. Other forms of knowl-
edge are secular and not im-
portant.

If studied, more time should
be given towards supplemen-
tary religious activities which
are made compulsory by those
who are against other forms of
knowledge other than fardu
‘ain (compulsory religious rit-
uals).

Not attending giamulail and
early morning lectures and
other activities will result in
the students being ridiculed
for purportedly being lesser
Muslims.

Even more sad is that what
is taught during these lectures
is not the true teachings of Is-
lam that can inspire the stu-
dents to study and pursue
knowledge more vigorously.

What is conveyed to the stu-
dents is anti-government poli-
tics, mixed with various ha-
dith and ‘injunctions’ which
have been interpreted accord-
ing to the political interest of
the party. Let the Malay chil-
dren fail so long as they can be
exploited by this party.

Actually efforts to prevent
Malay children from pursuing
knowledge start from PAS-or-
ganised kindergartens. At this
stage, innocent children are



Therefore they did not en-
courage any assistance to
those planning to incite disor-
der in Malaysia.

Thank God. We appreciate
this foreign leader’s attitude
and stand.

The situation in Malaysia is
not flawless and this we must
. admit. The Government too
admits this. But we have to ap-
preciate the good that we re-
ceive.

We should be grateful to Al-
lah s.w.t. Many foreigners see
us as being very fortunate and
blessed that they are willing to
risk their lives just to migrate
{0 our country.

Other countries may need
reformasi and a change in the
political system and Govern-
ment. Just because others
need reformasi, does it mean
that we too must have refor-
masi?

In fact, the changes to be
made in other countries have
already been implemented in
Malaysia since independence.

This country has never been
under an autocratic or mili-
tary rule. It was only in 1969
that we were forced to have an
emergency. rule.

But in a short period of time
we reverted to a democratic
system and held the general
election according to schedule
in 1974.

Since independence we have
held 10 general elections with-
in a period of 43 years.

Malaysians are free to
choose whoever they want and
not only candidates from the
government party like in some
countries.

Opposition parties too can
win elections and have estab-

ment. And not all government
party candidates win elec-
tions.

That is why at times in try-
ing to prove independence, the
Government is denied justice
and loses.

If the Government dares to
disagree, it will come under
increasing pressure. Foreign-
ers are ever willing to con-
demn the Government for the
slightest mistakes. Certain
quarters know this and be-
come bolder. Justice is there-
fore undermined.

Today they can see that the
fruits of reformasi in that par-
ticular country which they
lauded so much are not that
appealing.

What is evident is that rule
of law cannot be imposed as
those responsible for enforc-
ing law have lost credibility.
The people are not safe.

In certain areas people riot,
terrorise and kill indiscrimi-
nately. Far from benefiting
from the democratic process,
what is seen as a result of re-
formasi is mob-rule, a lawless
rule by street mobs. Things
have improved compared with
the situation during the auto-
cratic rule.

Ironically, those who want
reforms, the rule of law and
the upholding of human rights
were once too happy to join
the Government.

Why did they not then ac-
cuse the Government as un-
democratic and abusive of hu-
man rights when they were in
the Government?

Actually, what frustrates
them is not the system of gov-
ernment, but their failure to
achieve their big ambitions.

cisively.

Pressure on the Govern-
ment can be imposed by any-
one, including foreigners. As a
result not only economic re-
covery becomes impossible,
but, independence which once
was a source of pride is now
almost non-existent.

This is the result of refor-
masi and street demonstra-
tions. Do we want to see all
these brought to our country
by this reformasi group?

The Malaysian economy has
recovered albeit not fully.
This is not due to the weak-
ness of our approath but due
to the economic slowdown of
other countries.

We have faced economic
pressures similar to that faced
by other countries in East
Asia.

We were unable to deter-
mine if the simultaneous at-
tacks on the currencies of the
countries of the East, former-
ly known as the tiger econo-
mies, were planned or not.

But what is evident is these
countries’ economies were de-
stroyed and they may never
be able to challenge the West.

Further, foreign powers are
taking advantage to control
the management of their econ-
omy through international
agencies such as the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the
World Bank.

Countries which were at-
tacked were forced to submit
to foreign powers not only be-
cause of the economic reces-
sion but also due to their peo-
ple’s irresponsible actions.

Because there were people
who wanted to topple the lead-
ership, the economic reces-

Actually the country’s fiscal
position is solid. During the
crisis, our money was si-
phoned out due to the higher
interest rates offered outside
the country.

For several months, Malay-

- sian banks were short of li-

quidity. But the Government
managed to stop the outflow of
the ringgit and forced it to be
repatriated.

Since then our financial po-
sition had strengthened and
the economy recovered rapid-
ly.
Malaysians can truly count
their blessings. Those who
should be even more grateful
are the Malays.

But many are not thankful
and hope good fortune will
come rolling on its own with-
out any effort.

In the 1999 general election
it was clear that many Malays
were not grateful and tried to
overthrow the Government
that saved the nation and Ma-
lays themselves. Those who
appreciated the Government’s
ability are the non-Malays.

When we fought for inde-
pendence we believed that
with power in our hands, we
would be able to improve the
lot of the Malays who were by
and large poor.

They were poor, uneducated
and far behind in all aspects.
They were servants in their
own land to the foreigners
whom they regarded as mas-
ters.

But power by itself will not
ensure success for us. Power
can actually destroy us.

And today we see how pow-
er has made many of us irre-
sponsible and very greedy to

male students are more intel-
ligent than male students.
Their abilities are almost
equal. But the poor perfor-
mance of male students has
reached a ratio of 20 males to
80 females.

If we accept that there are
no big differences between
male and female in terms of
intelligence, then surely if
male students strive hard and
concentrate on studying, they,
too, can achieve excellent re-
sults.

We are impressed that while
the number of male Malay stu-
dents is few and their results
mediocre, they control the
student bodies.

When will male Malay stu-
dents realise their responsibil-
ity, if not towards their race,
religion and country? Do they
think that society must sup-
port them all the time?

Actually the Malays are no
less intelligent than the other
races. Why we need to have
quotas for Malay students in
universities is because of our
attitude towards seeking
knowledge.

Non-Malays regard seeking
knowledge as noble and soci-
ety looks up to those who are
knowledgeable.

With that their parents and
teachers pay serious attention
towards education of their
children and the young. In fact
they continue to seek life-long
knowledge.

Malays do not really empha-
sise on the acquisition of
knowledge. Parents do not
force their children to study.

Some suggest that since
quotas are provided for Malay
students, a modest standard of

taught to hate Umno, so that
they will be life supporters of
PAS.

To PAS, knowledge is not
important. Religion, too, is not
important. What is important
is PAS’ victory in the general
election.

When it is explained that
other forms of knowledge are
just as important in Islam and
in fact compulsory to acquire,
this fact ensures the safety
and security of the Muslim
ummah, freeing them of sup-
pression from Islam’s enemies
and that demanded by Islam
as stated in surah Al-Ghaa-
syiyah, verse 17 to 20, which
means:

‘And the Sky, how it is
raised high? And at the Moun-
tains, how they are fixed firm?
And at the Earth, how it is
spread out’ (We can learn a
lesson by observing how
something is created).

However, PAS and its sup-
porters still accuse those who
refer to this verse as secular
and who place importance on
this world affairs and not of
the hereafter.

Although it is explained that
Islam emphasises balancing
between the world and the
hereafter as stated in the doa
which-is recited daily, surah
Al-Bagarah, verse 201, which
means:

‘Give us good in this world
and good in the Hereafter’

These quarters still accuse
that emphasising other knowl-
edge, though without neglect-
ing religion, still means ne-
glecting the hereafter which
means being secular. They do
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not accept even Quranic
verses.

As usual polemics with re-
gards to the world and the
hereafter will continue with-
out any conclusion.

Consequently, students will
be so confused and will be
sceptical of the need to gain
knowledge which is not spe-
cifically about religion.

So are their parents. With
that the performance of male
Malay students especially in
science and technology sub-
jects which are important to
prevent any attempts to re-co-
lonise Muslims will continue
to be poor.

Malays will have to deter-
mine whether they believe
other forms of knowledge,
apart from those which are
specifically related to Islam
are important to them as Mus-
lims and to Islam itself.

If we believe that other
forms of knowledge are not
important, it is better for the
Government not to give places
to Malay students in public in-
stitutions of higher learning in
these subjects.

There is no need for us to
have quotas for Malay stu-
dents at ihe expense of the
non-Malay students.

We should not get angry or
disappointed if the number of
Malay doctors, engineers, sci-
entists, architects, accoun-
tants, lawyers, veterinarians
and dentists is small.

We should not be angry if
whenever we fall sick, we find
that no Malay doctors can
treat us.

If we believe that science
and technology, which are
rapidly expanding, are impor-
tant to us Malays as Muslims,
we should not rely on quotas
alone.

Dr M: Don’t rely
on quotas alone

Malay is enriched through
the absorption of Sanskrit, Ar-
abic, Persian, Chinese even,
and certainly English.

Why did we absorb these
languages? The reason is be-
cause these races who trav-
elled to our country are highly
civilised and knowledgeable.

To expand the Malay lan-
guage, Malays themselves
must be successful, knowl-
edgeable, and in this age, pos-
sess high purchasing power,
in other words rich. There is
no language belonging to a
backward and poor race that
can progress in this world.

Information in this informa-
tion age does not come from
the Malays. Ninety-nine per
cent of the information we
need comes from foreigners
in English.

Similarlvy, hardware and

PAS, which will distort this
speech to discredit Ummno, is a
traitor to the language, race
and religion.

Just as in higher education,
Malays were left behind com-
pared to other races in the
economic field in the pre-in-
dependence days.

The colonialists controlled
60% of the country’s wealth
while the rest was owned by
non-Malays.

By a rough calculation, only
1% of the country’s wealth
was in the hands of the Malays
during the colonial era. In the
towns normally there was no
shop owned by Malays. All
businesses were owned and
operated by non-Malays.
Workers, apart from drivers
and orderly or office boys, all
comprised non-Malays.

In the non-federated states
where the Government was
not fully controlled by the
British, there were many Ma-
lay administrative officers
and clerks. They lived in
towns.

In the federated states of
Perak, Pahang, Selangor and
Negri Sembilan, British offi-
cers headed all departments

ment and given training and
opportunity to participate in
trade and industry.

By right, with the large
amount of government aid, the
objective of increasing the
economic share of bumiputras
to 30% should have been
achieved.

Unfortunately Malays and

other bumiputras do not pos-
sess a business culture. Al-
though there are those who
succeeded to the point of own-
the majority of the Malays
failed to maintain and expand
and opportunities failed to en-
sure the success of the NEP.

One weakness of the Malays
is they are impatient to be-
came rich. Therefore they will
sell every opportunity and al-
location given to them.

Shares, licences, permits,
contracts and others specially
allocated to them were imme-
diately sold to others to gain
instant profit.

After that they will re-ap-
ply. ththatthemlybum-
ness in which bumiputras par
napatelssellmgﬂnelrspec]al
privilege.

i we do not want to be left out and become vie-
tims of information technology, we must seri-
ously strive to acquire this new knowledge. One con-
dition for us to master this knowiedge is by mastering
the English language. Mastering English will not make

nies it owns.

This means Malays will for-
ever be naive about business.
This will not meet the objec-
tives of the NEP.

That is why the Government
has identified bumiputra cor-
porate Jeaders who have suc-
ceeded in managmg private
and public companies. Their
number is small. They are giv-
en the opportunity to buy a big
amount of shares or given
government privatised pro-
jectx Those capable are given

the opportunity.

Generally they succeed in
running and managing these
large businesses. Foreigners
as well as some Malays are not
pleased with their success.

Allegations are made by the
foreign media that all those
who are given opportumities
are government cromes, with-
out taking into account who
they are. This means no bumi-
putras who are given opportu-
nities can escape allegations
of being a government crony.

If the Government does not
want to be accused, then bu-
miputra individuals cannot be
given any opportumity to par-
ticipate in the corporate sec-
tor.

If we are satisfied to see bu-
miputras in large—smle busi-
nesses, there is no need for
the Government to expose it-
self to all false accusations by
giving opportunities to promi-
nent Malay businessmen.

" Is this caused by the Gov-
ernment’s lack of effort? A
race which is deprived of gov-
ernment assistance can clear-

Inthxsworldandmthe
hereafter there is nothing
easy, nothing free. Only those
who work hard, persevere, are
patient and honest will suc-
ceed,betheymecmmyor

other fields..

The establishment of Umno
as a political party in 1946 sig-
nified the end of nearly 450
years of colonisation of the
Malays and the Malay States.
Prm-mtlusmymecouldco-

try, business and indastry,
menial wm'ksevm,all'ere
surrendered to the foreigners.

Therefore at one time in the
early 20th Century, the num-
ber of foreigners in the Malay
States exceeded the mumber
of Malays. If not for the
worldwide recession in the
30s, today Malays may be a
minority in Malaysia as in Sin-



Malay students in schoois
must be serious in acquiring
knowledge so that their quali-
fications are so high to the ex-
tent that the number which
enters universities far ex-
ceeds the quota reserved.

They need not neglect all
the compulsory rites in pursu-
ing their studies. But do not
add to and make compulsory
what is not compulsory to the
extent that there is no time for
knowledge to be pursued.

Remember such knowledge
is no less important to Islam
and Muslims. Regard those
who disturb Malay students
for their own political interest
as traitors to Islam and to the
Malay race.

We have now entered the in-
formation age. We, along with
other Islamic countries, have
missed and are not part of the
Industrial Revolution and the
Industrial Age.

We lag far behind in acquir-
ing knowledge, which is a cat-
alyst in the industrialisation
process.

The question is whether we
would also miss the informa-
tion technology age, which
will radically change human
lives, including us Malays in
Malaysia.

If we do not want to be left
out and become victims of in-
formation technology, we
must seriously strive to ac-
quire this new knowledge. One
condition for us to master this
knowledge is by mastering the
English language.
make us any less Malay or Is-
lamic. Actually the growth of
the Malay language is not at
the expense of rejecting other
languages, but rather through
the mastery of other lan-

guages.

software are de-
veloped and distributed in En-
glish. It is quite impossible for
this information to be trans-
lated into Malay for us to use
— although there exists so-
phisticated translation equip-
ment.

Besides, we cannot assign a
few information technology-
trained Malays to do so much
translation work. We need
their resources to overcome
the ever-growing information
and technology in the future
for our use.

It is more practical to learn
English, which has become an
international 3

We should not give excuses
that we love our language, that
we are language nationalists
and that we want to expand
our language.

The true nationalists are
those who help their race to
succeed through the master-
ing of knowledge and attract-
ing many to learn the lan-
guage of this successful race.

In this information technol-
ogy age, only those who mas-
ter English will progress and
succeed. The Japanese,
French and Chinese even, ad-
mit this fact and are vigorous-
ly learning English.

Let us not, due to this nar-
row perspective towards the
Malay language, allow the Ma-
lays to once again miss out on
the Information Age revolu-
tion, thereby regressing,
looked down upon and made to
look stupid.

As the Malay saying goes
‘do not buy from the Chinese
shop’ because we are being in-
formation-illiterate. Believe
it, we will once again be colon-
ised if we fail to master the
language of this knowledge.

emphasised rural  develop-
ment as many Malays only
knew how to farm. But this
only served to segregate fur-
ther the Malays from the
towns without adequate share
of the country’s wealth.

Efforts to redistribute busi-
ness opportumities to bumipu-
tras did not seriously start un-
til the race riots of 1969. Only
after the New Economic Poli-

Malays.
This is the effect of giving
to other people. This is the ef-



‘Malays easily forget history’
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For the first time in almost
450 years they were colonised,
the Malays faced the prospect
of directly losing their small
states, their country.

They would no longer enjoy
the status of bumiputra in
their own country. They would
be just another race at par
with the migrant races.

To make it worse, while they
were only allowed to possess a
Malayan Union citizenship,
the immigrants could own
dual citizenship — Malayan
Union and their country of ori-
gin. Under British Malayan
Union, Malays formally be-
came second-class citizens.

During the British era, poli-
tics was banned for the com-
moners. Politics was only for
the rulers, their advisers and
the British. Easily, the British
took over all the important ad-
ministrative activities. The
rulers’ powers were limited to
administration of Islamic laws
and Malay customs.

Thank God, this little power
saved the Malays from facing
the fate, which befell citizens
of other Western-led colonies.

In the agreement which be-
came effective with the Brit-
ish, so long as there was the
sun, moon and stars in the sky,
an important condition was
that the propagation of Chris-
tianity among Malays was not
allowed.

As a result, the religion of
the Malays was saved. If not,
what happened in the Moluc-
cas can happen in Malaysia to-
day.

Because politics was banned
among Malays, there was no
challenge for position or rank
in the administration, there

rulers and the people facing
the same danger, the call for
unity attracted encouraging
response.

There was no other effec-
tive way at uniting the Malays
than the attempt to seize their
states by the colonials. Al-
though they were poor, with
no money, education and
knowledge, no weapons, what
saved them was solid unity.

The British, a world power,
who had just won the war, who
were so cunning and skilful,
were forced to bow to the Ma-
lays who were united in a po-
litical party they had newly
established.

Umno, the United Malays
National Organisation, under
the leadership of a Johorean
had united all Malays and
their organisations from all
walks of life in one political
organisation called Umno.
Only Umno leaders were giv-
en the mandate to protest and
demand the return of Malay
rights to their states.

Actually this was the first
time in Malay history since
before the Malay Sultanate of
Malacca that Malays were
aware of their ‘Malavness’ and

of knowledge?

The Malays apparently have
not learned much from their
history. The Malays easily
forget their history.

On the contrary, they love to
colour their own history with
legendary stories for their
ego, to comfort and pride
themselves in legends which
they have created.

Thus they love to stress
Hang Tuah’s saying that ‘The
Malays will never vanish from
this earth.’

It is true that to date we
have not vanished. But what
kind of Malays who have not
vanished? For 450 years they
lived in their own countries as
slaves to foreigners. Now they
are free and able to run their
own countries. But have they
become a race that is success-
ful and with dignity?

The Malays can be said to be
quite smart in administering
their country in which the
population is made up of vari-
ous races and subgroups.

Generally it is known that a
multiracial nation is usually
threatened by enmity between
races frequently followed by

Even though there were
pressures for the Malays to
seize all powers and deny the
rights of other non-Malays
which would force the Chinese
to support the power struggle
by the Chinese terrorists, the
Malay leadership rejected
these pressures.

With that, terrorism under
the Chinese leadership was
defeated. If during that time
we had greedy Malay leaders
who tried to take everything
for themselves, Malaysia to-
day not only would be chaotic
but definitely would still be
backward like most other de-
veloping countries. Perhaps
riots would occur all the time.

Such was the wisdom of Ma-
lay Umno leadership in poli-
tics and administration. In the
economic development of the
country, too, the administra-
tive performance under the
Malay Umno leadership was
much better than expected.

Malaysia’s economic growth
has increased to become one
of the economic miracles in
East Asia.

But we cannot be proud of
the achievements of the Ma-

Have the Malays not leamed from their history,
especially the 450 years they were colonised;
more accurately their history of British rule? Did they
leam from their political history, their economic histo-
ry, their religious history and their history of knowl-
edge? The Malays apparently have not leamed much

from their history. The Malays

their history.

eﬂsilvfor!et,

incessant wars. Even if there
is no war, relations among the
races are normally strained.
In Malaysia we find not only
races which are different but
these differences are aggra-

lays. They have a short memo-

After only two generations,
lessons from history, old and
new, have been forgotten or
not understood.

bribery.

As a result, Malays today
are still weak after 43 years of
independence and in power in
their own country.

They will fail without gov-
ernment assistance in all ar-
eas. Without positive discrimi-
nation by the Government,
only 20% of those entering
universities will be Malays.
Even then, they will pass with
low grades.

Without government inter-
vention in favour of the Ma-
lays, vice-chancellors, profes-
sors and lecturers will be
made up of non-Malays and
not monopolised by Malays
like today.

In the Government, high-
ranking officers and non-Ma-
lay professionals will make up
the majority. Most secretar-
ies-general of ministries will
comprise non-Malays.

A situation where almost all
departments are made up Ma-
lay officers and staff will
change. It is possible also that
those who only know the Ma-
lay language will face prob-
lems in dealing with the Gov-
ernment.

Economically, Malay busi-
nesses will be limited to only
stalls with blue plastic tops at
the roadside. There will be no
Malay brick shops in towns.
Definitely there will be no
skyscrapers owned by Malay
corporate individuals, not
even funds with Malay inter-
ests.

Government with little sym-
pathy for Malays will priva-
tise all public businesses and
departments to foreigners and
non-Malays. Under them, pri-
vatised entities will develop
and become giant corpora-
tions. Perhaps there will be
only a handful of Malays

those friends who have helped
us; willing to bring them
down.

Bribery becomes possible,
religion is easily manipulated
and the Malays are split up.
No gratitude is expressed for
good deeds. We topple, steal
and we will do anything to
achieve our great dreams.

Yet we are willing to attack
and weaken the party that has
been of service to our race,
nation and religion, in fact
even to ourselves, in our at-
tempt to gain something for
ourselves. We are prepared to
break the unity within the par-
ty, and that of the Malays.

Malays have forgotten.
They have forgotten how they
were once colonised and de-
spised because they were
fractionalised and disunited.
They have forgotten their
strength and success, when
they were once united and had
fought hard against the Brit-
ish and had achieved indepen-
dence.

They have forgotten the
true objective of their politi-
cal struggle. Is it necessary
for the Malay language to be
the official language? Can the
status of other religions not be
equal to that of Islam?

Is it necessary to differenti-
ate between bumiputra and
non-bumiputra? All this is for-
gotten. In our obsession to ob-
tain votes from certain quar-
ters, all Malay rights that we
have struggled for become the
subject for bargain. Give us
the vote and we will drop
whatever is regarded as Ma-
lay rights.

How does the Malay feel
about this betrayal towards
special Malay rights? Will
they support the party, which
clearly rejected the special



was no jostling for posinons
among the Malays.

Religious leaders already
existed and they established
religious schools in the north
of the peninsula.

They, too, were apolitical
and accepted British rule just
like any other Malays. There-
fore there was no competition
between those who were edu-
cated in religion and those
from the Malay or English
schools. Disunity due to reli-
gious differences did not oc-
cur. Thank God.

When there was move to op-
pose the Malayan Union, there
was no problem for the Ma-
lays who graduated from reli-
gious schools, Malay schools
and English schools to unite to
oppose it. All Malays joined
Umno and together they sup-
ported the Malay struggle
against the colonials.

Faced with the danger of
having their states seized by
the British, the Malay rulers,
t00, joined in albeit indirectly,
in opposing the British.

Previously, Malay rulers
and territorial chiefs regular-
ly fought to gain position and
the throne. This gave the colo-
mahsts an opporum!ty to side

united as Malays.

Before this they regarded
themselves as citizens of their
own states and their loyalty
was to their state rulers. Mis-
fortune which befell a Malay
state did not get sympathy and
assistance from Malays in oth-
er states.

Divided into small states,
they were very weak and easi-
ly destroyed by anyche. As
such, one by one, these states
were being dominated or con-
trolled by foreigners.

Since the fall of the Malacca

‘Sultanate, during which al-

most all Malay states and the
Malays accepted the Malacca
Sultan, the Malay states were
forced to look for patrons
from the West and neighbour-
ing countries like Thailand
Since then, there was no
time period when the Malay
states were truly free and in-
dependent, and the Malays
had never been united be-
cause of their ‘Malayness’.
Umno's greatest success
was uniting the Malays from

vated by different languages,
this cultural mix becomes eas-
ily inflammable.

But Malay Umno leaders in
times of struggle for indepen-
dence were able to foster a
smart and special system of
racial co-operation.

While racial identities are
retained, co-operation in a
mixed party was created
which did not ignore the spe-
cial Malays as the genuine bu-

The success of the system
created by the Umno Malays
was even more amazing be-
cause it was created when ter-
rorists, the majority of whom
were Chinese, were attacking
the Government with the in-
tention of creating a republic
controlled by the Chinese.

The fact that a majority of
Chinese were willing to sup-
port an Alliance Party under
the Malay leadership who
strongly opposed the Chinese
terrorists was proof of the
ability of the Umno Malay
leadership in handling the big

To the new generation or
those born after indepen-
dence, independence does not
mean the same thing as it did
to those born and bred during
the colonial period. And they
cannot accept the idea that
they might one day be re-co-
lonised. ’

Once we become indepen-
dent, they claim it will be for-
ever. It is very difficult for
them to accept the concept of
neo-colonialism.

All the whites who propa-
gate human rights, justice,
rule of law, democracy; are
trying to recolonise tlem
again. All these are excuses
that the Umno Government
uses to frighten the Malays
into supporting the Umno par-
ty.

The new generation is not
easily fooled or frightened. In-
dependence, freedom and the
security of the Malays are
guaranteed. Any government
in Malaysia will guarantee the
safety and quality of life of
Malays. ’

As such no attempt is made
to change the attitude and
overcome the weaknesses of
the Malays, who before, had
caused the Malay states to be
colonised, to be flooded by
foreigners until the Malays
became a minority.

The Malays squabble and
are easily disunited. The Ma-
lays are not willing to acquire
knowledge, unwilling to work

pess risks. The Malays would
still seek for easy ways to get
rich quick. And this includes

among other officers.

It is difficult for us to visua-
lise a situation such as this.
After 43 years of indepen-
dence, it is difficult for Ma-
lays today to think of a situa-
tion when we were colonised.

What we know is that today
we are independent, today we
have a government that is con-
trolled by us, today the Gov-
ernment protects us.

It is not possible for Malay-
sians to have a government
that neglects Malay interest.
Whatever the Malays do, they
are safe. Even if they are dis-
united, even if there are fight-
ing among themselves, they
are still safe.

That they are still weak in
all areas, weak economically,
unknowledgeable, not smart,
easily bribed, become drug
addicts, suffer from AIDS and
others; all these are accept-
able because they are defi-
nitely safe, definitely will be
protected by the Malaysian
Government.

What is clear to the Malays
is that democratic politics is
an easy way to obtain some-
thing for themselves. It takes
anly a little effort. Only a little
effort is needed but the bene-
fits are enormous.

In the rulmg party and other
Ma]ay parties, the m:portant
thing is the squabble for posi-
tions. The ability to provide
service and to contribute to
the good and to the develop-
ment of the Malays and Ma-
laysia is not important.

It is this squabble which will
bring down morality such that

we are willing to criticise even

rights of the Malays?

The answer is yes, they will
continue to support. Party
supporters who are willing to
gamble Malay rights will con-
vince themselves that the po-
litical stand of their party
leaders is merely an excuse to
get the support of non-Malays.

It appears that their leaders
are such pious Muslims that it
is not possible for them to al-
low Malay rights to be fore-
gone. When everything is suc-
cessful these leaders and their
party will continue with their
Islamic agenda and cheat the
non-Muslims. As a result their
supporters will continue to
support them fanatically.

Please consider this. Today,
72 of the Malay representa-
tives are from the Govern-
ment and 32 from the opposi-
tion. If only the other 21 seats
are won by opposition parties,
they will get 53 and Umno 51.
To get 21 seats is no longer
that difficult.

In areas where Umno won
only a small majority, 200 to
300 votes from other races
will mean a win for the opposi-
tion. As such, to ignore Malay
rights merely to get non-Ma-
lay support is certainly wise.

But, in order to rule, it is
necessary to have at least 97
seats. As such buying and sell-
ing, bargaining must be con-
tinued. What is there to sell if
not the Malay rights?

The Government to be cre-
continne to be weak as it is
possible for anybody to topple

@ SEE NEXT PAGE



Many Islamic nations regard us as hest model
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government PAS plans to set
up with DAP and Suqui who
are close friends of PAS.

PAS has promised a pig
farm for the Chinese in Ter-
engganu and Malay Reserve
land in Kelantan for Chinese
schools. Please provide infor-
mation on these two promises.

Why is it that while Malays
from other states are not al-
lowed to acquire land in Ke-
lantan, yet the Chinese are
given such land?

The world has acknowl-
edged Malaysia as a Muslim
nation and many other Islamic
governments regard Malaysia
the best modei nation for
them.

Islamic nations and Islamic
institutions give all kinds of
recognition to Malaysia be-
cause they are awed by its de-
velopment and the develop-
ment of Islam ir Malaysia.

More thar & hundred Islam-
ic and non-Islamic nations
send their students to study at
the Internationai Islamic Uni-
versity Malaysia. But in Ma-
laysia there are Muslims who
allege that Malaysia is a non-
Islamic nation and its govern-
ment infidel and secular.

We wish to know which Is-
lamic country in the world
that PAS will accept as an Is-
lamic nation. If the implemen-
tation of hudud laws is the cri-
teria used by PAS to accept an
Islamic nation, then show us

which country in this age real-
ly implements hudud laws?

As far as we can verify, no
country has implemented the
hudud law, i.e. from court pro-
ceedings till the implementa-
tion of the hudud. This does
not mean they have rejected
the religious tenets but it is
because the society today dif-
fers from that of the Prophet’s
time.

Nobody who is free from big
sins is willing to give evidence
as a witness. Nevertheless,
crimes are still committed and
judgment must be made. Does
this contradict with Islam?
Please clarify.

We have become indepen-
dent since 43 years and the
world has acknowledged our
success and development.

Per capita income has in-
creased from US$300 per an-
num before Independence to
US$4,000 currently.

The whole country, and not
only in the cities, has electric-
ity and water, mosques, clin-
ics, hospitals, schools, roads,
tarred roads in the villages.

Not only are locals em-
ployed but two million for-
eigners are given employment
opportunities in this country.

There is no shortage of food
or clothing. Even the poor are
provided with comfortable
houses.

Please consider the enor-
mous benefits that we have
obtained from this blessed
country. And think how all

these are possible. They do not
come easily. It is through the
Government's efforts. A Gov-
ernment chosen by the people,
a government led by Umno,
will continue to preserve and
protect the rights of Malays in
addition to protecting the
rights of other races.

We enlarge the national eco-
nomic cake and from this we
distribute equitably among all
the races.

The only worrying thing is
the achievement of Malays.
They are too complacent, too
confident that there will be
somebody who will save them,
help them.

Many of them are confident
that regardless of whichever
government, it will help them.
They are confident their polit-
ical power will remain and en-
sure that they will be powerful
forever.,

As a result, why do they
have to make an effort? They
are hard working, they control
all the knowledge and skills
such that they do not have to
rely on quotas, or assistance,
discrimination, Malay rights.

We must be stupid if we can
obtain something easily and
freely, yet choose to make an
effort to do things ourselves,
to buy with our own money.

We need not be grateful to
those who help us, who give
things to us, because what we
get is actually ours. We have a
right to bite the hand that
feeds us because there is a

Tok Guru who teaches us to be
ungrateful.

The Malays are not stupid,
not unwise, not unintelligent.
They are at par with other
races. What others can do, so
too can the Malays. But if we
are not prepared to work, then
it is impossible for us to ex-
pect results.

We have to make an effort,
be hard working, strive hard
to seek knowledge and all
skills, hold strongly to good
values and reject all sins and
practise the good deeds to im-
prove our performance.

We can. Malays can. God
has given to us what he has
given to others and other ad-
vanced races in the world.
God has determined that when
humans perform a task re-
peatedly, he will be smart and
skilful.

Beyond that,. we are clue-
less. Our descendants will in-
herit such wisdom and skills.
If the Malay race is prepared
to work hard and not be easily
distracted from whatever they
are learning, God willing, they
will achieve whatever is re-
quired both for this world and
the life hereafter.

But a start must be made. A
start begins with discarding
the belief that we will be safe
no matter what government in
power will assist us.

Think of the possibility that
we may not be protected and
that we need to be indepen-
dent, stand on our own feet.

Those who are usually bed-
ridden find it difficult because
they have weak legs and are
headache-prone. If we want to
be independent, we must
stand on our feet, not rely on
others and go begging.

If possible, do not accept
help. If you accept, then recip-
rocate accordingly. This is
definitely more dignified than
being ungrateful.

Malays who do not rely on
their special rights, who work
very hard, are patient, do not
wish to get rich quickly, doing
things the legitimate way will
become Malaysians who are
resilient and successful.

A Malay society which is
made up of such individuals
will become more secure and
be able to compete successful-
ly with anybody else, in what-
ever circumstances.

Soon, when globalisation be-
comes a reality, the Malays
will no longer be able to hide
behind their special rights, be-
hind NEP, behind their bor-
ders.

When the walls of the nation
are dismantled by foreigners,
all policies that protect the
special rights of Malays as the
sons of the soil, will be chal-
lenged.

Democracy, equal rights,
meritocracy, human rights
will be used to destroy the
special rights of the Malays.

But there will be Malays
who will betray and support
such foreigners’ attacks on

the Malays. Perhaps these Ma-
lays will be ashamed but it is
more possible that they will
try to pretend, to be praised
by their masters.

Many Malays will flatter
foreigners, many want to be
praised and appear progres-
sive and worldly. These peo-
ple are worse than the for-
eigners. Even today we can
detect these idiots.

We are not convinced we
can defend ourselves, main-
tain our rights if we do not
have the strength to be self-
reliant, cannot live unless
spoon-fed by others. Chances
are we will only remain a
name in history.

The Malays could never
vanish from this earth, so said
Hang Tuah. We can repeat
these magic words, we can
discuss, we can use this as a
theme for our seminars.

But if the Malays are not
prepared to work hard, not
prepared to seek knowledge
and wisdom in this age, we can
still disappear or become
slaves like we were in the co-
lonial days and this is obvious
because the Malays are now
disunited, have rejected unity
because many have become
greedy as a race, and even re-
ligion is no longer regarded as
important as much as the pow-
er struggle by parties and by
certain individuals.

Come on Malays, have you
forgotten?
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