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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. — Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he had never
directed MCA to acquire Nanyang
Press Holdings but gave the nod be-
cause his opinion was sought.

If the MCA had not approached
him on the matter, Dr Mahathir
said, he would not have said any-
thing.

“He (MCA president Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik) asked me
whether they can buy and 1 said
okay. If he did not ask me, I would
notsayokay,” hesaid.

Asked why Dr Ling had to ap-
proach him, Dr Mahathir said he
did not know.

“You can ask him. They are try-
ing somehow or other to link it
with me, basically,” he said at a
Press conference at the end of the
second day of the Umno general as-
sembly.

Dr Mahathir said a lot of people
approached him, including mem-
bers of the Press who asked all
kinds of questions.

“They ask me, I answer. If they
don’t ask me, I don't answer,” he
added.

MCA had, on May 28, acquired
72.35 per cent stake in Nanyang
Press through the party’s invest-
ment arm, Huaren Management
Sdn Bhd.

The move met strong opposition
from various Chinese associations
and guilds, and was also objected to

by eight leaders of MCA’s 40-mem-
ber central committee.

To a suggestion yesterday that
the greenlight given to acquire
Nanyang Press lent credence to
claims that it was the Govern-
ment’s intention to acquire the
newspapers as they were critical of
the Government, Dr Mahathir said:

“Anything that I say will be in-
terpreted by those against me in
some way or other to tarnish my
image.”

He said he had no right to stop
anybody from buying whatever
they wanted tobuy.

He added that there is no law to

O MORE REPORTS ON THE
NANYANG ISSUE ON P8

prevent the MCA from buying into
anewspaper.

“Is it only the Opposition that
can buy intoa newspaper?

“if the MCA asked me can we
buy, my answer is yes. If Gerakan
asked me if they could buy a news-
paper, my answer is yes ... by all
means do. If the PPP (People’s Pro-
gressive Party) wants to buy a
newspaper, they can buy.

“How can I say no-no-no you can-
not (buy). When people are saying
that Umno has a newspaper, can’t
MCA have anewspaper?”

He said the DAP has a paper but
no one complained and Harakah,
which is supposed to be a party
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newspaper, was being circulated
and sold in the country, which was
against the law.

“So I don’t see why I should tell
the MCA no-no-no ... you mustn’t
buy. How do I know the Chinese
community seem to object to a po-
litical party buying a Chinese
newspaper?” he added.

Asked if the Government was
comfortable with the two newspa-
pers under the MCA, he said if oth-
er people offered to buy, then they
could buy and that there were peo-
ple who came to ask if they could
buy.

“l say yes, you can buy. They
were from the Associated Chinese
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try ... they came to ask me.”

Pressed further if there was any
directive for the MCA to buy the
Nanyang Press, he said: “No. A di-
rective is when I call the MCA and
say now you buy ... that is a direc-
tive. Now I am directing you to
publish exactly what I say and not
to try and twist it,” he said.

When asked about the feuding
factions using his statement to in-
fluence the extraordinary meeting,
he said: “Yesterday you asked me
that question. If you had not asked,
I would not have answered.”

Asked if the statement would in-
fluence the outcome of the EGM, he
said: “Now you ask me. I am not
going to answer.”
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