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Matthlas Chang to serve Dr M on Chinese issues

PUTRAJAYA, Wed: Law-
yer Matthias Chang Wen
Chieh was today sworn in
as political secretary to
Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad.

Chang, 51, is the first
non-Malay to be appointed
political secretary to the
prime minister.

He took his oath of
- office and oath of secrecy
before Mahathir at the
Prime Minister’s Office
here. The brief ceremony

was witnessed by Chief
Secretary to the Govern-
ment Tan Sri Samsudin
Osman.

Mahathir said he needs -

a Chinese political secre-
tary to serve him especial-
1y on matters pertaining to
the Chinese community.

“In this country, 26% of
the people are of Chinese
origin. I think a Chinese
political secretary will be
able to serve me on
Chinese issues,” he told
reporters.

“There is a provision
for me to apoint a political
secretary, so obviously I
appoint one,” he said.

When approached later,
Chang declined to elabo-
rate on his appointment.

Also sworn in before
the prime minister was
Reezal Merican Naina
Merican, 28, who was
appointed political secre-
tary to Women and Family
Development Minister Da-
tuk Shahrizat Jalil.

Reezal, who holds a

degree in Arabic and
Literature from the Inter-
national Islamic Univer-
sity Malaysia, is an execu-
tive committee member of
the Kepala Batas Umno
Youth division. He is mar-
ried and has two daugh-
ters.

Reezal is also vice-pres-
ident of the Penang chap-
ter of the Federation of
Peninsular - Malay Stu-
dents (GPMS) and a mem-
ber of the GPMS <central
executive committee.
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