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SHAH Al,AM.  Sat. In yet another
reminder to the Malays.  Datuk Seri
Dr  Mahathir Mohamad today said
the>  c~~rnrnunit~  faced the danger of
b(~(.oinin::  second class citizens in
their (IL~II  c,c,untry  when Malaysia
achic~\.c~tl  Visltrn  2020.

‘l’hc  f’rim(‘  Ministclr  a n d  U m n o
plciitlont s;~icl  t 1112 time had come
for t IK>  Malays  t(J  ask what they
could (IO  for  thc~msclvcs.  and not
\v11at ;l!-sistancc~  they could get
from the>  (:o\ r,rnmcnt.

“‘l’h~~r(~  i- 110 pclint  attaining Vi-
sion 2020 if t Ii(~ poorest community
in tht~  (,II\II~~I.~  t h(‘n arc the Malays.
l’hcy  tn~~ii  5c~;rrr~h  fi~r  the  answers
to tht>ir  t’;lil\lr(+  antI  not look at the
Go\~c~rn~nc~nt  (for  i’aul~).”  h e  s a i d
wlicn opc~iiiiig  t hts  S(>langor  Umno
10th con\  (~utioi1 ;I[  ;I  hotel here.

H,, ;1Is0  Ia~~nc~lictl  a S e l a n g o r
1Jnlno  traillin::  centre named “Insti-
tut  I,atih;iil Ilr~tl;i~~;r  Mclayu  Baru”.

I)r M;rllathir Saud  hc  noticed the
main  ~hortc~oming  among the Ma-
Ia\  I was  thclir  inability to address
their o\v11  w~~;~l~~~csscs.  besides the
PrilC’t ic~o  of st~c~kiiig  government as-
sistall~~c~.  “50 that t hcbir  route ahead
would  1~s o:i<it~i.”

“WC  find  t hc  rc5otutions  are al-
ways rclatctd  to poverty, for exam-
pk allocation for low-cost units.
taxi  permits. stalls. facilities in the
villages... rloc~  it mean the Malays
arc only fit to demand low-cost
110uw.s’?’

In shor t  i)r I\lahathir  sa id  the

Malays  were poor because they
wanted other people to do the work
for them.

Citing the university admission
quota as another example, Dr Ma-
hathir said the right approach was
not to demand quota increases.

“The admission standard for
Bumiputera students has been low-
ered. If we lower it further, we will
have those entering universities
with poor results. If, let’s say, one
day they graduate as doctors, will
we trust them to treat us?”

Dr Mahathir said the solution
was to study hard and for parents
to ensure that their children ob-
tained good results so that they
could compete with the other races
on merit.

The party president said he be-
lieved higher education would help
the  Malays  work their way out
from poverty.

Dr Mahathir also reminded Umno
members to continuously review
their achievements in fulfilling the
party’s aims ~ the struggle for
country, race and religion.

While Umno had succeeded in
bringing progress to the country.
the same could not be said in mat-
ters concerning the race and reli-
gion.

On religion, although the party
had succeeded in the physical as-
pects like providing mosques, there
was still much to be done in the
struggle to unite the Muslims and
inculcate the right teachings of Is-
lam and values among them.

The task was made difficult by an
Opposition party which used reli-
gion to divide the Muslims, spread-
ing lies. labelling other Muslims as
infidels and hurling accusations.

In the upliftment of the Malays,
Dr Mahathir felt Umno could not be
proud of its achievements because
after 43 years of independence. the

community was still lagging in
many areas.

On party unity. Dr Mahathir said
Umno members could not afford to
spend time bickering over the
choice of its leaders as naturally,
no one leader would he able to conl-
mand 100 per cent support.

“If leaders are not given due sup-
port because certain quarters are
unhappy, then forever we wilt be
fighting about this. whereas the
original objective of the party is not
about leadership.”

At a Press conference. he said he
hoped the Malays  would not he-
come second class citizens. hence
his repeated reminders for them to
strive for the better.

On whether there had been any
improvement despite the constant
reminders, the Prime Minister said
there had been some changes. albe-
it not that many.

“That’s why I stressed the need
for them to focus on what each one
of them can do for themselves and
not what the Government can do
for them.

“Do not ask what the Govern-
ment can do for you hut ask what
you can do for yourself.”

On the submission of resolutions
and demands to the Government by
the M&ys,  Dr Mahathir said rea-
sonable ones would be given atten-
tion.

“But do not expect us to ‘place
money in their pockets... this is dif-
ficult. One has to work to improve,
although slowly.”

To a suggestion that this “cul-
ture” was cultivated as the Govern-
ment had accommodated many
such demands, Dr Mahathir said:

“We have given in because this is
a democratic party. If not, they will
go to the Opposition.”
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