
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun: 
The government will defend 
Sabah in whatever way to 
prevent it from being taken 
away. 

Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad. 
who was speaking .to stu: 
dents from local universities 
during a dialogue session at 
Universiti Malaya today, 
said this in response to a 
question from a Sabahan 
student. 

The student had asked 
whether the government 
will defend Sabah over 
which the Philippines gov- 
ernment is making claims. 

Mahathir said the gov- 
ernment will defend Sabah 
in “whatever way and it will 
be part of Malaysia”. 

He said it is better for the 
Philippines government not 
to make any demands as the 
matter has been referred to 
the world court. 

Another student asked 
Mahathir for clarification 
on hudud law which PAS is 
trying to implement. 

He said the issue of hu- 
dud law started by PAS has 
snlit the Malavs. and it has 
called the present govern- 
ment secular for not imple- 
menting hudud law. 

A study on the imple- 
mentation of hudud law 
found that no Islamic coun- 
try in the world has imple- 
mented the law fully, he said. 

“Even if there are coun- 
tries implementing the law, 
it is only a certain portion 
because it will be difficult to 
implement among the Mus- 
lims based on the present 
situation.” 

Another student request- 
ed the quota system in local 
universities for bumiputras 
be maintained as the Malays 
“can’t compete” with other 
races at the moment. 

He said the government 
will defend the quota system 
but expressed his hope that 
students will study harder, 
and that “we need to in- 
crease the cut-off point in 
passing in order to be on par 
with other races”. 
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