SIX parties

nterested
In Likas seat

By MUGUNTAN VANAR and
RUBEN SARIO

KOTA KINABALU: Six par-
ties ae intereted in contest-
ing the July 21 Likas by-elec-
tion a two nationd-based op-
position paties megt today to
drike a ded for a compromise
candidate.

On the contest cads ae rul-
ing Barisan Nasional, Parti
Bersatu Sabah, Keadilan Na-
sional, PAS and two fringe
paties, Bersskutu and Setia

Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad will
decide on the Sabah Barisan
candidate with three compo-
nents paties including incum-
bent Datuk Yone Teck Lee's
Sebeh  Progressive Paty voic-
ing interest in the seat.

The digihility of Yong, who
has held the sest since 1985, to
recontest is ill in doubt as
he was found to have commit-
ted an offence under the Elec-
tion Offences Act in a petition
brought by former Bersekutu
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“prestdent Datuk Harris Salleh.

Barisn is keen to s a new
candidate to avoid “technical
knockouts' on nominaion day
on July 12.

PBS secretary-general Ra-
din Malleh said they would
definitdly be fidding a candi-
date a they had no plans to
give “Baisn a free ride”

“Our choice will be named
on or before nomination day,’
he sid.

PBS circles widely expect
Dr Chong En Leong to be re-
filded in Likes.

Chong polled 4,148 votes
aang's Yong's 9110 in the
last  election.

Harris, who polled 3,576
votes, has sad that he will not
contet and asked PBS not to
contes if they were not happy
with the eectord ralls.

Keadilan and PAS are also
keen to field candidates for
the Likes seat, which has a to-
ta of 26,196 voters with
dightly over 50% beng Mus
lim  bumiputres.

Sabah  PAS deputy  commis-
sioner Hamzah Abdullah said
they would be meeting with
Sabah Keadilan officials to
thrash out adeal for asingle
opposition  front  candidate.

“A deal with PBSisout of
the quegtion. It's nothing per-
sond but there is no assurance
that their candidate will stay
in PBSif they win Likas,” he
sad.

Hamzah's name is amon
three being tossed as potenti
candidates for PAS. while

Keadilan might be cons'derigg
fidding ther newly appoint
Sabah chief Datin Saidatul

Tun Said, elder sger of Umno
supreme council member Da-
tuk Saleh Tun Said.

Parti Setia has announced
that they would field Zulkifli
Lajah, who contested in the
last round, while Parti Berse-
kutu president Datuk Mong-
goh Orow has indicated the
party will contest if the rolls
ae den.
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