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By SA’ODAH ELIAS

KUALA LUMPUR: Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad told universi-
ty students yesterday not to
meddle in the running of the
government and to keep poli-
tics out of the campus.

“You don’t want outsiders to
meddle in your business. By
the same virtue, you must not
meddle in others’ too.

“I am the Prime Minister
and it is my responsibility to
administer the government, so
don’t interfere in the govern-
ment’s business,” he told
about 2,000 student leaders
from all the local universities
during a dialogue after closing
a symposium themed Reaf-
firming the Idealism of Under-
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graduates in the New Millenni-
um at Universiti Malaya.

The event was held at the
Auditorium Perdanasiswa af-
ter the original venue, Dewan
Tunku Canselor, was razed on

Friday.

Dr Mahathir urged the un-
dergraduates to learn from
what had happened in a neigh-
bouring country where the
students overthrew the ad-
ministration but did not gain
anything.

He stressed the need for
students to adopt proper ap-
proaches to achieving their
objective instead of whatever
means to justify the end, add-
ing that they should use their
right to vote if they wanted to
change the government be-
cause the ballot symbolised
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the ultimate power of the peo-
ple.

“That is a smarter way than
destroying everything around
us. We'll have nothing left if
we do this,” he said.

Earlier in his speech, Dr
Mahathir lamented that uni-
versities were no longer used
by students to gain knowledge
but to get involved in undesir-
able activities, including burn-
ing down buildings, in appar-
ent reference to the fire.

Arson has not been ruled out
as the cause as there had been
attempts to stop Dr Mahathir
from visiting the university
and prevent students from at-

tanding the symposium which

started on Saturday
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The Prime Minister advised
the students, especially the
Malays, to concentrate on
their studies and not to in-
dulge in street protests, dem-
onstrations, rioting and other
unlawful activities.

“If you are serious in want-
ing to develop your communi-
ty, then master all the knowl-
edge that you can. This is a
more effective way than dem-
onstrating and rioting,” he
said.

He added that one did not
need a university education to
hold street demonstrations be-
cause “even idiots can do
this.”

“We come to the university
because we have higher po-
tential than people who run
riot in the streets,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also urged the
Malays to stop sending memo-
randum after memorandum to
the Government asking for aid
and other things for them-
selves.

Such an approach, he said,
was no longer suitable be-
cause the time had come for
them to stand on their own
feet.

“How much longer must the
Malays depend on the Govern-
ment and the privileges ac-
corded them? How much long-
er must they remain medio-
cre?

“How do you view the beg-

gars on the street and then ask
yourself what is the differ-
ence between their circum-
stances and yours?” he asked.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment had done so much to
elevate the position of the Ma-
lays, be it in business or edu-
cation so that their achieve-
ment would be on par with the
other races, but yet these ef-
forts were never enough.

He said if the Malays could
compete on the same level
with other races there would
no longer be a need for them
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to restrict themselves to the
quota for everything.

“Must we lower the eligibil-
ity standard to the point where
even ‘useless’ students can go
to university just so that we
can fill up the 55% bumiputra
quota in the local public uni-
versities?

“If so, we must remember
that some of the students who
go to university in this manner
will some day become doctors
and engineers. How can we
entrust our life to such doc-
tors or what will be the quality
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of our infrastructures if they
are built by such engineers?”
he asked.

Dr Mahathir said it would
have been much easier to
tackle the problem affecting
the Malays if they were prov-
en stupid because all that was
required would be to encour-
age them to study harder.

However, he said, the un-
derlying reason was much
more difficult to address be-
cause it was caused by nega-
tive attitude and their reluc-
tance to work hard.
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