Syed Hamid
leased with

owell
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WASHINGTON:  Foreign  Min-
iser Datuk Seri Sved Hamid
Albar met with US State Sec-
retary Colin Powdl here on
Monday and came away vis-
bly pleased with the “‘tone”
and warm welcome shown to
him.

He sid these were indica
tions that Maaysa and the
United States were moving
forward in ther bilatera rda
tions despite some differ-

ences. .

‘The Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him issue cropped up but what
gruck him, Syed Hamid sad,
was that Anwar was not the
“core eement or centrepiece’
in his discussions with Powell,
former Defence Secretary
William Cohen and some US
senators.

“The centrepiece of our dis-
cussons was our bilatera re-
lations and how we can move
forward,” he sad.

It was the firg high leve
meeting between the two
countries in recent years after
bilaterd relations took a dip
following the Anwar issue.

Syed Hamid sad Mdaysa

“deep” relations based on
trade, invetment, exchange
of inteligence, police co-oper-
aion and drug enforcement.

“We want to move forward
in our relations with the US to
cover not only trade and in-
\(gstment but aso the political
Sde.

“| am very h .. . this has
been a ngy gggess‘ul vigt,”
said Syed Hamid, who arrived
here four days ago to ‘touch
basg with Powel who would
be attending next week’s
Asean Regiond Forum in Ha
noi.

Syed Hamid, who met Pow-
dl for the firg time, sad the
Bush administration was
“more forward looking” and
there was a difference in its
approach which set it apart
from the Clinton administra-
tion.

“My emphasis has aways
been to be engaged (with t
US) notwithstanding our dif-
ferences. We look a this ad-
minigtration as one that is
willing to be engaged.

“We may have our differ-
ences in the way that we han-
de certan specific matters

meeting
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~and tha nited States had very

but that should not stop us
from continuing to have bilat-
ed rdaions and didogue
with each other.”

Syed Hamid said there
would aways be some issues
in which the United States and
Malaysiawould see things dif-
ferently.

On Powell’s participation in
the ARF, Syed Hamid sad:
“We are very encouraged at
tpe i LrJItSerast shown in Asean by
t e .11

A State Department con-
firmed that discussons be
tween Syed Hamid and Powell
centred on regiond issues of
interest to both countries and
that the Anwar issue was
rased in ing.

The Unri)ta?jI gtgatea however,
expresad its concern on the
human rights stuation in Ma-
layda he sad.

Syed Hamid, who had dso
visted Mali, Morocco, Libya,
Poland and Russia, sad he
also discussed regionial and in-
ternationa  development, as
well as preparaions for the
September visit to Russia by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir ~ Mohamad.
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