Malaysia joins

By HONG BOON HOWM{STAR.

WITH the launch of the Kijang
Emas yesterday, Maaysia has be-
come the 12th member of the pres-
tigious cub of countries having
their own gold bullion coin.

The Kijang Emus, with a gold pu-
rity of 999.9, comes in face vadue
of RM200 for the 1 oz coin, RM100
for the 1/2 oz coin and RMSO for
the 1/4 oz coin.

Prime Miniger Dauk Seri Dr
Mahethir Mohamad sad besdes
introducing Malaysa to the world,
the Kijang Emas would provide an
dternative means of savings and
investment.

“The vaue of gold is rdéively
much more sable and invedting in
the Kijang Emas will baance risks
in other investment portfolios such
as the share market,” Dr Mahathir
sid a the launch of the coin in
Kuda Lumpur yesterday.

The obverse sde of the coin de-
picts a barking deer in its naurd
habitat in the Madaysan jungle,
and the reverse dde the Hibiscus
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nationd  flower.

The coin is minted by the Royd
Mint of Maaysia and will be dis-
tributed by Maybank Bhd and Bu-
miputra Commerce Bank Bhd
from today. For the time being, the
gold coins would be sold a 30 s=
lected Maybank and 25 sdected
Bumiputra Commerce  Bank
branches.

Bak Negaa govenor Ten Si
Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz said the price
of the Kijang Emas would be deter-
mined by the prevaling interna-

tiond gold maket price

Zeli ssid Maybank and Bumipu-
tra Commerce Bank would display
the daly buying and sdling prices
of the gold coin in the newspapers
and a its branches.

She d0 sad the Kijang Emas
was dmilar to other wel-known
gold bullion coins such the Canadi-
an Maple Leaf, the American Gold
Eagle the Audrdian Nugget, the
Chinee Panda, the Audrian Phil-
harmonic and the British Britan-
nic.
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