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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed: 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad has not requested or 
indicated a wish to meet US 
President George W Bush. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah- 
mad said there is no need for 
the prime minister to meet 
Hush. “so why is the need for 
them to state conditions”‘? 

“lhn’t they know the 
opposition has so much free- 
dom to express or insult peo- 
ple and make allegations, 
even win gene121 elections 

and form a government?” 
He was commenting on a 

news report that US officials 
would like to see an im- 
provement in three areas 
before Mahathir can meet 
Bush. The three concern the 
treatment of Datuk Seri An- 
war Ibrahim, the detention 
of six Keadilan leaders un- 
der the Internal Securitv 
Act and delays in the distri- 
bution of foreign maga- 
zines, including the b’ar Eas- 
tern lkormnic lieuieu~ and 
Asiuweek. 

Speaking at the lobby of 
Parliament House, Abdul- 
lah said the US was making 
comments without realising 
what was really happening 
in Malaysia. 

“I don’t understand what 
the US wants,” he said. 

Yesterday, Foreign Minis- 
ter Datuk Sved Hamid Albar 
said Malaysia’s bilateral ties 
with the US are based on the 
understanding that both 
countries are sovereign and 
do not interfere in each 
other’s internal affairs. 
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