Modified ‘admission
'system to start
next year, says Dr M

By SA'ODAH ELIAS

KUALA LUMPUR: Sudent inteke in public univer-
sities based on a modified merit system will start
next year, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad announced yesterday.

However, he said, in the first year of implemen-

tation, the sysem would only apply to sdected fec-
ulties, especidly those whichrequire high academ-
ic achievement.

The faculties would be announced later.

“What this means is that we will incresse the aca
demic requirement for Malay students for admis-
son to thee faculties

“For example, the minimum requirement for Ma-
lay students to go into the medical faculty is cur-
rently 7As. We will raise this requirement so that
only qudity dudents will be chosen.

“In time, when we have managed to force the
Malay students to improve their academic perfor-
mance, we will implement this system in other fac-
ulties,” he told reporters after briefing Umno divi-
don leaders on the proposed sytem and other edu-
cation issues affecting the Malays.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umno president, said al-
though the policy on the quota system would be
mantaned, the new sysem would dter the sudent
ratio — places which cannot be filled by Malays
because they are not up to the mark will be opento
others base smctly on merit.

we realj€e that this cannot be implemented in one
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Dr M: Move to compel
Malays to strive harder
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eWswoop. If we do that, the effect

will be catastrophic and it is possi-
ble that not a sngle Maay Sudent
will be able to gain admission into
certain faculties.

“Let this be awarning to Malay
students to study harder because
they must realise that they cannot
have their cake and eat it too. If
they refuse to sudy had, they will
not get to go to publlc universi-
ties,” Dr Mahathir added.

He said the move was not meant
to limit places for Malay students,
but was a measure to compel them
to strive harder for academic ex-
cellence.

As far as possible, he said, the
Government still wanted to ensure
that Malay students filled their
guota but not if it meant lowering

*Bé T unrements for their admis-

don.

“We want that quota, but not if it
ends up compromising on quality.
So, if we can't fill up the Malay
quota, then it is dl right o' long as
we can improve the quality of Ma-
lay graduates,” he said.

He also announced that the Gov-
ernment would monitor closely the
activities of religious teachers and
some university lecturers to en-
are that they would no longer cor-
rupt their students with their polit-
icd  ideologies.

Umno deputy president Datuk
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, when
aked about the acceptance of Umno
grassroots leaders towards the pro-
posed merit system, sad:

“It is well accepted. They under-
stand the need, especially after be-
ing briefed by the president.”
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