Specially trained

W By SHEELA CHANDRAN

KUALA LUMPLX: The djs-

abled now have the opportuni-

%}%0 become more indepen-
with the launch of a -
vice to provide specialy
trained dogs to assg them.

Themed Bivai Special Dogs,
the project was founded by
The Star columnist Anthony
Thanasayan and launched by
Mdaysan AIDS Council pres-
ident Datin Paduka Marina
Mahathir yesterday.

The name Biva comes from
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the combination of his two
pets — Biman, an Alsatian,
ad Vai, a Kottweler
Thanesayan redised the im-
portence of having a dog & a
companion after observing a
sene in San Francisco,  United
States, in 1991

‘| fird saw a savice dog in
action — assisting atetraple-
ic client retrieve an object
rom the floor. It impressed
me 0 much tha | resolved to
meet the chalenge of person
dly traning service dogs for
the disabled in Malaysia,”

for the disabled

STAR

Thanasyan  saidl.

Marina congratulated Than-
asayvan on his eforts to bresk
down the bariers between the
world of the disshled and ahle-
hodied.

“People shouldn’t be exclud-
ed from contributing to soci-
ety because of their disabil-
ities It is important to know
the dog is not only a pet but a
companion for life" she said.

“Hence. a savice like Biva
Specia Dogswill alow more
disbled Mdaysans to partic-
ipate fully in other activities”
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