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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon:
Malaysia has been praised
for its role in multilateral
activities organised by Uni-
ted Nations agencies.

The message was con-
veyed to Foreign Minister
Datuk Seri Syed Hamid
Syed Albar by the regional
representative of United
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) for Indonesia.
Malaysia, Brunei, Singa
pore and the Philippines,
Raymond Anthony Hall,
today.

During a meeting with
Syed Hamid, Raymond
handed him the commen-
dation letter, praising Ma-
laysia for the role it played
in East Timor and the issue
of refugees within the re-

ion.

‘ He said UNHCR aways
viewed Malaysia as a good
partner in solving some of
the problems. and that Ma-
laysians serving the UN
have performed efficiently
and professionally.

However. Syed Hamid
said he was also informed
of the refugee problems
around the world where
30% of refugees and
asylum seekers are from
Muslim countries.

Therefore, he said. Ray-
mond is seeking Malaysia's
help by having multilateral
cooperation among Muslim
countries to help overcome
the problems faced. )

Syed Hamid also said
any instability in the
nelghbourmg countries
within the region will spill
over to Malaysia.

On Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad’s visit to Republic of
Yemen from Aug 15, Syed
Hamid said the purpose of
the visit is to improve bi-
lateral ties and also to im-
prove trade and invest-
ment.

Amon

others, he said,
is to fin

new markets for

made-in-Malaysia products
and aso joint oil explo-
ration project with Petro-
nas.

Syed Hamid said the
Yemeni government is
seeking Malaﬁsia’s help in
drawing up the human re-
sources and rural develop-
ment pro?rammes which
in turn will attract Malay-
sia’s private sector to in-
vest in the Aden free trade
area in Yemen.

He said this includes
making Aden an entry
point for Malavsian pro-
ducts to Somalia, Ethiopia,
Eritrea, Sudan. South
Oman and Saudi Arabia,
which has a market of 150
million consumers.

Mahathir is scheduled
to meet Yemen Prime Mi-
nister Ba Jamal on Thurs-
day before attending a bi-
lateral delegation meeting,
and signing of agreements
on joint commission and
c_oqﬁ)eration on training for
civil servants.

Syed Hamid, on behalf
of the government, will be
signing two MoUs « one
will be on the establish-
ment of a joint commission
between both countries,
and the other on the co-
operation in the field of
civil service, personnel ma-
nagement and public admi-
nistration.
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