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esperate

By STEPHEN THEN

MIRI: Internal dissent has sur-
faced among certain Barisan Na-
sond component paties in  sever-
d condituencies as politicd aspi-
rants make last-minute attempts
to make it as candidates in the
coming dSate  elections.

AIthou?h the Barisan has fina-
lised its list for the 62 seats, des-
perate politicd  hopefuls are  trying
to create enough noise to garner
public atention so that they would
be noticed by their leaders

Two days ago, a group of long-
house chiefs in Marudi date con-
dituency proteted againgt the re-
nomination of Sarawak National
Party (SNAP) assemblyman Syl-
veser Entri Mulan.

The unhappy party members
handed a protest letter to SNAP
president Datuk Amar James
Wong Kim Min.

Sarawak Chief Minister and
state Barisan chairman Tan Sri
Abdul Taib Mahmud said, last
week that Barisan had finaligsed its
candidates and would be seeking
the approval of Prime Minister

Dauk Seri Dr
soon.

A former ‘assemblyman said
such mternal dissent was preva-
lent and expected before any elec-
tion.

A retired politician here sa1d it
was during times like these, that
the paty would be e fe distin-
%wsh between onal party mem-
Iers and those out for personal

o
o Marudi is not the only congtitu-
ency affected by internal dissent.
Telang Usan is another. This semi-
rurd seet is held by incumbent in-
dependent state assemblyman
Kebing Wan.

Wan defeated Parti Pesaka Bu-
miputera Bersatu (PBB) candidate
Robert Laing Anyi in the 19%
date polls by 517 votes.

Lang has agan been renominat-
ed by Baisn to contet in Telang
Usan, but a PBB aspirant in the
constituency had lobbied for
months to replace him.

The latter has been attending
gatherings graced by senior Bari:
sn leaders, with the hope that he
would be noticed.
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