Yong: Definite
stand on post

rotation ne

By RUBEN SARIO

KOTA KINABALLJ: Sabah
Progressive Party president
Datuk Yong Teck Lee said
yesterday the state Barisan
Nesond mus make a definite
dand on the two-year rotation
of the chief minister’s post
well before the next state
elections due in 2004.

He sad the ruling codlition
must decide whether to con-
tinue with the exiging system
or come up with a new formu-
labefore the term of present
Chief Minister Datuk Chong
Kah Kiat ends in two years
time.

Launching his paty's eghth
congress  here, Yong a former
rotated chief minister, said
any uneasiness among Sabah
Barisan parties on the new
formula announced by Datuk

Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in
March must be sorted out be

fore the dtate polls 0 that the
people would not view the co-
dition with suspicion.

Initidly, the rotation system
implemented since Barisan
came into power in Sabah in
1994 saw a representative of
the Muslim bumiputra, Chi-
nee and non-Mudim bumipu-
trataking turns of two years
each for the chief minister’s
post.

However, the Prime Minis-
tr amnounced the 2:1:1 formu-
la for the rotation system
which meant that after Chong
of the Libera Democratic
Paty who took over from Sa-
bsh Umno Dauk Osu Sukam,
the pog would agan go back
to Umno.

A non-Muslim bumiputra
would then take over dfter two

eded

years followed by Umno
again.

Y esterday, Yong who be-
came chief minister after the
tem of Dauk Sdleh Tun Sad
also of Umno in 1996, noted
that there had been difficul-
ties in the rotation of the post
from Umno to other Sabah
Baisan  paties.

“It dso remains to be seen
whether the people redly be
lieve tha Umno would give up
the chief miniger's post agan
for the third time in 2005.

He sd the rductance of a
rotated chief minider to dep
down wes a detabilisng fac-
tor in Sabah politics.

He added tha should Sabeh
Baisan agreed to keep the ro-
tation, then it must be made
cex that the chief miniser in
2005 would be a non-Mudim
bumiputra.
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