State Assembly

dissolution

looksS imminent

By DIANA ROSE and
PHILIP GOLINGALI

KUCHING: All si%ns
dissolution of the Sarawak
legislative Assembly next
week to pave the way for
polling in the 62 state con-
dituencies.

Chief Minister Tan Sri
Abdul Taib Mahmud met
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad yester-
day, hightening speculation
that the dissolution was immi-
nent.

Taib, who is date codlition
charman, is believed to have
findised the lig of candidates
for endorsement by Dr
Mahathir who isthe Barisan
Nasond  chief.

The speculation is that the
assembly could be dissolved
as early as Sept 3 for the
eighth state elections to be

oint to a

conckiddd Within a fortnight.

~On Mondav. the Chief™ Mi-
nister’s Department annou-
nced that the hirthday of the
Y ang di-Pertua Negri will be
held-on Sept 15 instead of Sept
8 and this sarked off tdk that
the assembly may be dis-
solved around that time.

All the four Sarawak Ba-
risan component parties have
finalised their candidates for
the dections which has to be
hdd before the end of the five-
yer tem of the dae govemn
ment on Nov 8.

At least 14 new faces are
expected to be fielded bv
Syawvak Baisn where Taib’s
Parti Pesska Bumiputra (PBB)
is tbe backbone of the coali-
tion.

The other codition partners
are the Sarawak United
Peopl€e's Party (SUPP), Partj
Bansa Dayak Sarawek (PBDS)

and Sarawak Nationa Party
(SNAP).

They have agreed t0 a sedt
digribution  formula of  PBDS
30, SUPP 17, PBDS eight and
SNAP  seven.

In the current assembly,
PBB has 29 seats, SUPP 14,
PBDS eght and SNAP seven
with Independents having
three and DAP one
~ Among those who ae day-
ing out or dropped are two
state  minigers  -(Environment
and Public Health Minister
Dauk Amar James Wong Kim
Min and Housing Minister
Datuk Celestine Ujang), an
aSdant  miniser  for agricul-
ture and food industry Datuk
Ramsay Nod Jitam ad a fed
ed miniser  (Agriculture  Mi-
nister Datuk Effendi Nor-

PP will be fielding six
new faces followed by PBB

five, SNAP two and PBDS one.
~ The Baisan lineup will dso
indude three  women.

~In preparing for the elec-
tions, dl leave Tor the Sarawak
police force have also been
temporarily frozen while the
Election Commisson- is dso
fully prepared.

“We want to provide a full
force. We do not want the pub-
lic to habour any fear in exer-
cising their constitutional
right,” said Acting Sarawak
Police Commissioner SAC | Dr
Yusoff Nook when urging
police personnd to play thar
role effectively to ensure a
smooth  election “processs.
~The oppostion parties  can-
didtes in nealy dl the seds
are from Parti Keadilan
Nasional, PAS, DAP and a
group of  independents.

They are still bickering
over the dlocation of seds.
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