Be sensitive to needs
of children, urges Dr M

N By JANE RITIKOS

PETALING JAYA: Sociey must be atentive
and sengtive to cases of child abuse and not
tun a blind eve to it. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sid  yesterday.

The Prime Miniger sad the people must act
on child abuse even if it was done by their
neighbours or individuals they knew.

He sad it was sad to know that such cases
occured in the country, noting that in some
cases, the child died.

“It is sad and disappointing because chil-
dren, who cannot protect themselves, depend
on adlts to protect them.

“The adults are not only mesed to be
humane, they are aso the child's protector.
Those who abuse their children do not love
them” he sad in his speech when launching the
Sy Yes for Children a?Iobai campaign  organ-
ised by the National Unitv and Social
Development Ministry, attended by some 5,000
schoolchildren.

The Prime Minister dso said parents should
nuture ther children from young and teach
them postive vaues because this would shape
their persondlity when they grow up.

“If they recdve good education & home and
in school, they will turn out to be good citizens,
aHs to themsdves ther families race and
country,” he said.

Parents must not adways give in to their chil-
drenedbut should reprimand them when they
dray

“But parents must @dso acknowledge their
children when they do good as this will make
thegw fed that they are protected and loved, he

Dr Mahahir cdled on Madaysans to take the
campaign serioudy as it promoted the care and

?rotectlon of children and give them happier

The campaign promotes 10 hasic points

equa child opportunities, child care, education,
sop child abuse and child explonanon protect-
ing the environment for children, giving prior-
ity to chiloren, eradicating HIV/AIDS protect-
ing children againg war and violent conflicts,
%overty eradication and  ligening to the chil-
ren

The Prime Minister adso took time to shake
hands with the children. He visited the cam-
paign’s banner with the Sav Yes For Children
slogan, which used thumbprints of children.
The banner was declared the largest banner by
the Mdaysa Book of Records.

He dso gave out gppointments letters to 18
members of the National Consultative and
Coordination Council on  Children.

They included members in the national
council ~ of welfare, child psychologists, those
with legal background, experience in child
policies and individuds who dedl with child
victims,

National Unity and Social Development
Miniger Datuk Dr Siti Zahash Sulaman sad
the council would provide advice and input to
hep the Government monitor programmes and
policies on children,

It would dso help the minidtry to draft the
second action plan for children, she added.

“We will see whether the minigrv_ adheres to
the campagn's 10 basc actions in the sewvices
we provide for children as well as those by non-
governmental - organisations,” she sad.

She sdd the action plan for the sdfely and
well-being of  children-included introducing  a
generd nplicv , eyideline. This could be u
local governments in their by-laws for a child-
friendy  environment.
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