
Dr M: Urn~~Jacking only for‘6
Barisan Nasional candidates
KUALA  LUMPliR. M o n . Umno
prcsidont  I)atuk Scri Dr  Mahathir
Mohamatl  today  reiterated that
Cnmo  M  iLI not bc  backing any as-
pirallt  in the coming Sarawak polls
clxc’clpt  tlrost‘  rontesting  under the
l~ari~rm  Nasional  banner.

‘I’hcl  I’ritn(’  Minister, who is also
l3N  (,ll;lirtnan. sa id  those  us ing
L‘I~~IIIIY~  n;im(B t o  get  s u p p o r t
~h~~~tltl  (~O;ISC  inimediatcly.

.‘I  nxnt  to state  Umno  is not in-
~ol\~c~l  in thil  State rlfxtion.  We are
not bupportin:: any party claiming
to  rc‘prcxnt  us  or  had our  sup-
I)Ol  t.” hcb  s:litl  when asked about
report- ql:otin:: Sarawak Chief
Ministrlr ‘l‘i111 Sri Abdul  Taib Mah-
mr~tl as  sa>,ilx:  there were rumours
of ITmno  backing certain quarters
to context a~ain~i  him.

Tail).  LV~O  is I%rti  Pcsaka Bumi-
I)rlt(,rx  Ikrsatt~  (1’11fO  president, is
conic~sli~i::  tllc: Ilalin~irln  scat.

I)r ~l;llr;ltllir,  spclaking  t o  re-
portc,r\ ;11’t(tt.  chairing the Umno
Sll~)l‘C’lllC’ (.ollllcil mc‘cting  a t  t h e
Putra \2‘orld  ‘l’rade  Centre, said
ITmno  m(~tnt)(~r’; who contested as
intl(~pcntl(~lltx  \l;oultl  no longer be
c,ollsidcrtad  lxi.rty  tnc~mbcrs.

1+‘11(~11  opcsnin::  thcl  IJpko  seventh
att~tt~l  CCIII:~I~C~~S  itt Kota Kinabalu
on ,luly :]I.  bra  had  said Umno had
nothin;:  to do with those who in-
tctndcd  to conitxst  as independent
candidatc>s.

He said Ulnno  was committed to
the>  t%N  and  did not “stab its part-
ncrs in t hcl  b;l(,k”.
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Dr Mahathir confirmed he had
endorsed the candidates’ list sub-
mitted by Abdul Taib recently.

Umno deputy president Datuk
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi had
also issued a similar reminder on
Aug 13. Those claiming their ac-
tions and activities were endorsed
or supported by Umno were telling
lies.

On Aug 8, former Defence  Min-

ister Datuk Abang  Abu Bakar
Mustapha said a group headed by
him would cantest  in 45 seats in the
election. They are contesting as
independent candidates, in a move
to bring Umno to Sarawak.

Abang  Abu Bakar said if the in-
dependents were to win and form
the next government, they would
welcome Umno to Sarawak with
open arms.
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