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By V. Gayathty suiting fir711 McKinsc~~ & Co to do a 
study 071 the progwss ot‘ thp MSC. 

Hut. the findings that w(‘rc) 
wportcd in lG2bruary gave no cause 
for wlehration as it concluded that 
nothing much is happening in the 15 
x ;,Okm corridor stretching from 
Kuala Lumpur to Putrajaya. 

A rcccnt glitch involves the delay 
of payment to those who were 
involved in the e-Village project. 

Contractors, subcontractors and 
I’ETALING JAYA, Wcti: The big 
namf3 in the international multi- 
media and information technology 
industries will hc meeting agaIn 
this wwkc~nd with IVime Minjstcr 
I)atuk %)7-i 1)r Mahnthir Mohamad 
at thcl fifth mcctting of the 
Intcr~~~7titr71al Adviso7y Panel. 

‘I’hr IAl’. which is chair4 by the 
prlmcl 111 inistcr himself. comprisw 
3:; prc~tniiit~nt niemhers from the 
industry like) Lucent ‘Technologies 
I iu-c.h:r irnian NW Vcrwaayen. 
Infosyb ‘I‘cchiiologics l,iIiiitcd chair- 
man N.R. NaraVana Murthy. NEC 
(hrpot2tion c~ha’irnian c:meritus Da- 
tuk 111. ‘I’adahiIw Sekimoto and Mi- 
c7woft (‘orpoixtion chaii.tiian Bill 
(;atcs. 

It advisc~s the gove7~nmc~nt on the, 
tlcvr~lol~mcnt of ttw MSC’. 

The focus of this year’s nIc,cat ing 
to discuss ways to position ttitx 
Multimwlia Sui,~rC~li.i.jdo~. (MS(:) 
as ;I positive contrilmting factor iii 
thr local c~~~nomy is not only timely. 
hut nt’c’c~ss~ll‘\: 

14~7, I tic, first i iiiw since its inwp 
tion in 1996. tllr Multimedia 
I)cvc~lol~7IIt~I~t Corporation (MI)C) 

Essentially, the firm noted th(l 
problem of red tape and the lack of 
investmctits as some of the f:wtors 
impeding development. 

I~%71 Mahathir has admitted that 
the MSC did not really contrihutc~ 
much to the economv despite con- 
suming RMI4 billion in state funds. 

However, MIX executive chair- 
man Tan Sri Othman Yeop Ahdul Iah 
said the MSC created some 12.001) 
knowledge-incentive jobs this yta~ 
and generated KM2 billion in salw 
for the companies. 

In 1996, McKinsey helped draft 
thcl MSC’s hlueprint and idcntificyl 
SOIIIC of the kcy flagship areas like 
ct-~ovwnrncnt and s7nart schools. 

Ill d~‘tl’llW of 1 t1c MSC. I‘M mc171- 
lwI, I’rot‘ William t;. Miller ti~om the 
Stanford School of J3usinws attrih- 
u trtl its slow tl~~vclopmc7it to the 
slob~lon-n i ti the global economy 
and arqwd that it is still too early to 
cxpwt the project to yield results. 

consultants arc complaining of not 
having been paid despite repeated 
promises by MIX. 

The maste7‘ develolx~r. En- 
tertainment Villry Sdn IJhd. which 
was 7~esponsible for developing what 
was touted as a world class centrc 
for multimedia and film nroduction. 

RMZ.4 million a&had to giw it up 
ttr the MIX to settle its debts. 

On Fridav Inornin~. he is hch~‘~l- 
uled to open the MS‘C-M77ltiInedia 
Asia I~xpo 2001 at the JVTC, whilr 
ihc :3-d MSC-LAP Multimcdi:t 
Business Summit will 1x1 held at the 
Palace of the Golden Horses. 

SunImit speakers include 1,ionel 
Lim of Sun Micm+vstcms, 1,~:s 
Hayman of SAP Asia Pacific. Dr 
Twry Cutler of Cutler & Co, Za7n 
Mohd Esa of l,ucent Tech, SilllOll 
Wang of Dell Asia Pacific Sdn Rhd 
and Derek Williams of Oracle. 
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